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PREFACE. 



IN the following little work my endeavour 
has been to place in the hands of young 
children a sustained life of our Saviour, ad- 
hering closely to the Gospel narrative, and 
at th'e same time making it as simple, life- 
like, and suited to their comprehension as 
possible. I wished to give them a book 
which they might read and understand by 
themselves, without difficulty. With the ex- 
ception of proper names, quotations from the 
Bible, and a few other instances, where the 
infringement of my rule was almost unavoid- 
able, I have entirely confined myself to words 
of one and two syllables. 

Those only who have much to do with 
little children know, by experience, the 
length and difficulty of the words which are 
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constantly employed in a large proportion 
of the books supposed to be suited to the 
youngest capacity. There are, however, 
happily many exceptions now to this rule. 

On the other hand, I have not felt myself 
at liberty, in quoting the utterances of our 
Saviour and His disciples, to make the 
smallest deviation from the Bible words. 
No desire for simplicity could excuse such 
an alteration of scriptural expressions. In- 
deed, in nine cases out of ten, the Bible 
words, where it is necessary to make use of 
them, are so simple that any alteration would 
be superfluous as well as inexcusable. Hav- 
ing written with a ** Harmony of the Four 
Gospels " by my side, thus seeing at once 
all the different accounts of the same events, 
I have been able, not only to make my narra- 
tives more full, but also to select the simplest 
version of the words which I wished to 
quote. 

In arranging the order of events through- 
out our Saviour's life, I have been guided 
in a great measure, though not entirely, by 
the same work, Mimpriss* " Treasury Har- 
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mony of the Four Evangelists/* with some 
reference also to Macbride's ** Diatessaron/* 
It is by no means easy, if indeed it is possi- 
ble, to decide in all cases upon the true order 
of events. Especially difficult is it exactly 
to harmonize the four accounts of the Last 
Supper, the Trial of our Saviour, and the 
events immediately following the Resurrec- 
tion. Where so many good men differ, I 
can make no pretentions to a judgment 
which would entirely prevent my falling into 
mistakes. I can only say that I have done 
my best to make a careful and true arrange- 
ment. In whatever I may have failed, I trust 
I have at least succeeded in placing before 
the little lambs of the flock a loving and 
life-like view of their Great Shepherd. 

Clifton, 
January, 1 87 1. 
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CHAPTER I. . 

THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS. 

YOU all know the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. He lived, 
when upon earth, in a pountry called Judea, 
which is a long way off from England. I 
am going to tell you the story of His life 
among men, more than eigfhteen hundred 
years ago. 

There lived in the country called Galilee a 
woman named Mary. One day an angel of 
God came with a message to Mary. Do 
you think you would feel afraid to see a 
bright holy angel from heaven? Mary 
loved G^d, and knew that God loved her, so 

I 
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she had no need to be afraid. When the 
angel came to Mary, he said, — 

** Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 
Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou among 



women." 



Mary was troubled when she heard this, 
and could not think what the angel meant. 
But the angel soon told her why she was so 
blessed among women. He said that she 
was to have a Son, and that the name of 
this Son should be Jesus. The angel told 
her also that her Son should be great, and 
should be called the Son of the Highest, 
and should become a King for ever. 

Mary felt perfect belief in what the angel 
told her. She knew that the angel had 
come from God. And though she was such 
a poor and lowly maiden, she knew well that 
God could do all that He had said. When 
the angel had done speaking to her, she 
said to him, — 

** Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word." 

After this the angel went away from her, 
and she did not see him any more. 
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Many months later, Mary, and her hus- 
band Joseph, went up to the city of Bethle 
hem, to be taxed. Bethlehem is only a 
little way off from Jerusalem. Joseph and 
Mary were not the only people who came to 
Bethlehem at this time. There were very 
many others, so many that the town was 
quite full. There was no room left at the 
inn, and Mary and Joseph had to sleep at 
night in a stable. 

It wa5 in this stable that the Lord JesuS 
Christ was born.. You know that He was 
the Son of God> and the King of kings. 
Yet He chose to come to earth as a little 
feeble child, and to be born in a stable, all 
because of His great love for sinners. 

Mary wrapped Him round in swaddling- 
clothes, and laid Him in a manger. A 
manger is the place from which horses eat. 
The Lord Jesus might have lived in the 
most splendid palace in the world, if He had 
been willing. But He chose to be bom in a 
stable, and to sleep in a manger, and to be 
poor all His life upon earth. Why did He 
do this? I think one reason was, that the 
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poorest man and the poorest little child 
upon earth might never be afraid to come 
to Him. 

On the same night that Jesus Christ was 
born, and in the same country, there were 
shepherds in the fields, taking care of their 
flocks of sheep. Shepherds do not watch 
over their flocks by night in England, for 
there is no need. There are no wild beasts 
in England, to come and kill the sheep and 
carry away the poor little lambs. But in 
some countries there are a great many wild 
beasts, and it would not be safe to leave 
the flocks alone. Judea is one of these 
countries. 

Do you know the story of David, king of 
Israel ? He lived many many years before 
the time of which I am telling you. One 
day, before he became king, he was watch- 
ing over his flock, when there came up a 
great fierce lion. If David had not been 
there, some of the poor sheep must have 
been taken' away and eaten up. But God 
gave David strength, and he killed the great 
fierce lion. A second time there came a 
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bear, and again God helped David, so that 
he killed the bear and saved the sheep. 

On the night that the Lord Jesus was 
bom, shepherds were watching their flocks 
in the fields of Judea. All was dark around 
them, except the stars twinkling up in the 
sky above. But all at once a bright light, 
brighter than the light of the sun, shone round 
about them, and an angel of God from heaven 
stood before them. 

The shepherds were very, much afraid at 
the sight of the angel, and at the bright 
glory shining in the dark night. But when 
the angel saw that they were afraid, he said 
to them, — 

** Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is bom this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord." 

By ** good tidings" the angel meant 
** good news." You know what it is to hear 
a piece of good news, which makes you feel 
very happy. But never in all the world had 
such good news been told, as that the Son 
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of God had come to save His people from 
their sins. 

The " city of David " meant Bethlehem. 
The angel then told the shepherds how they 
were to know the infant Jesus when they saw 
Him. They, most likely, would have gone 
to look for Him in the grandest and best 
houses in the place. But the angel told 
them that they should find Him wrapped round 
in swaddling-clothes, and lying in a manger. 

When the angel had spoken these things to 
the shepherds, there came all at once a great 
number of bright shining angels, all prais- 
ing God, and saying, — 

** Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men." 

Think what a sight this must have been, 
which was seen by the shepherds of Judea, 
— how full of wonder and glory and beauty 
and dazzling light ! 

When the angels were gone away into 
heaven, and the bright light had faded into 
darkness once more, do you think the shep- 
herds were content to stay quiet where they 
were ? No ; they said to each other, — 
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** Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing- which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us." 

Then they made haste and came quickly 
to Bethlehem. There they found Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 
This was the sign told them by the angel, 
and they found it just as he had told them. 

The shepherds made known the things 
which had been told them by the angel. 
And they went back to their flocks, praising 
and thanking God for all that they had seen 
and heard. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE WISE MEN AND HEROD. 

AT the time that Jesus was bom in Beth- 
lehem, there came some wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem. They came to ask 
about the Lord Jesus. They did not know 
His name, or where to find Him, but God 
had taught them something about Him, and 
they came, saying, — 

** Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews ? for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him." 

When Herod, the king, and the people of 
Jerusalem heard this, they were very much 
troubled. Herod was afraid that he might 
lose his throne. He knew the promise of God 
that Christ should be born, and this saying 
of the wise men filled him with great fear. 

So he called to him all the chief priests 
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and scribes, and asked of them where Christ 
should be born. They said to him, *' In 
Bethlehem of Judea," and they told him 
the promise in the prophets that it should 
be so. 

This made Herod still more afraid. He 
called the wise men to him, and asked them 
a great deal about the star which they had 
seen. Then he told them to go to Bethle- 
hem and try to find the young child, and, 
when they had found Him, they were to let 
him know, that he might go and worship the 
infant Jesus. But it was not true that he 
wished to worship Jesus, although he said 
so. He wished to put Him to death. 

Then the wise men left Herod, and went 
on their way. And the star, which they had 
seen in the east, moved before them, and 
guided them on, until it stood over the very 
place where the infant Jesus was. The wise 
men were very glad and happy at this. They 
went into the house, and fell down on their 
knees before the Lord Jesus, and gave Him 
splendid presents, which they had brought 
with them. 
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But the wise men did not go again to 
Herod, as he had wished them to do. God 
told them in a dream not to do so, and they 
went back into their own country by some 
other way. 

When they were gone, the angel of the 
Lord came to Joseph also in a dream, and 
said to him, — 

** Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word ; for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him." 

Then Joseph arose at night, and took the 
young child and Mary, and went into Egypt. 
Do you know where Egypt is ? England 
is in Europe, and Judea is in Asia, and 
Egypt is in Africa. But Judea and Egypt 
are not far apart. There was a Joseph long 
before this, who went into Egypt, — ^Joseph, 
the son of Jacob, when he was sold by his 
wicked brothers out of envy. 

King Herod was very angry when he 
found that the wise men did not come back 
to him. He sent out and killed all the little 
children in Bethlehem, and in the country 
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round, who were two years ^Id an4 un(3er|p 
There was great trouble in the land, — ajIrJlke 
poor mothers weeping and mourning for 
their little children, who were put to such a 
cruel death. Herod thought he was quite 
certain now to have killed the infant Jesus, 
of whom he felt so much afraid. But Herod 
little knew his own weakness and the power 
of God. 

Joseph and Mary and the child Jesus 
stayed in Egypt until the death of the 
wicked king Herod. Then there came again 
an angel in a dream to Joseph, and said, — 

** Arise, and take the young child and 
his mother, and go into the land of Israel ; 
for they are dead which sought the young 
child's life." 

So Joseph arose and brought them back 
into the land of Israel. He was going to 
Judea, but on hearing that the son of Herod 
was king, he felt afraid. And being a third 
time warned in a dream by God, he went 
into Galilee, where they lived in a city called 
Nazareth. 

In this quiet city of Nazareth Jesus grew 
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up, year by year, and, as the Bible says, 
" waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom." 
We are not told much about the childhood 
of Jesus. But we know that He was such a 
child as has never been seen before or since. 
For He was holy and pure and sinless. He 
never thought a wrong thought, or said a 
wrong word, or did a wrong deed. He was 
always loving, and gentle, and ready to 
oblige, and quick to obey. He was never 
selfish. He never showed temper. Anger 
and pride were unknown to Him. He never 
tried to please himself. When you give way 
to temper and anger, when you are selfish and 
vain and proud, think how unlike you are to 
the meek, holy, loving child, Jesus Christ, and 
pray that you may be made more like Him. 

Once a year there was at Jerusalem the 
Feast of the Passover. You have heard 
of this feast. It was to remind the people 
of a time, long long before, when Grod 
brought the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
The wicked king Pharaoh would not let 
them go. Then God put to death the eldest 
sons of all the Egyptians. 
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But the eldest sons of the children of Israel 
were saved if the parents did what God 
told them. They were to kill a lamb, and 
eat it, and put the blood upon the door- 
posts of their houses. When the angel of 
God saw the blood upon the doorpost, . he 
passed over that house, and did not slay the 
eldest son. For that reason the feast was 
kept each year, and was called the Feast of 
the Pass-over. 

Joseph and Mary always went up to this 
fecLst, and when Jesus was twelve years old 
He went up with them. They stayed at 
Jerusalem all the days of the feast, and then 
Joseph and Mary turned homewards. Jesus 
was not with them, but there were a great 
many people going the same way, and they 
thought He was among them. 

They went a day's journey, and then they 
looked for Him among their friends. But 
they could not find Him, or hear of Him, so 
they turned back to Jerusalem, in fear and 
sorrow, seeking Him. For three whole days 
they went about, looking and asking for 
Him in vain. They must have been sadly 
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afraid, as time 'passed on, that they would 
never see Him again. 

But at last, when the three days were over, 
they found Him. He was sitting in the 
temple, among all the wise and learned 
doctors, not only hearing what they said, 
but asking them questions as well. These 
doctors and all who heard Jesus felt great 
surprise at the wisdom and power of His 
questions. They must indeed have had 
reason to wonder, for they only looked upon 
Him as a child of twelve years old, and 
little knew that He was God as well as 
man. 

When Mary and Joseph saw Him, they 
felt as much surprise as the doctors had 
done. Perhaps this surprise came partly 
from a second reason. They saw now that 
He had stayed away from them of His own 
free will. He had been all His life such a 
good, holy, loving Son, that they could not 
think how He could give them all the trouble 
and sorrow of the last three days. And Mary 
said to Him, — 

*'Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
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behold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing." 

Jesus did not answer as they most likely 
thought He would. For though they did 
not know it, He had been doing His own 
holy work upon earth. And He said to 
Mary, — 

** How is it that ye sought me ? wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's business ? " 

Neither Joseph nor Mary knew what Jesus 
meant. Mary kept these sayings in her heart, 
and thought them over. She had yet to 
learn that Jesus was the Son of God Most 
High. Mary was only a poor, weak, sinful 
woman, though a true and humble servant 
of God. Jesus had been a loving Son to her, 
but when the right time came. His work as 
the Lamb of God, and the Saviour of man- 
kind, would raise Him far above her. 

But that time had not yet come. After 
these things Jesus went again to Nazareth, 
and was subject to His parents as before. 
And there He lived growing year by year in 
favour with God and man. 

By being " subject to His parents," I mean 
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that He did las they told Him. Christ, the 
great King of kings, did as He was told by a 
poor working-man and his wife. Think of 
this. Does it not show us something of His 
holy meekness and His deep love for men ? 



CHAPTER III. 



CHRIST TEMPTED. 



THE Bible says, " There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John." 
This John was the son of Elizabeth, who was 
the cousin of Mary. He was sent by God 
to make ready the way for the Lord Jesus. 
He WcLs called John the Baptist, because he 
used to baptize those who came to him. 

For between twenty-five and thirty years 
Jesus had been living in His quiet home in 
the little village of Nazareth. The Bible 
tells us very little of these long years. But 
now the time had come when it was the will 
of God that He should show Himself to the 
world. 

No one knew yet that He was the Christ, 
sa long looked and hoped for. Even John 
the Baptist did not know it, though he knew 

2 
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the Christ was to come at once, for he had 
been sent to make the people ready to receive 
Him. 

John's home was not in a town. He lived 
in the wild desert country by the river Jordan. 
He wore a dress made of camel's hair, and 
he had a girdle made of leather or skin. 
Girdles were always worn, but most men, un- 
less they were very poor, had them made of 
linen or silk, or even of silver or gold. The 
food of John was very plain, for he lived 
upon locusts and wild honey. Wild honey 
is honey made by wild bees, and locusts are 
small flying insects, either brown or green in 
colour, and about two or three inches long. 

A great many people came into the desert 
to see and hear John. John preached to 
them, and told them plainly of their sins, 
and said, — 

** Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.'* 

All those who did repent, he was ready 
to baptize in the river Jordan. There were 
many whose hearts were touched by his 
words, and who came to him for baptism. 
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John told them also that One was coming 
after him, far more mighty than himself. 
John was a great prophet. But this coming 
One was so much greater, that John felt 
himself not worthy even to stoop down and 
unloose His shoes. Do you know who was 
this One of whom John spoke ? It was no 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When John was preaching and teaching, 
Jesus came from Galilee to the river Jordan, 
that John might baptize him. At first John 
wished not to do it, and said, — 

** I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me ? " 

But when the Lord Jesus said, ** Suffer it 
to be so now," John gave way, and did as 
the Lord had bidden him. 

Then, when Jesus came up out of the 
water, after baptism, John saw the heavens 
open, and the Holy Spirit come down, in 
the shape of a dove, to alight upon Jesus. 
At the same time a voice came from heaven, 
saying,— 

*' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 
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From that moment John knew that the 
Saviour, whose coming he had been sent to 
make known, was Jesus the son of Mary, his 
mother' s cousin , from the little city of Nazareth. 

As soon as the baptism was over, Jesus 
was led away by the Spirit into the lonely 
desert country, far away from men and 
houses. There, for forty long- days. He was 
with the wild beasts, and was tempted by 
the devil. 

We are not told much of what passed 
during these forty days. But in one place 
the Bible says that the Lord Jesus ** was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin." So that, no matter how sorely we 
may be tempted, and how hard we may find 
it to do what is right, we may yet be quite 
sure that our Lord was tempted in the very 
same way for us before. And if we pray 
for strength He will help us to conquer, 
even as He Himself was able to conquer. 

All through these forty days and nights 
the Lord Jesus ate nothing, and when they 
were over He began to feel hungry. Then 
the tempter came to Him, and said, — 
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" If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread." 

See the cunning of Satan. He knew that 
Jesus was the Son of God. He knew that 
He was hungry. He knew that He was 
able to turn the stones into bread, had 
it been His will. He knew too that the 
Lord Jesus had not come into the world to 
work for Himself, but to work for man. So 
he tempted Him in this way. But Jesus 
said, — 

** It is written, that man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God." 

Then the devil brought Jesus into Jem-' 
salem, and set him upon a very high point 
of the temple, and said to him, — 

** If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down from hence ; for it is written. He shall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee, and in their hands they shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone." 

See Satan's cunning again. The Lord 
had put him to silence with the word of 
God. But Satan too could say, "It is writ- 
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ten.'' Satan too could bring up a text from 
the Bible to help on his own wicked work. 
Jesus still gave him the same answer, — 

** It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God." 

Satan had twice tempted Jesus in vain. 
He had tried to make Him show Himself as 
the Son of God by some great deed. He 
would try something else the third time. 
He would try to tempt Him through the 
love of gain and power. Satan little knew 
that no such love was to be found in the 
lowly Jesus. He took Him up into a very 
high mountain, and there in one moment he 
showed Him all the countries of the world, 
saying,— 

** All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me." 

But Jesus said, — ** Get thee hence, Satan, 
for it is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 

All these three times the Lord gave Satan 
the same answer, — " It is written." 

This is a lesson to us. When we are 
tempted by Satan to do wrong, we should 
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fight him not with our own words, but with 
Bible words. 

Satan then went away, and left Jesus. 
Angels came and served Him, after the long 
and sore trial through which He had passed. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE MARRIAGE IN CANA. 

ONE day John the Baptist stood with 
two of his disciples. Do you know 
the meaning of this word? A disciple 
means a pupil. A disciple of John was one 
who went after him, and learned from him. 
As John stood with these two disciples, he 
looked upon the Lord Jesus walking near, 
and said, — 

" Behold the Lamb of God ! '' 

John said no more, and no more was 
needed. The disciples at once went after 
Jesus. They wanted to know more about 
Him. Jesus saw them coming after Him, 
and He turned round, and said, — 

"What seek ye?'' 

They did not tell Him what John had said, 
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or why they had come after Him, but they 
asked, — 

"Rabbi, where dwellest thou?'* The 
word Rabbi means Master. 

Jesus said to them, ** Come and see.'' 
How kind and ready He was to tell them all 
that they wished to know ! They went home 
with Him, and saw where He lived, and 
stayed with Him all the rest of the day. 
This took place at the tenth hour, which is 
about the same as our four o'clock in the day. 

One of the two, Andrew, went to find his 
brother, Simon Peter. He could not be 
happy himself without making his brother 
happy also, so he went and told him that 
they had found the Messiah, or the Christ. 
Then he brought his brother to Jesus. And 
as soon as Jesus saw him, without waiting to 
be told who he was. He said, — 

'*Thou art Simon, the son of Jona: thou 
shalt be called Cephas." 

The meaning of Cephas is " a stone." 

The next day, when Jesus was going 
away into the country of Galilee, He found 
a man called Philip, who came from the 
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same city as Andrew and Peter. Jesus said 
to him only two words, but they were 
words with a great deal in them. They 
were the same words that He says now to 
each man and woman and child in all the 
world. He said to Philip, — 

*' Follow me." 

What Philip's answer was we are not 
told. Perhaps he made no answer at all. 
Perhaps he was startled by the sudden com- 
mand, loving and gentle though it was. 
For it was not such an easy thing, as it 
might seem, for these men to leave their 
homes, and their friends, and their parents, 
and their work, to follow Jesus and go with 
Him all about the country. His love was 
such a rich and full reward, that after a time 
they could have wanted nothing else. But 
just at first they did not know this. 

At any rate, one thing is certain, that 
Philip from that time forth did follow Jesus. 
And though we do not know what he said in 
answer to those words, we do know the next 
thing that he did. Like Andrew, he could 
not be happy without some one to feel with 
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him in his joy. So he found a man called 
Nathanael, perhaps a friend of his own, and 
said to him, — 

** We have found him of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Philip did 
not know yet that Jesus was not the son of 
Joseph, but the Son of God. 

Nathanael could not at first believe that 
such good news was true, and he said, — 

** Can there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth ? ' ' 

Philip did not begin to argue about this. 
He gave the best answer he could have 
given. He knew that when once Nathanael 
had been with the holy Jesus, he would not 
think of asking that question again, and he 
only said to him, — 

** Come and see." 

Then Nathanael and Philip went to find 
Jesus. As they came near, Jesus spoke to 
them and said, — 

** Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
no guile." 

Guile means deceit, or want of truth. 
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This showed how well the Lord Jesus knew 
Nathanael ; and Nathanael in surprise asked 
Him, — 

" Whence knowest thou me ? " 

The answer of Jesus was not one to make 
Nathanael feel less surprise : " Before that 
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig tree, I saw thee.'' 

Little had Nathanael thought, when under 
the far-oflf fig tree, that the eyes of One 
whom he could not see had been fixed upon 
him. Well he knew that this showed a 
power not of man but of God. And at once 
he said, with his whole heart, — 

" Rabbi, thou art the Son of God ; thou 
art the King of Israel." 

The answer of the Lord Jesus was, — " Be- 
cause I said unto thee, I saw thee under 
the fig tree, believest thou ? thou shalt see 
greater things than these." 

Three days after this there was a marriage 
in a town called Cana of Galilee. Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was there, and the Lord 
Jesus and His disciples were also asked to 
come to the wedding. 
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After a time all the wine that they had at 
the feast was used up, and some more was 
wanted. When Mary heard this she said to 
the Lord Jesus, — 

** They have no wine." 

That was all she said. She did not ask 
Him to help. But she wished Him to do so. 
Perhaps she knew that He had the power, 
and wanted Him to show that power to 
others. By His having power I mean that 
He was able to do it. 

Jesus said in answer, — "Woman, what 
have I to do with thee? mine hour is not 
yet come." 

"Woman" was only a word of respect 
used in those countries. Still, the Lord's 
answer was a reproof to Mary. Perhaps 
there was fear that, while thinking of Him 
as her own Son, she might forget that He 
was the Son of God. All these long years 
He had lived with her, and had done as she 
wished, in their quiet home at Nazareth. 
But now that He was coming out into the 
world, to show Himself as the Messiah, the 
Lamb of God, she could no longer have any 
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command over Him. Mary had to learn 
this, and therefore the Lord Jesus g-ave her 
a gentle rebuke. 

Mary said no more to Him. But, knowing 
so well His tender loving-kindness, she no 
doubt thought that even now He would do 
what she wished. Nor was she wrong in 
thinking so. She said to the servants, — 

** Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it;" — 
and then she waited. 

She had not long to wait. There were six 
large stone pots in the room. Jesus said 
to the servants, " Fill the water-pots with 
water." And the servants did at once as 
they were told. They filled the water-pots 
quite full with water, up to the very brim. 
Then Jesus said to them, — 

** Draw out now, and bear unto the go- 
vernor of the feast." 

Again the servants did as they were told, 
and took out the water to carry to the ruler 
of the feast. But it was no longer water, for 
the Lord Jesus had made it wine. The ser- 
vants knew where this wine came from. But 
the ruler of the feast did not know, and he 
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felt great surprise at tasting such good wine 
at the end of the feast. It was better wine 
than they had had before. He even called 
the bridegroom to him, and said that most 
men used up their good wine first, and their 
poorer wine after, but that he had kept his 
good wine until the last. 

This was the first of our Lord's miracles, 
and it made His disciples believe on Him. Do 
you know what a miracle is ? No man can 
do a miracle, unless God makes him able. 
If a little child were ill, and the doctor gave 
him medicine which made him well again, 
that would be no miracle, though it would be 
owing to the goodness of God. 

But if a little child were ill, and some one 
were to come in, and tell the child to get 
up and walk, and the child were to be in a 
moment quite well, — that would be a miracle. 
No one could do such a miracle without power 
from God. . When Peter and John and other 
good men did miracles, they did them in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. But the Lord Jesus 
did them in His own name. And in this way 
He showed Himself to be the Son of God. 



CHAPTER V. 

BUYING AND SELLING IN THE TEMPLE. 

JUST before the feast of the Passover 
the Lord Jesus came up to Jerusalem, 
and went into the Temple. 

You know that the Temple was the house 
of God, built for prayer and praise. But 
the people in the Temple were neither pray- 
ing nor praising. What do you think they 
were doing ? 

They were buying and selling, just as 
if the Temple had been a common shop 
or market. There were men selling cows 
and sheep and doves, and there were the 
changers of money sitting at their tables. 

When Jesus saw all this. He made a 
scourge or whip of small cords, and then 
drove them all out of the Temple. Not one 
tried to stay. All knew that they were in 
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the wrong, and fled before Him, though little 
thinking who it was before whom they fled. 
Jesus drove away the sheep and the oxen, 
and poured out the changers' money upon 
the ground, and threw over the tables, and 
said to the sellers of doves, — 

' ' Take these things hence ; make not my 
Father's house an house of merchandise." 

When the Jews saw this they said to 
Jesus,— 

*' What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 
that thou doest these things? " They meant, 
in what way could He show them that He 
had a right to do these things. 

The answer of the Lord Jesus was, '' De- 
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up." 

The Jews felt great surprise at such words. 
They said, — 

** Forty and six years was this temple in 
building, and wilt thou rear it in three days ? ' ' 
But they did not know what the Lord 
meant. For they were thinking of the stone 
Temple, put of which the buyers and sellers 
had just been driven, while Jesus spoke of 

3 
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His own body, calling it a temple. This was 
not the only time that Jesus used these 
words about Himself. You will find, by-and- 
by, that the Jews used them as an excuse 
for putting Him to death, three years after 
this time. 

All through the feast of the Passover the 
Lord Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. He made 
many to believe on Him, by the miracles 
which He showed them. 

There was a man in Jerusalem named 
Nicodemus. This man had heard about 
Jesus, and most likely had seen Him. He 
wanted to know more about Him, but he was 
afraid to come and see Him in the daytime. 
He was afraid of what his friends would 
think. That was not at all brave of Nico- 
demus. It was acting like a coward. He 
came at night to see Jesus instead of in the 
day. And although he had shown himself 
such a coward, yet the Lord Jesus was kind 
and gentle to him, and talked a great deal 
with him. This shows us how ready the 
Lord is at any time to welcome all who will 
come to Him. 
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When Nlcodemus first came in he said 
to Jesus, — 

*' Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God, for no man can do these 
miracles that thou doest, except ^God be 
with him." 

Jesus said to him, " Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee. Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God." 

The word ** verily" means *' truly." Nico- 
demus was very much puzzled at this saying, 
and he asked what it meant. He could not 
think how a man could be bom a second 
lime. Then Jesus said again,' — 

* * Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 

These words show us what Jesus meant. 
He did not mean that a grown man must 
become a little child again, but that all men, 
and all women, and all children too, must be 
bom of the Spirit before they can be saved. 
That is to say, they must have their own 
stony heart taken away, and a new heart of 
flesh given to them, that they may be able 
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to serve and love and obey God. That is 
what is meant by being bom of the Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus said a great many other 
things to Nicodemus in this strange night- 
visit. They were things which Nicodemus 
could never forget. Among them were 
words which are some of the first taught to 
hundreds of little English boys and girls. If 
you do not know these sweet words by heart, 
I hope you will soon learn them : — 

" For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

For God so loved the world ! Think how 
great that love must have been, that could 
make Him give up His dear and only Son to 
such a life of sorrow and such a fearful death. 
God so loved the world ! That means that 
He so loved yoM and me. Have you no grateful 
love, dear child, to give in return for this 
mighty and wondrous love of God towards 
you? 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

AFTER the Feast of the Passover the 
Lord Jesus went back to Galilee. 

On His way there He came to a city of 
Samaria, called Sychar. The city was near 
to the piece of ground that was given by 
Jacob, the son of Isaac, to his son Joseph. 
Jacob's well — that is, a well dug by Jacob, 
for the use of his people and herds and 
cattle — ^was also near. 

Do you know what a well is ? A very 
very deep hole is dug in the ground, so 
deep that water gathers in the bottom, and 
buckets are let down from the top to draw it 
out. This is called a well. 

The Lord Jesus was very tired with His 
journey. He had been walking many hours, 
and now the evening was coming on. His 
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disciples went away into the city to buy 
food, while He sat down to rest upon the 
well. How often Jesus must have felt worn 
and tired, with all His long journeys, and 
His hard work and labour. For though He 
was the Son of God, and had the mighty 
power of God, yet He was also man. Like 
other men, He could be faint and weak and 
weary. Yet He never left off doing good. 
He never left off trying to draw the hearts 
of all men to Himself. 

While Jesus sat there a woman of Samaria 
came up. She was going to draw some 
water out of the well. When Jesus saw her, 
He said to her, — 

'* Give me to drink.'* 

The woman felt some surprise at these 
words. For she was not a Jew, and the Jews 
all looked down upon the people of Samaria. 
They looked down upon them so much, that 
they would not even take water out of their 
hands. The woman knew this, but she did 
not know how kind and loving and unlike 
other Jews was the Saviour. So she 
said, — 
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**How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest 
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? " 

Jesus said to her, — 

** If thou knewest the gift of God, and 
who it is that said to thee. Give me to drink, 
thou wouldst have asked of him, and he 
would have given thee living water." 

The woman was puzzled by these words. 
She thought *Miving water'' meant the 
water in the well. She said to the Lord 
that He had nothing to draw out the water 
with, and the well was deep. She asked 
Him also if He was greater than Jacob who 
had made the well. 

Jesus then told her that all who drank of 
the water in the well should thirst again. 
But those who drank of the water that He 
would give them should never thirst again. 
Jesus did not mean that they should not 
thirst again in their body. He meant that 
they should be saved, and happy, resting in 
Him, and wanting nothing. 

But the woman still thought He was- 
speaking of water like that in the well. She 
said, — 
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*' Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw." 

The Lord Jesus did not say any more just 
then about the water. He began to tell her 
some of the things which had taken place in 
her past life. The woman felt great surprise 
at this, and she said at once, ** Sir, I per- 
ceive that thou art a prophet." She had 
never seen Jesus before, and she knew that 
unless He were a prophet He could not have 
known these things about which He told 
her. 

As they talked the woman asked Jesus 
where was the right place in which to wor- 
ship God. To worship means to pray and to 
praise. The Lord then showed her how 
little the place matters if people worship from 
their heart. He said, " God is a Spirit, 
and they that worship him must worship him 
4n spirit and in truth." 

Many people, and many little boys and girls 
too, kneel to God and say their prayers, who 
yet do not pray from their hearts. Many sing 
hymns without any real wish to praise God. 
It is very sad and very wrong. Such prayers 
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never have an answer, for that is not pray- 
ing in ** spirit and in truth.*' Do you know 
a little hymn which begins, ** When daily I 
kneel down to pray"? I will put it at the 
end of this chapter for you, and I hope you 
will read it with care. 

When the woman heard of this spirit- wor- 
ship she said, — 

" I know that Messias cometh, which is 
called Christ : when he is come he will tell 
us all things." 

Jesus said, ** I that speak unto thee am 
he." 

Think what the woman's joy must have 
been ! Think what she must have felt at 
finding herself speaking to the Christ so long 
looked for ! 

The disciples now came back from the 
town. They felt much surprise to see their 
Lord talking to this poor woman, but they 
did not ask why He did so. The woman left 
her water-pot, and went quickly away into 
the city. She was eager to tell her good 
news to her friends. Many came back with 
her at once to see Jesus. 
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While she was gone the disciples were 
alone with Jesus. They knew how tired and 
worn He had been with His journey, and 
how much He needed food. So they begged 
Him to take something, saying, — 

"Master, eat." 

But Jesus only said, — " I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of." 

The disciples were puzzled, and said to 
each other, — ** Hath any man brought him 
aught to eat ? ' * 

Then Jesus told them His meaning, for 
He said, — ** My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work." 

Many of the men of Samaria were led to 
believe on the Lord Jesus. They begged 
Him not to go away, and He stayed in their 
city two days. And in that time a great 
many learnt to know that He was indeed 
the Christ, ** the Saviour of the world." 

Here is the little hymn about which I 
spoke to you, on praying to the Lord ** in 
spirit and in truth " : — 

" When daily I kneel down to pray, 
As I am taught to do^ 
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God does not care for what I say, 
Unless I feel it too. 

" Yet foolish thoughts my heart beguile, 

And when I pray or sing, 
Fm often thinking all the while 

About some other thing. 

" Some idle play or childish toy 

Can send my thoughts abroad ; 
Though this should be my greatest joy, — 

To love and seek the Lord. 

" Oh, let me never never dare 

To act the trifler's part. 
Or think that God will hear a prayer 

That comes not from my heart. 

" But if I make His ways my choice, 

As holy children do. 
Then while I seek Him with my voice, 

My heart will love Him too." 



CHAPTER VII. 



THE nobleman's SON. 



TWO days later the Lord Jesus left 
Sychar, with His disciples, and went 
again into Galilee. 

There is a lovely lake in Galilee, and on 
the borders of the lake stood a town called 
Capernaum. In this town lived a nobleman, 
whose son was very ill, — so ill, that he was 
thought to be dying. The poor father was 
very sad and anxious about his son. As 
soon as he heard that Jesus had come back 
to Galilee he went to Him, and begged that 
He would come and heal his son. 

Jesus did not at once promise to do as He 
was asked. . He said, — 

** Except ye see signs and wonders ye 
will not believe." 

The nobleman was too sad about his son 
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to think of any other thing. He only knew 
that his child lay dying, and that the Lord 
Jesus was able to save him. Again he 
said, — 

** Sir, come down ere my child die." 

And this time the answer to his prayer 
came at once. Jesus said to him, — 

** Go thy way; thy son liveth." 

The nobleman had faith in the word of 
Jesus. He turned away at once towards his 
home, where he had left his dying child. 
As he went his servants came to meet him. 
And when they saw him they said the very 
same words that Jesus had said, — 

'' Thy son liveth.*' 

The nobleman asked them at what time 
his son began to grow better. They told 
him that the day before, at the seventh hour, 
the fever had left him. That was the very 
time at which the Lord Jesus had said to 
the nobleman, — **Gro thy way; thy son 
liveth." No wonder that from this time the 
nobleman and all his house had faith in 
Jesus. 

Do you know the meaning of the word 
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faith ? I will tell you. Faith means belief. 
You know what it is to believe something 
that is told you, — to feel quite sure that it is 
true. That is faith. To have faith in the 
Lord Jesus means to believe in Him. To 
believe in Him means to know Him, and to 
love Him, and to rest upon Him for pardon 
and peace. It is a very happy thing to be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus, — to have faith in Him. 
For it is only by having faith in Him that we 
can ever reach heaven. No little child is too 
small and young to love and believe in the 
Lord Jesus. He says to all little children, — 

* * I love them that love me ; and those 
that seek me early shall find me.'* 

Will not you try to be one of those little 
ones, who have sought and found the gentle 
Saviour ? 

Soon after this the Lord Jesus went to live 
in the town of Capernaum. He was one day 
walking by the Lake or Sea of Galilee, when 
He saw two men casting out a net into the 
water. These men were fishers, and they 
were trying to catch fish. You have heard 
of both these men before. The name of one 
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was Andrew. He was the same who stood by 
John the Baptist, when John looked on Jesus, 
and said, — " Behold the Lamb of God." The 
other was Andrew's brother, Simon Peter. 

When Jesus saw these two men fishing He 
said to them, — 

** Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men." Jesus meant by this that they 
should fish for the hearts of men, and try to 
draw them to the Saviour. 

Peter and Andrew at once left their nets, 
and went after Jesus. They walked along 
the shore, and soon they came to a small 
ship at the water's edge. In this ship were 
seated two brothers, named James and John, 
with their father Zebedee. They were not 
fishing, but they were mending their nets, to 
be ready for fishing next time. 

When the Lord Jesus saw James and John, 
He called them the same as He had called 
Peter and Andrew. They were just as ready 
to come as Peter and Andrew had been. 
And they at once left their father, and the 
ship, and the nets, and the servants, to follow 
after Jesus. 
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These four men left all that they had, and 
went after Jesus, the moment He called them. 
This is just what we should do. We ought 
to care little for earthly pleasures and earthly 
riches, and only wish to follow Jesus, and to 
know His love. 

One day the Lord Jesus went into the 
synagogue at Capernaum. A synagogue is 
a place of worship, where the Jews go to 
pray and to praise. There was only one 
Temple, and that was at Jerusalem, but there 
were synagogues in almost all Jewish towns. 

In the synagogue there was a man who 
had an unclean spirit. When men were like 
this it was very sad to see. No one could 
manage them, and it was almost the same 
as being mad. For sometimes they were so 
wild and fierce that they had to be put in 
chains, and people were afraid to go near 
them. 

As soon as this man saw Jesus he cried 
out, — ** Let us alone ; what have we to do 
with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ? art thou 
come to destroy us ? I know thee who thou 
art, the Holy One of God." 
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Men did not know Jesus to be the Son of 
God, until He taught them. Yet we see here 
that the wicked spirit knew Him at once, and 
was afraid of Him. Jesus said to the unclean 
spirit, — 

" Hold thy peace, and come out of him." 

Then when the spirit had thrown down 
the man, and had cried with a loud voice, 
he came out of him, and did not hurt him. 
Great wonder and surprise was felt by all 
who were present, for they had never seen 
such mighty works before. 

As soon as Jesus left the synagogue He 
went into the house of Simon Peter. In this 
house lay the mother of Peter's wife, very- 
ill with a dreadful fever. They all told the 
Lord Jesus about her, and begged Him to 
make her well. 

Then Jesus went and stood by the side of 
Peter's mother-in-law, as she lay, and took 
hold of her hand and lifted her up. In one 
moment the fever was gone, and she was 
quite well, — so well that she was able to 
serve and wait upon them all. 

After these great deeds of the Lord Jesus, 
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His name became quickly known In all the 
country round, and all men talked of what 
He had done. That same evening there 
were brought to Him crowds of poor people, 
who were sick and ill, or had unclean spirits, 
and He made them all quite well. Not 
one WcLS sent away. All who came were 
cured. 

Very early the next morning the Lord 
Jesus rose up, and went away into a desert 
place to pray. But His disciples and the 
people soon came looking for Him. When 
they found Him they tried to persuade Him 
to stay in Capernaum, and not to leave them. 
We cannot wonder at this wish of theirs, but 
Jesus said to them, — 

** I must preach the kingdom of God to 
other cities also, for therefore am I sent." 

After this Jesus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in synagogues, and preaching in the 
towns. His name became known through 
all the land of Syria. All sick people and 
those who had all kinds of illness and disease 
were brought to Him to be cured, and He 
cured each one. Great crowds of people 
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also came after Him, from Galilee and from 
Judea and from beyond Jordan, to hear 
and to learn the wondrous truths which He 
taught. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

ONE day the Lord Jesus stood upon the 
shore, preaching. The people around 
were so eager to hear the word of God, that 
they came pressing very closely upon Him. 
There were two boats standing by the lake, 
but the fishers were not in them, for they had 
gone out to wash their nets. 

One of these boats, or little ships, was 
Simon Peter's. The Lord Jesus went into 
it, to escape from the crowd of people. He 
prayed Simon then to push Him out a little 
way from the land. Look at this word prayed 
for a moment. It is the Bible word. The 
Lord did not command Simon, but asked him 
to do what He wished. Was not this gentle? 
And does it not give us a lesson as to the 
way in which we ought to speak to each 
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other? Rough hard tones of command are 
indeed sadly unlike the Saviour. 

When Simon had pushed out the boat, 
Jesus sat there, and taught the people who 
stood on the land. After a time He left off 
speaking to them, and said to Simon, — 

** Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught." 

Peter said, ** Master, we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing; never- 
theless at thy word I will let down the net." 

This shows Peter's belief in his Master's 
word. He knew that the Lord Jesus would 
not have told him to let down his nets with- 
out a good reason. They at once went out 
into the sea, and let down the net into the 
water. Hardly was this done before the fish 
came crowding into the net so fast that it 
became quite full, and broke. 

When Simon and those with him saw that 
the net was broken, they made signs to their 
partners in the other ship to come and help 
them. For there was danger of the fish 
making their escape through the holes in the 
net. Then they pulled it up, and filled both 
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the ships so full of fish that they begfan to 
sink. 

Peter and James and John, and all who were 
present, felt very great surprise at the number 
of fishes that they had caught. Peter, in his 
wonder at the sight, felt so much the mighty 
power of the Lord, and his own sinful weak- 
ness, that he fell down at the feet of Jesus, 
saying,— 

** Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord." 

It was a happy thing for Peter that Jesus 
did not go away as he asked Him to do. 
Jesus said to him, — 

"Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men." 

'' From henceforth" means from this time. 
As soon as they had brought their boats 
safely to shore, they left all, — their ships, 
their nets, the fish they had caught, — and 
went wholly after Jesus. 

About this time, when the Lord Jesus 
*was in a certain town, the name of which 
we do not know, there came to Him a poor 
leper. 
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Do you know what I mean by a leper? 
A leper was one who had a dreadful kind of 
illness, which made no one like to go near 
him. A leper was not able to live with 
other men. He was made to live quite 
apart. When he went about he had to do 
so with his clothes torn, and his head bare, 
and a cloth over his mouth. As he walked 
he had to cry aloud, *' Unclean ! unclean !" 
that no one might pass too near to him. 

The poor leper had heard of Jesus. He 
came to Him, and knelt down before Him, 
and fell on his face, and humbly asked the 
Lord's help, saying, — 

** Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean." 

You see that the man felt quite sure of 
the power of Jesus, but he did not feel sure 
about His will. - That is very common. A 
g-reat many people believe that the Lord is 
able to save them, but they do not believe 
that He is willing. They little think that 
He is far more willing to save them than 
they are to be saved. 

The poor leper had not long to wait. 



56 The Draught of Fishes. 

Jesus put out His hand, and touched him, 
and said, — 

**I will; be thou clean." And in one 
moment the man was made quite well. 

How kindly this was done ! No one dared 
to go near a leper, for if a man touched him 
he too was called unclean, and had to live 
for some days away from other men. But 
there was no fear of the holy Jesus being 
made unclean. Ah, no ! for at one touch of 
His pure tender hands the poor leper him- 
self became quite clean. 

And so is it with those who are lepers 
from sin. One touch from the bleeding 
hand which was pierced upon the cross, and 
the blackest sin is for ever cleansed away. 
You know that by sin I mean what is wrong. 
All wrong thoughts, and all wrong words, 
and all wrong deeds, are sin. Anger, pride, 
love of self, love of dress, untruth, and all 
other faults, are sin. The hearts of all men, 
and all women, and all children, are full of 
sin. But the darkest sin may be washed 
awayMn the blood of Jesus. 

When Jesus had cured the leper. He told 
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him to go to the priest. He also told him 
to speak to no man of what had been done 
to him. But the man did not obey this 
command. He went about and told the 
tale all over the country. Then there came 
such crowds of people after Jesus that He 
could not stay any longer in the city. He 
went away with His disciples into the desert. 
But even there the people came after Him 
from all parts of the land ; those who were 
well to hear His words, and those who were 
ill to be cured by Him. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE MAN WITH THE PALSY. 

SOME days after these things the Lord 
Jesus went back into Capernaum. 

It soon became known that He was there. 
All through the city people talked of His re- 
turn. A great crowd began to come into 
the house where he was. There were doc- 
tors and scribes and Pharisees, all sitting to 
hear what the Lord taught. And soon the 
house was so full that there was no room 
for a single person more. Even the door 
was quite filled up, and no one could go in 
or come out. 

Four men now came, bringing a poor 
man, who was sick of the palsy, lying on a 
bed. It was not a bed like our English beds, 
but more like a mattress, so that the men 
were quite well able to carry it. The palsy 
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is a very dreadful kind of illness. No won- 
der the friends of the poor sick man wished 
to take him to Jesus, that he might be made 
well. 

But how were they to get him into the 
house ? The crowd in the doorway kept 
them from going in that way. They tried, 
but soon found that it would not do. At 
last they thought of a good plan. What do 
you think it was ? 

In eastern countries, like Judea, the 
houses are often made of only one story. 
The roofs are then quite flat, so that people 
can go up there and walk. That was what 
the four men did. They went up on the 
roof, bearing the couch with them. And 
when they had broken a hole in the roof, 
they slowly let the couch down into the midst 
of the crowd, till it lay at the feet of Jesus. 

This was a happy place for the poor sick 
man to find himself in. He lay there and 
waited, and the people round waited too. 
Jesus did not cure him at once. Perhaps 
He saw that, down in the sick man's heart, 
there was a deeper want and longing than 
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even the wish to be made well. For when 
He saw the faith of the poor man, and of his 
friends, He said to the sick of the palsy, — 

** Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be for- 
given thee." 

Were not these blessed words for the poor 
man to hear? I think they must indeed 
have made him happy. But the proud 
scribes and Pharisees, who were sitting by, 
did not like them at all. They did not dare 
to speak what they thought, but in their 
hearts they said, — 

"Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? 
Who can forgive sins but God alone ? '* 

We know as well as they did that Grod 
alone can forgive sins. But they did not 
know, as we do, that Jesus is God. 

The Lord knew the thoughts of thes( 
men, and He said to them, — 

** Why reason ye these things in yoi 
hearts? Whether is it easier to say to tl 
sick of the palsy. Thy sins be forgiven the 
or to say. Arise, and take up thy bed, a 
walk? But that ye may know that ' 
^on of man hath power on earth to forg 
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sins'' — ^Jesus turned as He spoke to the poor 
sick man, and said, — **I say unto thee, Arise, 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way into 
thine house." 

The man at once arose, though before he 
had not been able to stand or walk, and took 
up his bed. He went away to his own 
house, praising God for the great mercy 
granted to him. 

The scribes and Pharisees had nothing 
more to say after this. By His mighty 
power in healing the poor helpless man the 
Lord had shown His power to forgive sins 
too. All who saw this deed were filled with 
fear and wonder, and said to each other, 
** We have seen strange things to-day." 

After this Jesus went upon the sea-shore, 
and again crowds of people came to Him 
to be taught. As He passed along He saw 
a man named Matthew, and said to him, — 

** Follow me." 

Matthew was not a poor man. He was 
earning money at that moment. But when 
the Lord called him he at once left all that 
he had, and went after Jesus. 
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Matthew then made a great feast in his 
own house, and asked the Lord Jesus to 
come to it. Perhaps it was a kind of part- 
ing feast, before he said good-bye to all his 
friends. For after this, in all places where 
Jesus went he went too. 

There were present at the feast a great 
many publicans and sinners, who came in 
after the Lord and His disciples, and sat 
with them. The scribes and Pharisees did 
not at all like this. They were very proud, 
and they looked down very much upon the 
poor publicans and sinners. They little 
thought how black and full of sin were their 
own hearts, though their outward lives were 
so steady and proper. And they began to 
complain of Jesus to His disciples, saying, — 

" How is it that he eateth and drinketh 
with publicans and sinners ? ' ' 

When Jesus heard them He said to them, — 

*' They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick. I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance." 

A physician means a doctor, and righteous 
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means good, or holy. So long as a person 
is well he does not need to call in a doctor. 
Our Lord did not mean that the scribes and 
Pharisees were in truth either whole or 
righteous, but only that they thought them- 
selves so. 

So long as a man thinks himself holy and 
good, he does not feel his need of a Saviour. 
Until he feels his need of a Saviour, and 
prays for mercy, God will not forgive him 
his sins. But the moment a man or a child 
feels himself to be a sinner, that moment 
he becomes one of those whom Jesus came 
to call and to save. 



CHAPTER X. 



TWO MEN CURED. 



A YEAR had now passed since the Lord 
Jesus had been in Jerusalem. The 
Feast of the Passover was again near. And 
again crowds of people from all parts, among 
whom were Jesus and His disciples, went up 
to Jerusalem. 

Near the sheep-market, in Jerusalem, 
there was a pool of water, called Bethesda. 
It was not a common pool of water. Close 
to it were five porches, and in these porches 
lay a great number of sick and blind and 
lame persons. What do you think they 
lay there for ? Why did they not go home 
to be nursed? They were waiting there 
for something. But what do you think it 
was? 

They were waiting for the moving of the 
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water in the pool. At certain times an angel 
came down and troubled the water. As 
soon as the water had been troubled or 
moved by the angel, all the sick and blind 
and lame people left their beds, and hurried 
down to the water's edge. The one who 
first reached it and stepped in was made 
well from any illness that he had. Only one 
could be cured. All the rest were too late, 
and they had to wait till the next time. 

Amongst these people was one poor man, 
who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
Thirty-eight years is a very very long time. 
When the Lord Jesus saw him lying there, 
and knew how long his illness had lasted, 
He said to him, — 

** Wilt thou be made whole ? *' 

The poor helpless man said, **Sir, I have 
no man, when the water is troubled, to put 
me into the pool, but while I am coming 
another steppeth down before me." 

Jesus felt such tender pity for the sad state 
of the poor man, that He did not even wait 
for His help to be asked. He said to him, — 

" Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.'' 

5 
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In one moment the man was made quite 
well, and took up his bed and walked. What 
a strange and mighty change it must have 
been to him, after his thirty-eight long 
years of illness! How grateful and loving 
he ought to have felt. But I am afraid he 
was neither grateful nor loving, as you will 
soon see. 

When the Jews saw what was done, they 
said to the man, — 

*'It is the Sabbath-day; it is not lawful for 
thee to carry thy bed." 

The Sabbath of the Jews is not on Sun- 
day, as with us, but on Saturday. Our Lord 
has taught us that deeds of mercy and kind- 
ness are never wrong on the Sabbath-day. 
But the Jews often found fault with Him for 
such deeds. 

The man said, in answer to the Jews, — 

*' He that made me whole, the same said 
unto me. Take up thy bed and walk.'* 

The Jews asked him, " What man is that 
which said unto thee, Take up thy bed and, 
walk?'* 

The man who had been made well could 
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not answer this. Jesus had passed quickly 
away from his sight after curing him. But 
a little later Jesus found him in the temple, 
and there spoke to him. This time the 
Lord did not forgive the man's sins, besides 
healing his body. We may be sure that 
the man did not repent of his sins, or par- 
don would have come to him, as to so many 
others. Jesus only said to him, — 

*' Behold, thou art made whole; sin no 
more, lest a worst thing come unto thee." 

The man then went away, and told the 
Jews that it wais Jesus who had made him 
well. This does not look as if he felt very 
thankful for his great mercy. 

As soon as the Jews heard that it was 
Jesus who had cured the man, they tried to 
kill Him, because He had done it upon the 
Sabbath-day. But they tried in vain. The 
time had not yet come when He would lay 
down His life for the sake of the world. 
Until He gave Himself into their hands 
they were not able to hurt one hair of His 
head. 

When the Passover was over \}cva \j^x^ 
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Jesus and His disciples went back agfain to 
Capernaum, in Galilee. 

One Sabbath-day, when Jesus went into 
the synagogue at Capernaum, a poor man 
was there, whose right hand was all dried 
up and helpless. He could not put out his 
hand, or take hold of things with it, or use 
it in any way. 

The Jews knew well how ready the Lord 
always was to cure those who were ill or 
needed curing. They watched and watched 
to see if he would heal the man. They 
wanted to be able to say that he had broken 
the Sabbath. And some of them asked, — 

** Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath-days? '* 

By *' lawful " they meant right. They 
asked if it were right to make people well on 
the Sabbath-day ? 

Jesus saw what they were thinking about, 
and He said to the man, — 

" Rise up, and stand forth in the midst." 

The man rose up from his seat, and came 
forward, as he was told. Jesus then said to 
the Jews, — 

'' / will ask you one tVvmg. 1^ it lawful 
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on the Sabbath-day to do good, or to do 
evil ? to save life or to destroy it ? " 

The Jews said nothing. They did not 
know what to answer. For what could they 
have said, but that it was right to do good 
on the Sabbath-day ? And how could they 
have said that it was not doing good to 
make well those who were ill or in pain ? 

So the Jews gave no answer to this ques- 
tion. But the Lord gave it an answer Him- 
self. He said, — 

** What man shall there be among you, 
that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a 
pit on the Sabbath-day will he not lay hold 
on it, and lift it out ? How much then is a 
man better than a sheep ? Wherefore it is 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath-days." 

The Jews had nothing more to say. That 
quiet **It is lawful'* put them to silence. 
But they would not give way. Though they 
knew they were wrong, yet pride kept them 
from saying so. Jesus looked round upon 
them all, with holy anger and sorrow at the 
hardness of their hearts. And then He said 
to the man, — 
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" Stretch forth thine hand/' 

The man's hand was helpless and wither- 
ed. He was not able to use it in any way. 
But when the Lord told him to stretch it out, 
he did not stop to think whether he was able 
to do so or not. He at once did as he was 
told. As soon as he tried he found he was 
able to do it. He stretched out his hand, and 
in a moment it was made well like the other. 

Do you not think the Jews were pleased 
with this ? Do you not think they were glad 
to see the poor man cured ? 

No, they were filled with mad anger against 
the gentle Saviour. They could not bear 
to see His great power. They hated to have 
these good and loving deeds done upon the 
Sabbath-day. And they went and talked 
with each other about the best way in which 
they might put Jesus to death. 



CHAPTER XL 



THE WIDOW OF NAIN. 



WHEN Jesus knew that the Jews wanted 
to kill Him, He went away to the 
sea-side. Great numbers of people came 
to Him there, and all who were ill were made 
well by Him. 

Then Jesus went up into a mountain, and 
spent all the night there in prayer to God. 
When morning came He called to Him His 
disciples, and chose twelve of them who were 
always to be with Him. They were also to 
have power to make sick people well, and to 
cast out unclean spirits. 

These twelve disciples were called Apostles. 
Among the twelve were James, and John, 
and Peter, and Andrew, and Matthew, and 
one called Judas Iscariot, of whom you will 
hear more by-and-by. 
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After all these things the Lord Jesus 
went into Capernaum. There was a centu- 
rion in Capernaum whose servant was very 
ill of the palsy. The servant was so ill that 
his life Wcis in danger. A centurion was a 
captain over a hundred soldiers. The centu- 
rion was very fond of his servant, and was 
very sorry to see him so ill. 

So he sent some of his friends to beg 
Jesus to come and make the servant well. 
His friends took his message, and begged 
Jesus very hard to do what the centurion 
wished. The centurion was a Roman, but 
these friends of his were Jews. They said 
to Jesus that he was worthy of the mercy 
he asked, for he loved the Jewish nation, and 
had built them a synagogue in which to 
worship God. To be worthy of a thing is to 
deserve it. You know what it is to deserve 
a reward, or a pleasure, do you not ? That 
is the same as being worthy of it. • 

The Lord Jesus then turned and went 
with them. But as they went, and when 
they were not far from the house, there 
came some more friends of the centurion. 
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bringing a second message. This was the 
message : — 

"Lord, trouble not thyself, for I am not 
worthy that thou shouldst enter under my 
roof: wherefore neither thought I myself 
worthy to come unto thee: but say in a 
word, and my servant shall be healed." 

And then he told why he felt so sure that 
one word from the Lord would make his 
servant well. He said that he himself had 
men under him, who did just what he told 
them. He knew what it was to obey others, 
and to make others obey him. And he 
knew that the whole world, and all things 
in the world, must obey the Lord Jesus. 

This message shows that the centurion 
had strong faith in Jesus. I have told you 
before what faith means. He had strong 
belief in Jesus, strong belief in the power of 
Jesus, and strong belief in the kindness of 
Jesus. He felt quite sure that the Lord was 
able and willing to do what he wished. 

Besides having faith, the centurion was 
humble. His friends told Jesus that he was 
worthy, but the centurion himse\i ^"acA, — 
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" Lord, I am not worthy." He felt that he 
did not deserve what he asked, and yet he 
knew the Lord would give it to him. 

When Jesus heard the second message of 
the centurion. He turned to the people behind 
Him, and said, — 

** I say unto you, I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel." 

Wcis not this sad? The Jews were the 
people of God, and the Romans were a 
heathen nation, who prayed to idols. Yet 
this Roman soldier had more faith in Jesus 
than all the Jewish people had. 

The Lord Jesus did not go on to the cen- 
turion's house. The friends who had been 
sent went back again, and there they found 
the servant quite well. The servant was very 
dear to his master. How glad the centurion 
must have been to have his dying servant 
all at once made well, and given back to 
him again ! 

The next day Jesus was going to a city 
called Nain. His disciples and a great 
many people were walking with Him. 

As they came near to the city gate, they 
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saw a very sad sight before them. A dead 
man was being taken out to be buried. His 
body Wcis laid upon a bier, which was borne 
along by some men. Behind the bier came 
his poor weeping mother, and a great, many 
people from the city. The dead man was 
the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow. She had no one left to her now. 
No son; no husband. Both were taken 
away by death, and she was left alone. 

When the Lord saw the poor mother He 
had pity upon her, and He said to her, — 

"Weep not." 

Then He came and touched the bier upon 
which the dead body was laid. He did not 
say a word, but tlie moment He touched the 
bier the men who bore it stood quite still. 
Jesus said to the dead man, lying before 
Him, — 

** Young man, I say unto thee. Arise." 

The moment before the young man had 
lain white and lifeless, cold and dead, upon 
the bier. His eyes could not see ; his ears 
could not hear ; his lips could not move ; 
his heart diid not heat. But at \)cv^ ^ot^ 
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** Arise!" life came back like a flash into 
the cold dead frame. The young man sat 
up upon the bier, and began to speak, and 
Jesus gave him to his mother. 

Think what a gift that was — ^her only son 
given back to her from the dead! Think 
what the mother's joy must have been. Only 
the minute before she had been weeping 
over the loss of her son, feeling that never 
again in this world could he belong to her. 
And now she had him again, bright and 
full of life and strength as ever. 

But there came a great fear upon all who 
saw this mighty deed. Well might they 
praise God, and say to each other that a 
great prophet had risen up among them, and 
that God Himself had come to visit His 
people. 

At this time John the Baptist was in 
prison, where he had been put by King 
Herod. In his prison he heard of all the 
great works of the Lord Jesus. Although 
John was such a great prophet, and had been 
shown so plainly that Jesus was the Christ, 
yet it seems that he did not even now feel 
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quite sure about it. For he called to him 
two of his disciples, and told them to go to 
Jesus, and to say to Him, — 

" Art thou He that should come, or look 
we for another ? ' ' 

**He that should come," meant the Christ, 
for whom all Jews were looking and hoping. 
John's disciples came to Jesus, and said to 
Him in John's own words, — 

** Art thou He that should come, or look 
we for another? " 

They did not have an answer at once. 
Jesus kept them with Him for a time, and let 
them look on. A great many sick and lame 
and blind came to Him, in that hour, to be 
made well. And then Jesus said to the 
disciples, — 

** Go your way, and tell John what things 
ye have seen and heard ; how that the blind, 
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the Gospel is preached^" 

A better answer could not have been sent. 
For who but the Lord Himself could have 
done such mighty deeds? Other mew tcv\^c^ 
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have power given them to do miracles, "in 
the name of the Lord." But the Son of 
God alone could do them in His own name, 
and by His own power. These things 
showed that He had come from Grod. 

After John's disciples had gone, the Lord 
spoke much to the people around. And then 
He said, — 

** I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. Even so. Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight." 

** Revealed" means '* shown," and ** these 
things " mean the things of the Gospel. 
Many a little child learns the way to heaven, 
while wise and learned men try to find it and 
cannot do so, because they do not seek for 
it in the blood of Jesus. 

Again, and at the same time, Jesus 
said, — 

** Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye 
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shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

These are words which all ought to know. 
There are no words in the Bible more tender 
and sweet. How gently the Lord tells all 
who are weary to come to Him ! How 
kindly He tells us to take His yoke upon us ! 
We must have one yoke upon our necks. 
But we may choose which it shall be, — either 
the yoke of sin, which is hard and heavy, 
and brings much sorrow, or the yoke of 
Jesus, which is easy and soft, and brings 
only joy. Which do you think is the best ? 

I am going to tell you in the next chapter 
about a poor woman who was weary and 
heavy laden, and who found peace by coming 
to Jesus. I think she must have heard of 
these gentle words of the Lord, and have 
come to him as soon as she heard them. 



CHAPTER Xir. 

THE WOMAN WHO WAS A SINNER. 

ONE of the Pharisees asked the Lord 
Jesus to go and sit at meat with him, 
and Jesus went. While they sat at meat in 
the Pharisee's house, there came from the 
city a poor woman, who had heard that Jesus 
was there. This woman was a great sinner, 
but she was truly sorry for her sins, and 
longed for pardon. She did not speak or 
ask the Lord to pardon her, but she stood at 
His feet behind Him weeping. 

It was not the way of the Jews to sit up 
at meals on chairs, as we do in England, 
but they lay on couches all round the table. 
They also wore sandals, instead of shoes 
and stockings, and in the house they took 
their sandals off, and went without them. 

You can fancv now how it was that the 
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woman stood weeping behind the couch, on 
which the Lord lay. She had in her hands 
a box of ointment, which she had brought 
with her. And soon she began to wash the 
feet of Jesus with her tears, and to wipe 
them with her hair, and to kiss them, and to 
anoint them with the ointment. This was 
all to show her deep and humble sorrow for 
her sins. 

When the Pharisee saw that Jesus did not 
send the woman away, he felt surprise, and 
he said to himself, " This man, if he were 
a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman this is that toucheth him ; 
for she is a sinner." 

He thought that if Jesus had known what 
a bad woman she was. He would not have 
let her stay with Him. He thought that 
this showed that Jesus was not a prophet. 
But he soon found his mistake. He soon 
found that Jesus knew all about the woman, 
and all that was in his own mind as well. 
Jesus said to him, — 

** Simon, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee.'' 

6 
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Simon — the Pharisee who had asked the 
Lord to meat — made answer, " Master, say 
on. 

The Lord then told Simon a short para- 
ble. A parable is a story with a meaning in 
it. This was the parable : — 

** There was a certain creditor which had 
two debtors; the one owed five hundred 
pence, and the other fifty. And when they 
had nothing to pay he fi-ankly forgave them 
both. Tell me, therefore, which of them 
will love him most." 

Simon said, ** I suppose that he to whom 
he forgave most." 

Jesus said, " Thou hast rightly judged." 

Do you see why Simon was right in his 
answer ? A creditor means a man who has 
lent money to some one else. We say then 
that he has money owing to him, for it has 
to be paid back to him. A debtor is a man 
who has had money lent to him. We say 
that he owes the money, for he has to pay it 
back. 

Here, then, were two debtors, one who owed 
hve hundred pence, and one who owed fifty* 
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Neither of the two had any money to pay their 
debts. The creditor was a very kind man. He 
might have put the two men into prison, and 
seized all their goods. But instead of this 
he forgave them both, and did not make 
them pay him. Do you not think they must 
have been very thankful ? And do you not 
think that the one who had owed ten times 
the most, must have been the most thankful 
of the two ? 

The Lord then turned towards the woman, 
and said to Simon, — 

** Seest thou this woman? I entered into 
thine house, thou gavest me no water for 
my feet ; but she hath washed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. Thou gavest me no kiss, but this 
woman, since the time I came in, hath not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint, but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore, 
I say unto thee. Her sins, which are many, 
' are forgiven, for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth 
little/' 
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The Lord found fault with Simon in these 
words. When a guest came to a Jew's 
house, if he were a great man, or if he were 
very welcome, the host used to meet him 
with a kiss, and unloose his sandals for him, 
and give him water for his feet, and sweet 
ointment for his head. 

Simon had done none of these things. 
And though Jesus had borne it in silence, 
yet at the right moment He gave him a 
gentle rebuke. We do not know how Simon 
took the rebuke; but he ought to have felt 
bitter pain and shame at what he had done. 
Never again in all his life would "he have a 
guest so great and mighty, though so lowly. 

After speaking to Simon, the Lord turned 
to the woman, and said to her, — 

" Thy sins are forgiven." 

They were blessed words, and must have 
fallen sweetly upon the poor woman's heart. 
But those at table were not pleased. They 
began to say to each other, — 

'' Who is this that forgiveth sins also ? " 

Jesus took no notice of their thoughts or 
words. Had they wished in truth to know 
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more about Him, He would have told them 
more. But as it was, He only said again to 
the woman, — 

*' Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace." 

No longer had she need to stand and 
weep. Full pardon for all her sins was 
granted to her. And like the debtor who 
owed five hundred pence, her love in re- 
turn must have been deep and strong and 
lasting. 

The Lord Jesus then went through all the 
cities and towns, and into each village of 
Galilee, preaching the glad news of the 
kingdom of God. The twelve apostles and 
other disciples went with Him. 

A great crowd came round to hear His 
words, such a crowd that Jesus and His 
disciples had not time even to eat bread 
when they needed it. The friends of Jesus 
heard this, and they said, ** He is beside 
Himself." That meant that they thought 
Him mad. Strange that even now some of 
them did not know and believe in Him. 

Still more strange is it when we know who 
these inenAs were. It was the moXNxet ^xA 
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the brethren of Jesus who thought He must 
be beside Himself, because He spent all 
His time in teaching the poor and healing 
the sick. They made up their minds to 
come and lay hold of Him, and take Him 
away. 

And while He yet talked to the people 
they came. They could not come near be- 
cause of the crowd, but they called to Him 
from without. Then some of the people 
said to Jesus, — 

" Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 
stand without, desiring to speak with thee." 

Jesus knew well why they wished to speak 
to Him. But for this they would have been 
welcome to His side. All were welcome 
who wished for teaching or for help. But 
the mother and the brethren of our Lord had 
to learn that, in His mighty work upon 
earth, they had no power or voice unless they 
chose to work with Him. 

Jesus said to the man who told Him, — 

" Who is my mother, and who are my 
brethren ? ' ' 

And then stretching out His hand towards 
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the disciples, who stood around Him on all 
sides, He said, — 

** Behold my mother and my brethren ! 
For whosoever shall do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, the same is my brother 
and sister and mother." 



CHAPTER XIIL 

THE STORM ON THE LAKE. 

ONE day the Lord Jesus went out o( 
the house, and sat by the side of 
the sea. Then there came a great crowd 
round to hear Him. And, as He had done 
before. He went into a boat, and taught the 
people as they stood upon the shore. 

When evening came, after He had 
preached long, and told many parables, 
Jesus said to His disciples, — 

** Let us pass over unto the other side." 

But before they went, a scribe came and 
said to Jesus, — 

** Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest." 

Jesus did not tell the man to come. He 
said, *' The foxes have holes, and the birds 
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of the air have nests, but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head." 

A second disciple said, — 

** Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my 
father.'' 

Jesus said, — 

** Follow me; and let the dead bury their 
dead." 

These two men, you see, did not get the 
same answer. The first thought himself 
quite ready and willing to go after the Lord 
into any kind of trouble and danger. But 
Jesus, looking into his heart, saw that he 
was in truth neither ready nor willing. The 
man did not know his own heart. The 
answer given him was one to keep him back, 
and not to draw him on. *'The Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head." If the Lord 
had not where to lay His head, those who 
went after Him would not have where to lay 
their heads either. This would not invite 
one who loved his own ease and comfort. 

The second man was willing to follow the 
Saviour, but he did not want to do so at 
once. He wanted to go first and Xmrj \\V5. 
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father. He did not mean by this that his 
father was dead at that time. He only . 
meant that he wanted to go and live at 
home, until his father, who was very likely 
an old man, should die and be buried. 
After that, he thought, he would come and 
follow the Lord Jesus. 

But Jesus wished him to come at once. 
He said to him, ** Follow me, and let the 
dead bury their dead.*' The man had 
learnt to know the Saviour. He was not to 
go and live with those who were dead in 
spirit through sin. He was to go at once 
after the Lord. 

Jesus now went into a ship with His dis- 
ciples, to cross over the sea of Galilee. As 
they started He fell asleep. He must indeed 
have been tired and weary with His long 
and hard day's work. We can scarcely fancy 
what that hard work and labour must have 
been. Always going about from village to 
village, and town to town. Always preach- 
ing and teaching, amid crowds of people. 
Always curing the sick, and helping those 
who were in sorrow. And all this beneath 
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the heat of such a burning sun as we never 
see in England. 

As the little ship went sailing through the 
water, a great storm came over the lake. 
The wind blew stronger and stronger, and 
the waves grew higher and higher. Soon 
the water and spray began dashing into the 
ship, until it was filled quite full. 

There seemed danger that the ship would 
sink. As it tossed and struggled on its way, 
and the great waves came washing over 
them, the disciples felt very ijiuch afraid. 
They thought * they would be drowned. 
Through all the noise and tumult of the 
storm the Lord was still sleeping gently in 
the back part of the ship, resting upon a 
pillow. The disciples could trust in His 
power when He was awake, but they did not 
trust in it when He was asleep. So they 
came to Him in fear, and awoke Him, say- 
ing,— 

** Master, carest thou not that we perish? " 

Then Jesus arose, and spoke to the wild 
howling wind, and said to the raging sea, — 

*' Peace, be siiW 
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In one moment the wind ceased, and the 
waves went down, and over the whole sea 
there was a great calm. And Jesus said to 
His disciples, — 

" Why are ye so fearful ? how is it that ye 
have no faith ? ' ' 

The disciples had nothing to say. They 
must have felt now how weak and foolish they 
had been to doubt the power of their Lord, 
whether in sleeping or in waking. But they 
feared greatly at the sight of what He had 
done, and said to each other, — 

** What manner of man is' this, that even 
the wind, and the sea obey him ? " 

They might well ask that, if they did not 
yet know that He was God as well as man. 
They might well feel wonder and fear at the 
sight they had seen. One moment the sea 
had been raging and tossing and heaving 
and swelling. The wind had howled and 
whistled around. The boat had risen up 
upon the waves, and sunk down into the 
hollows, seeming as if it must sink. 

The next moment, at a few quiet words 
from the Lord Jesus, the mtvd had ceased to 
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blow, and the mighty waves had sunk into 
instant and perfect stillness. This was a 
great miracle. After a storm, even when 
the wind has quite gone down, we always 
see the waves go on heaving and swelling 
for many hours. But in one moment, at the 
word of the Lord, the sea became quiet and 
still as glass. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE LITTLE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS. 

AFTER the storm was over the ship 
went on, till it came to the other side 
of the lake. As soon as Jesus and His dis- 
ciples had landed, they were met by a man 
who had an unclean spirit. He had no home 
of his own, but he lived among the tombs or 
graves. He was so wild and fierce that no 
one dared to walk that way. He had often 
been tied and bound with chains, but in his 
mad strength he snapped the chains as if 
they were glass. No one could manage him, 
and no one had any power to tame him. All 
his time, both night and day, he spent among 
the tombs and in the mountains, crying aloud 
and cutting himself with stones. 

But when the poor wretched man saw 
Jesus from a long way off, he ran and fell 
down at His feet to worship Him. 



The Little Daughter of Jairus. 95 

Jesus said, — 

** Come out of the man, thou unclean 
spirit." 

Then the man cried with a loud voice, 
** What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of God most high ? I beseech thee, tor- 
ment me not." 

You see that, through the evil spirit which 
was in him, the man at once knew Jesus to 
be the Son of God. Jesus asked him, — 

** What is thy name ? 

The man said, "My name is Legion: for 
we are many." A legion was a large num- 
ber of soldiers. This man's name was 
Legion, because there were many unclean 
spirits i^ him. 

Near to where our Lord stood there was 
a great herd of about two thousand swine, 
or pigs, feeding upon the mountains. The 
evil spirits besought the Lord that He would 
not send them away out of the country, but 
that He would let them go into the herd of 
swine. Jesus gave them leave, as they 
asked. Then the evil spirits went out of the 
man into the herd of swine. And the nkIvoI^^ 
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herd of two thousand swine rushed wildly 
down the steep mountain-side into the sea, 
where they were all drowned in the water. 

The men who took care of the herd fled 
when they saw what was done, and ran to 
tell the news in the city and in the country. 
Then all the people came out of the city 
to Jesus. And great was their wonder 
to find the wild fierce man, of whom they 
had been so much afraid, sitting-, clothed, 
and in his right mind. 

Do you not think this great miracle of 
Jesus must have made them wish to keep 
Him, and learn from Him ? No, it did not. 
They were in great fear at what they saw, 
and they begged and prayed Him to go 
away out of their country. 

The Lord Jesus went back again into the 
ship at once. He never stayed where people 
did not wish to have Him. He never comes 
now into the hearts of those who do not 
want Him. He comes only where He is 
welcome. But when He is welcome, and 
where He does come, what joy and peace 
and love He brings with Him ! 
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The foolish thankless wish of those people 
was given to them. There was only one 
man who knew better, and that was the man 
from whom the evil spirits had been driven. 
He begged Jesus to let him go back with 
Him into the ship, and stay with Him. But 
Jesus would not allow this. Although the 
people were casting Him off, yet He would 
not cast them off. He would not leave them 
in their darkness, without some one still to 
warn them. And He said to the man, — 

* * Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee." 

The man went, as he was told, and made 
known throughout the whole city what 
wondrous pity the Lord had shown to him. 
Great wonder was felt by all who heard his 
story. 

Meanwhile the Lord Jesus went again 
across the lake, back to Capernaum. He 
was met there by crowds, who were waiting 
for Him, and were glad and thankful to have 
Him among them once more. The people 
on this side of the Lake of GsXAe^ n^^x^ 
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wiser and more happy than those on th< 
other side. They knew and loved the Sa 
viour, and they were ready and eager to giv< 
Him a welcome. 

One day, as the Lord sat at meat in th( 
house, there came to Him a ruler, name< 
Jairus, who fell down at His feet to worshi] 
Him. Jairus was in great trouble, and h- 
had come to ask the Lord's help. He ha< 
left his little girl at home so ill that evei 
now he thought she might be dead. Ye 
still he knew the power of Jesus to mak 
her well, and he begged that she might b 
cured. He said, — 

" My little daughter lieth at the point c 
death. I pray thee, come and lay thy hand 
on her, that she may be healed; and sh 
shall live." 

Cannot you fancy the poor, sad, anxiou 
father kneeling at the feet of Jesus, prayinj 
for the life of his dear little daughter, — hi 
only little girl, who lay dying at home ? An< 
cannot you fancy, also, the tender pity an< 
gentle kindness of the loving Saviour, as H< 
rose at once to go to t\ve \^ou'&^ of jairus ? 
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After Jesus came His disciples, and a 
great crowd of people walked with Him on 
the way. Jairus must have wanted very 
much to get on fast. He must have found 
it hard to be kept back by the people. But 
there was something else to hinder them still 
more. 

A poor woman was in the crowd who for 
twelve long years had had a bad illness, 
which nothing could cure. She had gone to 
many doctors, and had spent all her money 
in trying to get well, but it was all of no use, 
for she was worse instead of better. 

When this woman heard of the might}" 
power of Jesus, she came close behind Him 
in the crowd, and touched the border of His 
garment, thinking to herself, '' If I may but 
touch His clothes I shall be whole." 

Was it not great faith and trust which 
this woman showed ? She did not speak to 
Jesus. She did not ask those around what 
she had better do. She felt quite sure that 
one touch of the garments of the holy Jesus 
would make her well. Nor was she wrong. 
In the crowd who pressed a\\ atOMtA^\Nfex 
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touch was not seen. But in that moment 
her illness was cured, and she found herself 
well. 

No one saw the touch given. There were 
many walking and pressing quite close to 
Jesus. But, amid them all, He felt at once 
that one touch oi faith. He turned round 
and said, — 

" Who touched my clothes ? " 

The people all said they had not done so. 
Then the disciples said, — 

*' Master, the multitude throng thee and 
press thee, and sayest thou. Who touched 
me?" 

Jesus said, " Somebody hath touched me; 
for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me." 

Then Jesus looked round upon all the 
people, to see who it was that had done this 
thing. Well the woman knew that it was 
useless to think of hiding herself from that 
searching gaze. She came forward, trem- 
bling and fearing, and threw herself down at 
His feet. And then she told aloud, before 
all the people, why she had touched Him, 
and how she had been m^.de v^^lL 
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She need not have feared or trembled, for 
never yet was the Lord angry with those who 
have come to Him for help. He said to her : 

** Daughter, be of good comfort: thy 
faith hath made thee whole ; go in peace." 

As He was speaking to the woman there 
came one bringing a message from the house 
of Jairus, and saying, — 

*• * Thy daughter is dead ; why troublest 
thou the Master any further ? " 

Think what Jairus must have felt when he 
heard this. His dear and only daughter lay 
dead ! How his heart must have ached at 
the thought. But Jesus said to him, — 

" Fear not : believe only, and she shall be 
made whole," and they still went on their 
way. 

At last they came to the ruler's house. 
There, as is the way in Judea when some one 
dies, they found a great many people, all 
weeping and crying aloud and making a 
great noise. Many of them were paid to do 
this, and it was to show the sorrow of the 
parents and friends of the child. But when 
Jesus Saw them He said, — 
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** Why make ye this ado and weep? the 
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth/' 

They began to laugh at him on hearing 
this. For they knew that the child had died. 
But they did not know that it was a death 
only like a short sleep, and that in a few 
minutes the child would awake. 

Only Peter and James and John had come 
into the house. The Lord would not let a 
crowd follow Him into this sad mourning 
household. He now sent away all those 
who had been weeping and wailing. And 
taking with Him the three disciples, and 
the father and mother of the maiden. He 
went into the room where the dead child 
lay. 

Yes, — there she lay, cold and lifeless. A 
little girl, only twelve years old, yet not too 
young to die. But death at this time was 
not long to have power over her. Jesus came 
to her side, and took the cold hand into His 
own, and said, — 

**Talitha cumi," the meaning of which 
was, ** Damsel, I say unto thee. Arise!" 
Talitha meant damsel, and it was als6 a ten- 
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der loving word, often used by mothers to 
their little children. 

When the Lord spoke thus the spirit of 
the child came into her again, and she arose 
and walked. Although her parents had 
heard so much of the power of Jesus, and 
had called Him to their help, yet they were 
filled with deep wonder. I think they must 
have been filled with joy also, to have their 
dear and only little girl given back to them 
again from the dead. 

The Lord Jesus then said to them that 
they were to tell no one about what had been 
done. He also told them to give the child 
something to eat. What kind thought He 
showed, even in such a little thing as this. 
Perhaps, in the parents' great joy, there was 
danger that they might forget her need of 
food. But Jesus took care that even that 
should not be wanting to the little girl. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE FIRST MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND 

FISHES. 

AS the Lord Jesus went away from the 
house of Jairus, there came after Him 
two blind men, crying aloud, — 

*' Thou Son of David, have mercy on us." 

Jesus did not turn back or answer them. 
He went on till He reached the house, and 
then the blind men came to Him. Do you 
know what it is to be blind ? If you were 
blind you would not be able to see the green 
grass, or the blue sky, or the pretty flowers, 
or the faces of those you love, or any of the 
things round about you. It is a very sad 
thing to be blind. 

When the two men came up to Jesus, 
He said to them, — 

^^ Believe ye that I am able to do this ? " 
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They said: '* Yea, Lord." There was 
no doubting, no waiting to think. At once 
they were able to answer, '' Yes." 

Jesus then touched their eyes, and said, — 

" According to your faith, be it unto you." 

And in a moment their eyes were able to 
see plainly. How glad and happy they must 
have been to find themselves no longer 
blind and helpless. 

Before they went away Jesus told them 
to keep the thing secret, saying, " See that 
no man know it." But instead of doing as 
they were told, they made known what He 
had done throughout all the country. 

Soon after this the Lord Jesus went again 
to the city of Nazareth, where He had lived 
for nearly thirty years. But the people there 
did not believe on Him. It hurt their pride 
to see one who had been among, them so 
long, now raised so far above them. 

They could not help seeing His wisdom 
and His might, but these only helped to 
offend them the more. They said, — 

** Is not this the carpenter's son ? is not 
his mother called Mary ? and Kls bT^\.\vx^^> 
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James and Joses and Simon and Judas? 
And his sisters, are they not all with us ? " 

Although they showed so much offence, 
yet Jesus spoke to them gently still, and 
said, — 

*'A prophet is not without honour, save 
in his own country, and in his own house." 

But the people of Nazareth had so little 
belief in Jesus, that He could do no great 
works in the place. He laid his hands upon 
a few sick people, and made them well, and 
that was all. It was very seldom that the 
Lord worked miracles upon those who did 
not believe in Him. 

After the Lord Jesus had come back to 
Capernaum, He called the twelve apostles 
to Him. He gave them power to cure all 
kinds of sickness and disease, and to cast 
out unclean spirits. Then He sent them out, 
two and two, to go through the cities of 
Judea, preaching the kingdom of God. They 
were to take nothing with them but a staff, 
or a stick for walking. They were to wear 
sandals on their feet, and they were not to 
put on two coats. They were to take no 
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money with them, no bread, and no scrip. A 
scrip was a kind of bag for putting food in. 
These were the commands of the Lord when 
He sent them out. 

Then the disciples went away, two and two, 
through the cities, preaching the Gospel, and 
curing the sick. The Lord also went on, as 
He always did, with the same work in other 
places. 

After a while the twelve apostles came 
back to Jesus. They told Him all about 
where they had been, and what they had 
done and taught. 

Then Jesus said to them, — 

* ' Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
place, and rest awhile." 

There were many people coming and go- 
ing, and Jesus and His disciples had so much 
to do that no time was left them even to eat. 
Then they took a ship, and went over the 
sea of Galilee to a desert place, near the city 
of Bethsaida. They hoped to find there a 
little of the rest and quiet which they so 
much needed. 

But though they had gone away m %^cx^\.^ 
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yet the people saw them going. While the 
ship was crossing the sea, crowds ran round 
by the shore. They ran so fast that they 
came first to the spot, and waited there until 
the ship reached the land. 

Then when Jesus came out of the ship, 
and saw the great crowd that was waiting 
for Him, He was filled with pity, because 
they were like sheep without any shepherd. 
Instead of thinking any more about taking 
rest. He taught them many things, and spoke 
to them of the kingdom of God. And all that 
were sick among them He made quite well. 

As evening drew near the people began 
to feel the want of food, for they had walked 
far, and in the desert there was nothing to 
eat. The twelve apostles came to Jesus, and 
said, — 

*' This is a desert place, and now the time 
is far passed ; send them away, that they may 
go into the country round about, and into the 
villages, and buy themselves bread, for they 
have nothing to eat." 

Jesus said, "They need not depart; give 
ye them to eat." 
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The disciples could not think what their 
Lord meant. They knew what a large sup- 
ply of food would be needed, and they said, — 

" Shall we go and buy two hundred penny- 
worth of bread, and give them to eat ? ' ' 

Jesus said, *'How many loaves have ye? 
go, and see." 

Andrew, the brother of Simon, said to Him, 

" There is a lad here, which hath five 
barley loaves, and two small fishes, but what 
are they among so many ? " 

Jesus said, '* Bring them hither to me." 

Then He told His disciples to make the 
people sit down. There was a great deal of 
grass in the place, and the disciples made 
them all sit down upon the grass, in sets of 
hundreds and fifties. 

The Lord Jesus took the loaves and the 
fishes. Only five loaves and two fishes 
to be given between five thousand men, 
besides women and little children ! He 
looked up first to heaven, and blessed the 
loaves, and gave thanks to God. Then He 
broke the loaves into pieces, and handed the 
pieces to the disciples, to be given by t\\a«v 
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to the crowds seated upon the grass. The 
fishes also He gave in the same way. 

Would you not think that the bread and 
the fishes must have come to an end almost 
before the great crowd had begun to eat? 
But it was not so. Although the Lord held 
so little food in His hands, yet He made it 
to become more, and to last until all the 
people had eaten as much as they wished. 
When they could eat no more, He said to His 
disciples, — 

"Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost." 

What a lesson this is to us, not to waste 
and throw away our food. The disciples 
brought to one place all the fragments, or 
pieces, that had not been eaten. The five 
loaves and the two fishes would have gone 
well enough into one basket. But the frag- 
ments that were over filled twelve baskets. 
Was not this a mighty miracle which was 
worked by our Lord ? Those men who saw 
it said to each other, — 

*' This is of a truth that prophet that 
should come into the world." By "that 
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prophet '* they meant the great Prophet, who 
had been spoken of by Moses long before, 
and who was indeed the Lord Jesus Himself. 

They wanted to come and take Him by 
force, and make Him a king. But this was 
not the will of Jesus. He made His disciples 
go into the ship, to cross to the other side 
of the lake, and sent the people away. 

The disciples went as they were told. It 
seems as if they were not quite willing to 
do so, for the Bible says that the Lord " con- 
strained them" to go before Him. There 
was no other ship to bring their Master after 
them. Most likely they did not like to 
leave Him, as they thought, without any 
way of crossing over the water. 

But still they went, for when Jesus gave 
a command they would not have dared to 
disobey. And then, as soon as he had sent 
all the people away, Jesus went up into a 
mountain, to spend the evening in prayer 
to God. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



PETER ON THE WATER. 



DARK night began to settle down over 
the sea of Galilee. I have told yoij 
of one great storm upon the lake. Then the 
howling win4 and the tossing waters were 
hushed to stillness, by the voice of One 
whose voice alone they would obey. But 
again the wind was rising, and the waves were 
growing wild and rough. 

The disciples' ship was in the midst of the 
lake. Hard as they were rowing, they could 
only get on very slowly. The wind blew 
harder and harder, and the great waves 
tossed the ship hither and thither, from side 
to side. 

How the disciples must have longed for 

their Master ! They had not now the Saviour 

sleeping in the boat, upon ^ v^\Vy« , ^om out 
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with His work for men. They could not run 
now to awake Him, and see Him rise to 
hush the tempest with a word. Yet they 
need have had no fear. They knew that dis- 
tance did not hinder their Master's power. 
They ought to have felt quite sure that He 
could take just the same care of them, 
whether He was in the boat with them upon 
the sea, or away from them upon the shore. 

For many hours the disciples toiled and 
rowed onwards, getting on but slowly against 
the wind. When the fourth watch came — 
about three o'clock in the morning, — they 
were still only three or four miles away from 
the shore that they had left. They could liot 
have been far now from the middle of the lake. 

All at once they saw a sight which troubled 
them very much. Out in the dark dim 
night, across the rough raging sea, a figure 
came moving towards them. Not a ship or 
a boat, but a figure, as of a man, moving 
calmly onwards over the water, coming nearer 
and nearer. 

The disciples had never seen such a thing 
happen before. They knew well t.\\a.l x^o 
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mere man could walk like that upon the 
water, by his own power. They watched the 
figure as it came on, seeming as if it would 
pass by them. Then they said to each other, 
** It is a spirit ! " and they cried out aloud 
with fear. 

But as soon as they called out, the Lord 
spoke and said, — 

** Be of good cheer, it is I ; be not afraid." 
How kind and gentle Jesus always was to 
those who were afraid ! Men sometimes laugh 
at the fears of others, and treat them roughly. 
But the Lord Jesus was always tender to 
them, and quick to set their fears at rest. 

The disciples no longer felt any fear. 
They must still have felt great surprise, at 
the strange sight of their Master so calmly 
treading the wild rough waves beneath His 
feet. Peter came forward, with a sudden 
burst of eager trust, and said, — 

''Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto 
thee on the water.'' 

Jesus said only one word : *' Come." 
Then Peter stepped down out of the ship, 
and walked upon the water towards the. 
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Lord. So long as his eyes were fixed upon 
Jesus, Peter was safe. The soft water bore 
him up, just as if he had been upon dry land. 

But Peter looked away from Jesus. He 
saw the wild waves, and the white foam, and 
he heard the rough strong wind, and then 
his heart trembled, and he was afraid. The 
moment Peter left off trusting in Jesus 
he was no longer safe. He began to sink 
down, down, into the water, and in fear he 
cried out, — 

*' Lord, save me." 

The instant he again looked to the Lord 
for help, Jesus stretched out His hand, and 
caught him, and said to him, — 

** O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?'' 

I want you to see one thing here. Just as 
Peter's faith, or belief in the power of Jesus, 
was strong or weak, so the help given him 
by Jesus was much or little. When his faith 
was strong he was quite safe. When his 
faith gave way to fear, Jesus left him to 
sink. 

Here is a lesson for us. W^ tom^X. x^rX. 
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forget that just as we have much or little 
belief in God, so He will help us much or 
little. If we have strong trust in Him, He 
will pour much grace into our hearts, and 
He will be with us in all that we do. If we 
have very little trust. He will leave us more 
to ourselves, till we have learnt our weak- 
ness, and fly to Him alone for safety. 

Thq Lord Jesus and Peter then came into 
the ship. The moment before it had been 
tossing about in the middle of the lake. But 
the moment the Saviour stood in the boat 
the wind became quiet, and the disciples 
found themselves quite close to land, at the 
very spot where they had wished to go 
ashore. 

All who were in the ship felt great wonder 
and fear at the sight of what Jesus did. 
They came to worship Him, and said, — 

*' Of a truth thou art the Son of God.'' 

The people on the other side of the lake 
had seen the disciples go away alone. When 
the next day came they were very much 
puzzled to find Jesus gone also. They knew 
there was no other ship at hand to have 
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taken Him. Some other ships now came 

this way from the distance, and in these 

some of the people crossed over the lake to 

Capernaum, trying to find Jesus. 

At last they found Him, and said to 

Him, — 

" Rabbi, when earnest thou hither? " 

** Rabbi" means Master, and ** hither" 
means "here." Jesus did not answer their 
question. He looked into their hearts as 
they spoke to Him. He saw there that 
it was no real love for Himself, or for His 
teaching, which had brought them. And 
He said, — 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek 
me, not because ye saw the miracles, but 
because ye did eat of the loaves and were 
filled." 

Then He told them not to work for earthly 
meat, which would soon die, but for the 
meat that God would give them from heaven, 
to feed their spirits. As He spoke like this 
the people asked Him, — 

**What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God ? " 



Ii8 Peter on the Water. 

Jesus said, "This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent." 

The men knew that Jesus was speaking of 
Himself. And as if they had not yet seen 
His mighty power, in feeding five thousand 
people with five loaves and two fishes, they 
said, — 

"What sign showest thou, then, that we 
may see and believe thee? what dost thou 
work? Our fathers did eat manna in the 
desert ; as it is written. He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat." 

But Jesus did not intend to work a fresh 
miracle just to please these faithless men, 
and He only said in answer, — 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven ; but 
my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he which 
Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world." 

The men spoke more humbly now. Per- 
haps their hearts were touched by His words. 
They said, — 

^^Lord, evermore give us this bread." 
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Jesus then told them more about this 
bread. He said, — 

**I am the Bread of Life; he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst." 

But the Jews were not pleased with these 
and other things which the Lord spoke. 
They said to each other, — 

** Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know ? How is it then 
that he saith, I came down from heaven ? '' 

Jesus knew what they were saying, as He 
always did know. He told them not to mur- 
mur among themselves. And a little later 
He again said, — 

" I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread 
he shall live for ever ; and the bread that I 
will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world." 

The Jews could not think what Jesus meant. 
They were almost angry about it, saying to 
each other, — 

** How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?" 
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Jesus said to them, — 

" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you." 

The disciples of Jesus, who heard Him say 
these and many more such words, were not 
pleased, and said, — 

**This is a hard saying; who can hear it ?" 

Again the Lord Jesus heard them mur- 
mur, and He said to them, " Doth this 
offend you ? " And then He told them that 
His words were spirit and life. For He 
was speaking all this time, not of the body> 
but of the soul and the spirit. Eating the 
flesh of Jesus and drinking His blood, are a 
picture of dwelling in Him and trusting in 
Him. 

There were many on this day who had 
seemed to be disciples of Jesus, but who 
now took offence. They were angry at His 
words, and they would not go after Him any 
more. The loving heart of the Lord must 
have been sad when these foolish men left 
Him. He said to the twelve apostles, — 
'* WiJl je also go away ? '^ 
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Peter, who was always the first and the 
quickest to speak, made answer, — 

*' Lord, to whom shall we go ? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we believe, 
and are sure, that thou art that Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

Of all the apostles, except one, it was true 
that they did believe this. But Jesus knew 
that even among His own chosen twelve 
there wets one who would betray Him to 
death. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE SECOND MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND 

FISHES. 

SOON after these things the Lord Jesus 
went away from the sea of Galilee, into 
the country near Tyre and Sidon. While 
He was there, there came to Him one day a 
woman of Canaan. She was not a Jew. 
The people of Canaan were those who had 
lived in the country before God gave it to 
the children of Israel. There was not a 
large number of them left, but there were a 
few, and this woman was one of them. 

The woman came into the house where 
Jesus was, and she cried aloud to Him and 
prayed Him to have mercy upon her young 
daughter, who had an unclean spirit. 

But Jesus did not say a word. He did 
not speak to her, or make the least sign 
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to show that He would grant her prayer. 
Then His disciples came to Him, and said, — 

'* Send her away, for she crieth after us." 

Jesus did not do this. He never sent any 
person away who asked His help. But still 
that help was not yet given. He only said, — 

** I am not sent, but unto the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel." 

The woman did not belong to the house 
of Israel, and she knew it. But she did not 
give up what she wanted. She came and 
fell down at the feet of Jesus, and said, — 

"Lord, help me." 

Not yet did the answer come. Jesus said 
to her, — 

*' It is not meet to take the children's 
bread, and cast it to dogs." 

Do you not think the woman left off ask- 
ing now? Do you not think she gave it up, 
and went away, angry and hopeless ? No, 
her trust in the Saviour and her love for her 
daughter were both too strong. She said in 
answer, — 

" Truth, Lord : yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their mastet^' X-^J^^r 



1 24 The Second Miracle of 

What a humble trusting answer thb was. 
She did not mind being spoken of with the 
dogs. She knew very well that the Jews, 
who were the people of God, might expect 
God's best gifts. But she knew too that 
there were crumbs of God's mercy to spare in 
plenty, for herself and for all beside. For 
one of these crumbs she begged. 

And at last she had gained what she 
wished. The Lord said to her, — 

** O woman ! great is thy faith ; be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt." 

From that hour her daughter was well. 
The woman went home, and there found her 
child lying upon the bed, with the evil spirit 
gone. 

The woman's prayer had an answer, but 
the answer did not come at once. She had 
to wait, and ask, and ask again. If she had 
given up at the first or the second asking, 
her child would not have been made well. 
The Lord made her wait to try her faith. If 
her belief had been weak, and she had left 
off asking, the answer would not have come. 
We ought to learn something from this. 
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When we pray to God for what we want, we 
must not give up because the answer does 
not come at once, but we must pray, and 
pray, and pray again, until it comes. If we 
go on asking there is no fear that an answer 
will not be sent in time, perhaps very soon, 
as with this woman. 

The Lord Jesus then left the country near 
Tyre and Sidon, and went back to the Sea 
of Galilee. There a man WcLS brought to 
Him who was deaf, and could not speak 
plainly. The friends of the man begged the 
Lord to put His hands on him, knowing that 
this would make him well. 

Jesus took the man apart from the crowd, 
and put His fingers into his ears, and spit, 
and touched his tongue with the spittle. 
Then He looked up to heaven, and sighed, 
and said, — 

** Ephphatha !" — a word which means, — 
*' Be opened!'' 

In that moment the man became able to 
hear and to speak plainly. Jesus told the 
people not to make the thing known. But 
the more He told them to keep it secret tive 
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more they took care to tell it about. For 
they were filled with great surprise, and said 
to each other of Jesus, '* He hath done all 
things well : He maketh both the deaf to 
hear and the dumb to speak/' 

After this Jesus went up into a mountain, 
and sat down there. Then great crowds of 
people came to Him on the mountain, bring- 
ing with them numbers who were ill and 
lame and blind and deaf. All these were 
laid down at the feet of Jesus, and there they 
were healed. Those who looked on and saw 
the blind thus made to see, and the deaf to 
hear, and the dumb to speak, and the lame 
to walk, and the sick to be made well, praised 
the Godof Israel for the mighty power of Jesus. 

When this had gone on for three days, 
Jesus called to Him His disciples, and said 
to them, — 

*' I have compassion on the multitude, be- 
cause they have now been with me three days, 
and have nothing to eat : and if I send them 
away fasting to their own houses they will 
faint by the way, for divers of them came 
from far." 
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It was no new thing for the Lord to have 
pity upon the crowds of poor people around 
Him. His disciples said, — 

** From whence can a man satisfy these 
men with bread here in the wilderness ? " 

This was a strange thing for the disciples 
to ask, so soon after the miracle of the five 
loaves and two fishes. They had seen then 
how the Lord could feed men with bread in 
the desert. And yet they were asking now 
how it could be done. 

Jesus said to the disciples, *' How many 
loaves have ye ? " 

They said, ** Seven, and a few little 
fishes.'' 

Then the Lord Jesus gave a* command 
that the people should all sit down upon the 
ground. This time there were about four 
thousand men, besides women and children. 
Many of these had come to the mountain 
two or three days before, blind or lame or 
deaf or ill, and were now quite well. 

When the people were all seated, Jesus 
took the loaves and the fishes. Then He 
gave thanks, and broke them> ^.TA \\ax!Afc.^ 
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the pieces to His disciples, just as He had 
done the time before. The disciples gave 
the bread and fishes to the people, and the 
people ate as much as they wanted. Though 
there were four thousand men, and only seven 
loaves and a few small fishes, yet there was 
plenty of food for all. 

Indeed, there was not only enough, but 
more than enough. When the people had 
done eating, the broken pieces were picked 
up, and they filled no less than seven bas- 
kets. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

PETER AND HIS MASTER. 

NOT long after this the Lord Jesus one 
day ajsked His disciples, — 

** Whom do men say that I am ? " 

The disciples said, — 

** John the Baptist, but some say Elias, 
and others say that one of the old prophets 
is risen again.'* 

John the Baptist had been put to death 
before this by Herod, but some people 
thought that Jesus was him. Others, you 
see, thought He was Elias or Elijah. You 
have all heard of the great prophet Elijah, 
who was fed by ravens with bread and meat, 
and who never died, but was taken up to 
heaven in a whirlwind. 

When the disciples had made this answer, 
Jesus said to them, — 
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** But whom say ye that I am ? '' 

Peter, always the first to speak, said, — 

** Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God.'* 

Jesus said to him, — 

" Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven/' 

*' Bar-jona" means **son of Jona." Jona 
was the name of Peter's father. The word 
"revealed" means *' shown." Peter must 
have felt deep joy at these words of Jesus, — 
at finding himself called blessed by his Lord. 
But the same quickness of thought and 
speech, which here called forth a blessing, a 
little later brought him a rebuke. 

Jesus was telling His disciples of all which 
must soon happen to Him. He told them 
that He must go up to Jerusalem, and must 
suffer many things from the hands of the 
chief priests, and be put to death, and in 
three days rise again. 

The disciples heard all this, and they did 
<not like what they heard. They loved their 
, Master dearly, and the thought of His death 
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was very sad to them. Besides this, they all 
hoped that He would some day be a king and 
reign in the country. But Peter was the 
only one who spoke. He alone dared to re- 
buke his Master, and to say, — 

** Be it far from thee. Lord ; this shall not 
be unto thee.** 

Peter must have felt afraid when he had 
said the words, for Jesus turned round and 
looked upon His disciples. We can only 
fancy what that look was from the words 
which came after it. Jesus said, — 

*' Get thee behind me, Satan ; thou art an 
offence unto me, for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of 
men.** 

How Peter must have shrunk beneath this 
stem rebuke from the lips of the gentle 
Jesus! It was indeed a lesson to him to 
watch more closely over his speech in time to 
come. 

That he did feel it very much we may be 
sure. For beyond those few strong words, 
which Peter would never forget, Jesus said 
no more about Peter's fault. He c'^e^ 
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around Him His disciples and the people, and 
began to teach them, sa3ang', — 

** If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low me/' 

. Do you know what it is to deny yourself ? 
It is putting aside your own will and your own 
wishes, for the sake of others, or because 
they are wrong. The Lord Jesus did not 
please Himself upon earth, and those who fol- 
low Him must not please themselves either. 

Do you know what it is to take up your 
cross ? We all have a cross to bear, — ^some- 
times a great one, and sometimes a little 
one. A cross means a trouble. There is no 
one in the world quite without trouble. 
Taking up our cross to follow Jesus means 
bearing our trouble in a gentle and patient 
manner, because it comes from Him. 

Again, a minute later, the Lord said, — 

" For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ? " 

Many a man has spent all his life in get- 
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ting and heaping up money, while he has 
not thought at all about his soul. But 
when death comes, what good does all his 
money do to him ? He has had it for a few 
years, and now his soul is lost for ever, be- 
cause he has given it in exchahge for his 
money. 

This is a fearful thought, and yet how 
often it happens. Some lose their souls 
in exchange for money, some in exchange 
for dress, some in exchange for play. I 
do not mean that these things are wrong in 
themselves, when kept in their right place. 
They are only wrong when they becomey?r^/ 
in our time and thoughts, — when they keep 
lis from loving the Saviour and the Word of 
God. 

A few minutes after the Lord said also, — 

** Verily, I say unto you. That there be 
some of them that stand here which shall 
not taste of death till they have seen the 
kingdom of God come with power." 

The disciples did not at the time know 
what these words meant. But it was not 
many days before Peter and Jame^ a.\A\<^^ 
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found out their meaning. Peter and James 
and John were the ones whom the Lord said 
should not taste of death till they had seen 
the kingdom of God. In my next chapter I 
will tell you what they saw. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

ABOUT six days after these sayings, the 
Lord Jesus took Peter and James and 
John by themselves, and led them up into a 
high mountain to pray. 

As He was praying a change of great 
wonder and beauty came over the Saviour. 
His raiment, or dress, became white as the 
purest snow, and bright as the mid-day light. 
His face shone as the sun, not as the sun 
shines in England, but with the dazzling 
strength of the sun in Judea. And all at 
once there talked with Him two men, who 
were Moses and Elias. 

I spoke to you about Elias or Elijah in 
the last chapter, and about his having been 
fed by ravens. You know the name of 
Moses also, and you have heard of Kvs k.^.dr 
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ing the children of Israel for forty years in 
the desert, after God had brought them out 
of the land of Egypt. Moses and Elias 
lived a long long while before the time of 
our Saviour, and they had been many years 
in heaven. But here they both were upon 
the mountain with Jesus, speaking of His 
death, which was soon to take place at 
Jerusalem. 

Peter and James and John saw the bright 
dazzling glory of the Lord Jesus, and the 
glory also of Moses and Elias. And then 
for a time they became dull and heavy with 
sleep. When they woke again, Peter said, — 

*' Master, it is good for us to be here, and 
let us make three tabernacles ; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.** 

A tabernacle means a tent. Peter was 
always ready with something to say, but he 
and those with him were greatly afraid at 
the glory of the sight before them, and he 
spoke without knowing what he said. 

Before Peter had done speaking there 
came a bright cloud over the mountain, and 
a voice out of the cloud said, — 
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" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; hear ye him/* 

When the disciples heard the voice of 
God thus speaking out of the cloud, their 
fear became greater than before, and they 
fell down with their faces upon the ground. 

Then Jesus came and touched them, and 
said, — 

*' Arise, and be not afraid.' ' 

And when the disciples raised themselves, 
and looked around, they found themselves 
once more alone with Jesus. Moses and 
Elias had gone, and the dazzling glory had 
faded away. But the disciples had seen 
such a sight that they could never in all 
their lives forget. 

As they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus said to them, — 

** Tell the vision to no man, until the Son 
of man be risen again from the dead." 

The three disciples did as they were told, 
and kept the matter secret. At the same 
time they felt great wonder as to what the 
rising from the dead could mean. 

When Jesus had come down ftcyKv ^isfc 
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mountain, He found the rest of His disciples 
in the midst of a great crowd, who were 
talking to them. As soon as the people 
saw Jesus they ran forward to meet Him. 
Then Jesus said to the scribes, — 

*' What question ye with them 1 " 

A man came out of the crowd and knelt 
down before Jesus, and said, — 

** I have brought unto thee my son, which 
hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever he 
taketh him he teareth him : and he foameth, 
and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth 
away: and I spake to thy disciples that 
they should cast him out, and they could 
not." 

Then Jesus said, — 

*' O faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you? how long shall 
I suffer you ? Bring him hither to me." 

The disciples had tried in vain to cast out 
the evil spirit, because their faith was too 
weak. We see from these words of the 
Lord that He was grieved at their want of 
faith. It must indeed have given Him pain 
and sorroWj while spending His life for these 
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men, to see the weakness of their trust in 
Jiim. 

The child was now brought to Jesus. As 
he came near, the^evil spirit hurt him, and 
threw him down, and he lay foaming on the 
ground. Jesus asked the father, — 

** How long is it ago since this came to 
him ? '' 

The man said, " Of a child,*' meaning 
that he had it since he was very little. 
** And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, 
and into the waters, to destroy him ; but if 
thou canst do anything, have compassion on 
us, and help us.*' 

You see the man did not quite believe in 
the power of Jesus. ^^ If thou canst y'' he said. 
And Jesus in His answer used the very same 
words, saying to the man, — 

^^^ If thou canst believe, all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth." 

And when the man heard this, he cried 
aloud with tears, — 

**Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 
. These are words which we may all use. 
Our faith may be weak, and out ^\^\. xec^j 
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be dim ; but if we have any trust at all we 
may always cry to the Saviour, " Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief,'* and we 
may be sure that He will^ help us. 

The people came running up to see what 
would happen next. Then Jesus spoke to 
the unclean spirit, and said, — 

*'Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge 
thee come out of him, and enter no more 
into him.' ■ 

The evil spirit cried aloud, and hurt the 
child very much, and then came out of him. 
But the child did not move. He lay upon 
the ground as if he were killed, and many 
said, '' He is dead.'* 

They need not have feared. Jesus took 
the child by the hand and lifted him up. 
The child arose, and in one moment was 
made quite well. 

A little later the disciples came to Jesus, 
when He was alone, and said, — 

'' Why could not we cast him out ? " 

Jesus said to them, — 

'' Because of your unbelief." And then 
He told them that if they had faith, only 
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like a grain of mustard-seed, they might say 
to a mountain, ** Remove hence to yonder 
place," and the mountain would obey them. 
But they had not been able to cure the child 
because their faith was so small, that it could 
not even be called so much as a tiny grain 
of mustard-seed. 



CHAPTER XX. 



THE DISCIPLES* DISPUTE. 



ONE day the disciples had a dispute 
among themselves, about which of 
them should be the greatest. Like a great 
many people in the world, each of them 
wanted to be first. The dispute took place 
as they were going through Galilee towards 
Capernaum. And when they reached Caper- 
naum, at the end of the day's journey, Jesus 
asked them, — 

**What was it that ye disputed among 
yourselves by the way ? " 

The disciples felt too much shame to tell, 
and they were silent. Then Jesus sat down, 
and called the twelve around him, and said 
to them, — 

*' If any man desire to be first, the same 
shall be last of all and servant of all.*' 
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After these words Jesus called a little 
child, and placed him in the midst of them, 
and then took him into His arms. Think 
what a place for this little child to be in. 
Think what it must have been to be held in 
the arms of the holy loving Saviour. It 
reminds us of those sweet Bible words, writ- 
ten long before the Lord came into the 
world, " He shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom." 

As Jesus held the little child, He said to 
His disciples, — 

'* Verily, I say unto you: Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven." 

Here was the way in which the disciples 
might hope to become great in the kingdom 
of heaven. Not by putting themselves first, 
but by humbling themselves like this little 
child. All little children are not humble. 
Many are proud, and quick to take offence, 
and eager to be firsti But the little child in 
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the Saviour's arms was humble, for the Lord 
Jesus Himself said so. 

A Jewish feast was again about to take 
place at Jerusalem. The brethren of Jesus, 
who even now did not believe in Him, came 
to Him and said, — 

** Depart hence, and go into Judea, that 
thy disciples also may see the works that 
thou doest. For there is no man that doeth 
anything in secret, and he himself seeketh to 
be known openly. If thou do these things, 
show thyself to the world." 

What a way was this in which they spoke 
to their Lord. How little in truth these men 
could have known of the mighty One to 
whom they spoke. But not all their rude 
sneers brought an angry answer from the 
gentle lips of Jesus. He only said to them : 

" My time is not yet come : but your time 
is alway ready. The world cannot hate you; 
but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that 
the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto 
this feast : I go not up yet unto this feast ; 
for my time is not yet full come.'* 

After this Jesus still stayed for a time in 
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Galilee, while His brethren went up to the 
feast. When they were gone, the Lord also 
came up to Jerusalem, but in secret, so that 
His being there was not known. At first 
the people tried to find Him in vain, but it 
was not long before He showed Himself to 
them in the temple. Much surprise was 
felt at this, and the people said to each 
other, — 

* ' Is not this he whom they seek to kill ? 
But, lo ! he speaketh boldly, and they say 
nothing unto him. Do the rulers know 
indeed that this is the very Christ ? ' ' 

They might well ask this question, and 
feel surprise, if they did not know that, until 
the Lord gave Himself into the hands of 
those who wished to kill Him, no man had 
power to lay a finger upon Him. The hour 
had not yet come in which He would give 
Himself up. As yet, therefore, they were 
not able to take Him. 

It was somewhere about this time that 
Jesus went through a certain village, and 
stayed there in the house of a woman 
named Martha. Martha had a\so ^. ^v^x^-t 
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called Mary. We are not told what village 
it was, but I think it must have been Bethany. 
For at the village of Bethany there lived 
two sisters, whose names were Martha and 
Mary, about whom you will hear much more 
in a little while. 

These two sisters did not welcome the 
Lord in the same way. Both were glad and 
thankful to have Him. Mary showed her 
gladness by sitting at the feet of Jesus, there 
to listen to His words. But Martha wanted 
to welcome Him by doing a great deal for 
Him. She was troubled with her much 
serving. She wanted to show her love to 
the Lord by waiting upon Him, instead of 
sitting down to listen to His word. This 
was quite a wrong way. 

After a time Martha began to look at 
Mary, as she sat at the feet of Jesus, and to 
think that Mary ought to help her. She was 
trying to do almost more than she could 
manage alone, and she did not see why Mary 
was to sit idle while she was working so 
hard. And at last she said aloud, — 

'* Lord, dost thou tvot care that my sister 
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hath left me to serve alone ? bid her therefore 
that she help me.*' 

Martha must have given way to many- 
bitter and jealous feelings, before she could 
dare to speak in this tone of reproach to her 
Master. But Jesus said in answer, — 

" Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things ; but one thing 
is needful : and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from 
her." 

Do you know what the ** one thing need- 
ful " is ? The love of Jesus. If we have 
that, we need nothing else, for all is ours. 
Do you know what the *'good part" was, 
which Mary had chosen ? Sitting at the feet 
of Jesus. That is the only place where true 
lasting joy and peace are to be found. It is 
the place for you and me. Although the 
Lord is no longer upon the earth, in a form 
that we can see, yet we may still go to Him 
in spirit, and sit meekly at His feet, to listen 
to His word. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE BLIND MAN HEALED. 

I TOLD you in the last chapter how much 
the Jews wanted to kill the Lord Jesus. 
One day, when He had been speaking in the 
temple, they were so angry at His holy 
words that they took up stones to throw at 
Him. But their rage was of no use. The 
Lord hid Himself from their eyes, and went 
calmly through the midst of them out of the 
temple. 

As Jesus passed along, after leaving the 
temple. He saw a poor blind man. All 
his life the man had been quite blind. He 
had never seen the sky, or the trees, or the 
houses. He did not know what it was to 
be able to see. 

The disciples asked Jesus, when they came 
near, — 



The Blind Man Healed. 149 

** Master, who did sin, this man, or hio 
parents, that he was bom blind ? '* 

Jesus said, *' Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents ; but that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him." 

In saying this, the Lord did not mean 
that the maa and his parents were not sin- 
ners. He only meant that the blindness had 
not been sent to punish the man for his own or 
his parents' sins. He had been made blind 
** that the works of God should be made mani- 
fest in him.'' That means, that the power 
of Jesus should be shown in making him 
well. 

The Lord Jesus seldom cured those who 
did not first ask His help. We are not told 
that the blind man this time asked to have 
his blindness taken away. Perhaps he had 
no one with him to tell him who was coming 
near, and you know he was not able to see. 
But as soon as Jesus reached the spot He 
spat upon the ground, and made clay of the 
spittle, and then laying the clay upon the 
blind man's eyes. He said, — 

** Go, wash in the pool of Siloam." 
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Think for a moment what the poor man 
must have felt. As he sat there, blind and 
helpless, with the world and all around 
in darkness, begging for money from the 
people who passed by, he heard steps com- 
ing near. Perhaps he caught a few of the 
words that were spoken about himself. Then 
he felt something cool laid upon his eyes, 
and he heard a voice — a kind gentle voice, 
yet with a tone of command, — saying, ** Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam." 

Nothing about the reason. No promise 
that his sight should be given him. Only 
this simple command, and no more. But 
how much hung upon that command. If the 
man had not gone he would never have 
been able to see. 

He was not so foolish as that. Whether 
he knew who spoke to him or not, he did at 
once as he was told. Most likely some one 
near told him the name of the Lord Jesus, for 
we find soon after that he knew it. At any 
rate, he went at once, and washed in the 
pool of Siloam, and when he came back he 
was no longer blind. He could see quite 
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well. How thankful the man must have felt 
for this great mercy. For more than forty 
years he had gone through the world in 
darkness, and now he was at last able to see. 

The neighbours and the people around, 
when they saw him come back, said to each 
other in great surprise, — 

" Is not this he that sat and begged ? " 

Some said at once, " This is he." Others 
were not quite so sure, and only said, ** He 
's like him." But when the man heard 
them, he settled the question at once with 
the words, — 

** I am he.'' 

Then they asked him, ** How were thine 
eyes opened ? ' ' 

The answer was, " A man that is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, 
and said unto me. Go to the pool of Siloam 
and wash ; and I went and washed, and I re- 
ceived sight." 

If the man had not known the name of 
Jesus at first, he knew it now. But beyond 
the name he knew nothing. '* A man that 
is called Jesus," — that was all he could tell. 
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As yet he had not even seen the Lord. He 
had only heard Him. 

The neighbours then asked the man about 
Jesus : *' Where is he ? " 

The man said, ** I know not.'* 

The people took him and led him to 
the Pharisees. These Pharisees were people 
who thought a great deal of themselves, and 
who were very fond of praying aloud in the 
streets that men might hear them. They 
made a great pretence at being good and 
holy, while their hearts were turned away 
from God, and only loved earthly things. 
You can fancy that the teaching of the meek 
and lowly Jesus did not suit them at all. 

I ought to have told you before that the 
cure of the blind man took place upon the 
Sabbath-day. When the Pharisees heard 
what had passed, they asked him afresh how 
he had been made well. 

The man said again, ** He put clay upon 
mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.'' 

The Pharisees could not at all agree 
among themselves about this miracle of the 
hord Jesus. Some said of Him, **This man 
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is not of God, because he keepeth not the 
Sabbath-day." The Pharisees did not like 
even a kindness to be done upon the Sab- 
bath-day. Others very truly and wisely 
asked, **How can a man that is a sinner do 
such miracles ? ' ' And then they said to the 
man that had been blind, — 

" What sayest thou of him, that he hath 
opened thine eyes ? " 

** He is a prophet,'' — this was the man's 
quick and ready answer. He felt no doubt 
at all about the matter. 

But the Pharisees did not believe this. 
They would not even believe that the man 
had been blind. So they sent for his parents, 
and said to them, — 

" Is this your son, who ye say was bom 
blind ? how then doth he now see ? ' ' 

The man's parents said, — 

** We know that this is our son, and that 
he was bom blind : but by what means he 
now seeth we know not ; or who hath opened 
his eyes we know not : he is of age ; ask him ; 
he shall speak for himself." 

The reason why the parents spoke like 
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this was that they were afraid. The Jews 
had agreed among themselves, that if any 
man should say that Jesus was the Christ 
he should be cast out of the synagogue. 
That means that he would not be able any 
more to go into the synagogue and worship 
God there. It would be a great trouble to a 
Jew, and no wonder the parents felt afraid. 

Again the Pharisees called to them the 
man who had been blind. They could no 
longer pretend not to believe his story, but 
they said to him, — 

" Give God the praise : we know that this 
man is a sinner." 

A quick and ready answer was again given 
them. The man was not to be taken in. 
He said, — 

** Whether he be a sinner or no, I know 
not : one thing I know, that whereas I was 
blind, now I see." 

The Pharisees found this man hard to 
manage. They did not know what next to 
say, and again they asked the old question, — 

"What did he to thee? how opened he 
thine eyes? " 
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The man was not going to tell his story 
again to these men's faithless ears. He only 
said, — 

** I have told you already, and ye did not 
hear : wherefore would ye hear it again ? will 
ye also be his disciples ? ' ' 

Here was something at last that the Pha- 
risees were able to take hold of. If they 
could not get him to think like themselves, 
they could at least use angry words to him. 
So they began to revile him, and to say, — 

** Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' 
disciples. We know that God spake unto 
Moses ; as for this fellow, we know not from 
whence he is." 

The Pharisees made a great mistake in 
thinking that they were the disciples of 
Moses. For had they been the true dis- 
ciples of Moses, they must also have been the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. The truth was, 
they were only false disciples, and thought 
much more about their own teaching than 
about the teaching of Moses. 

When the man heard these words he 
said, — 



K 
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** Why, herein is a marvellous thing, that 
ye know not from whence he is, and yet he 
hath opened mine eyes. Now we know 
that God heareth not sinners : but if any 
man be a worshipper of Grod, and doeth 
his will, him he heareth. Since the world 
began, was it not heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was bom 
blind. If this man were not of God, he 
could do nothing." 

How wisely this poor untaught beggar 
spoke! The Pharisees told him that they 
knew not from whence Jesus was. At once 
he said that this was a very strange thing ; 
Jesus had given him his sight, and yet 
these learned Pharisees could not tell where 
He came from. But if they could not tell 
him, the man could tell them. 

He told them, what they knew well, that 
God would not hear a sinner — that is, one 
loving his sinful ways, — but only one who 
strove to do His will. He said to them, 
what they also knew well, that from the time 
the world began it had never been known 
that a man born blind had been cured in 
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such a way. And then he went on with the 
words, ** If this man were not of God, he 
could do nothing." The Pharisees could not 
tell him from whence Jesus came, and so he 
told them his own belief that Jesus came 
from God. 

The Pharisees had no answer to give to 
the wise words of the man. But they were 
none the less angry for that. Indeed they 
were most likely all the more angry, to think 
that they had been put to silence by a poor 
beggar. They said to him, — 

** Thou wast altogether bom in sins, and 
dost thou teach us ? " 

And then they cast him out of the syna- 
gogue. He had to suffer that which his 
parents had feared. 

The Lord Jesus heard that the Pharisees 
had cast him out of the synagogue, and it 
was not long before He found the man. 
When He came to him He asked him, — 

" Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" 

The man said, — 

" Who is he, Lord, that I might believe 
on him ? '' 
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Jesus said, ** Thou hast both seen him, 
and it is he that talketh with thee." 

Then the man said, **Lord, I believe;" 
and fell down to worship Jesus. 

What a happy man he was. The Jews 
had cast him out of their synagogue, but 
how much he had found instead. Not 
earthly sight alone, but far more than that, 
for he had learnt to believe on the Lord Him- 
self. Pardon and peace and light were his, 
while those who had cast him out were left 
still in their darkness. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

UPON the Mount of Olives, and not far 
from Jerusalem, there still stands a 
little village named Bethany. In this village, 
at the time of our Saviour's life upon earth, 
there lived a brother and two sisters, named 
Lazarus and Martha and Mary. 

One day Lazarus became ill, and instead 
of growing better he grew worse and worse. 
His sisters, Martha and Mary, were very sad 
and anxious about him. They began to 
fear that he would die. But they were not 
at all at a loss what to do. They knew One 
who could help them in their distress. The 
Lord Jesus was not at this time in Jerusalem. 
He had been there lately, keeping a feast, 
but the Jews had again tried to stone Him, 
in their anger at His gracious words, \^%>^^ 
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had again passed through them, without 
giving them power to hurt Him. And He 
had now gone with His disciples beyond the 
river Jordan, to the place where John the 
Baptist had first taught and preached. 

When Lazarus became so ill, Mary and 
Martha soon made up their minds what to 
do. They sent some one to the Lord Jesus, 
with the message, — 

"Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is 
sick.'' 

It was a very short and simple message. 
They did not even say the name of Lazarus, 
for they knew the Lord would not need tell- 
ing. They did not even ask His help, for 
they had no doubt that it would be given. 
They only said, ** Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest is sick." Not, **he who loveth 
thee," but **he whom thou lovest." Lazarus 
loved his Master deeply, but they knew well 
that his love was nothing when placed beside 
the mighty love of his Lord toward him. It 
was not the love of Lazarus, but the love of 
Jesus in which they trusted. 
When the message was brought to Jesus, 
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do you not think that he started at once for 
Bethany, to comfort the anxious sisters, and 
to make their brother well ? No, He did 
not. He had His own wise and holy reasons 
for not doing so. He said, — 

** This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God might 
be glorified thereby." 

We are then told that Jesus loved Martha 
and Mary and Lazarus, and that wh^n He 
heard therefore that Lazarus was ill. He 
stayed on two days in the place where He 
was. 

Look at this word therefore. It means that 
because the Lord loved them He stayed away, 
and did not go at once to cure Lazarus. 
Mary and Martha might have found it hard 
to believe these words just then^ if they had 
heard them. We ought to learn from this 
that the Lord often sends us sorrow because 
He loves us, when we cannot see it to be so. 
Sometimes we think it would seem like 
greater love if He would take the sorrow 
away. But this is^ only because we are blind 
and cannot tell what is good for us. 
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When two days iad passed away, Jesus 
said to His disciples, — 

** Let us go into Judea again," 

The disciples said, "Master, the Jews of 
late sought to stone thee; and goest thou 
thither again ? ' ' 

They seem to have felt surprise at the mo- 
ment, not thinking perhaps of their Master's 
power to keep the Jews from hurting Him. 

A little later Jesus said, — 

** Our friend Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go 
that I may awake him out of sleep.'* 

In saying this the Lord did not speak of 
earthly sleep, but of the sleep of death. 
There is a verse in the Bible which speaks of 
those that "sleep in Jesus,'' and this was 
the kind of sleep that the Lord meant. 

But the disciples made a mistake. They 
thought their Master spoke of earthly sleep, 
and they said, — 

" Lord, if he sleep he shall do well." 

You know that when a person is ill, sleep 
does him more good than any other thing. We 
often say, " He is sleeping now; he will soon 
be well." This was what the disciples thought 
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Jesus then told them the truth plainly, 
saying, — 

** Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for 
your sakes that I was not there, to the in- 
tent ye may believe ; nevertheless let us go 
unto him/' 

The disciples could not have told why it 
was that Jesus should be glad for their sake 
of having been away. They still thought 
that there was danger for him in a return to 
Judea, but they no longer spoke against it. 
Thomas, one of the twelve, only said to the 
rest, — 

**Let'us also go, that we may die with 
him.'' 

Then they went into Judea. When they 
came to Bethany they found not only that 
Lazarus was dead, as Jesus had said, but also 
that by this time he had been four days in 
the grave. 

Bethany was not two miles away from 
Jerusalem. A great many Jews who had 
known Lazarus, came from Jerusalem to 
comfort Mary and Martha. But how little 
they could say or do which. vi^:& ^.Tq ^^"^i^ 
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comfort. One alone could soothe the grief 
of the mourners, and, strange as it seemed 
to them. He still stayed away. 

No; He was coming at last. The news 
was quickly brought to the weeping sisters 
that the Lord was on the road to Bethany. 
Mary did not go to meet Him. Perhaps she 

felt too heart-sore at the thought that He 

« 

should have come back only when it was too 
late. 

But Martha could not wait with Mary. 
She was always more quick and eager in her 
ways. She left the house, and went out 
of the town, and came to Jesus, with the . 
words, — 

**Lord, if thou hadstbeen here, my brother 
had not died. But I know that even now 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will 
give it thee." 

There was some reproach in her first 
words. Martha could not think why the 
Lord had not been there in time. If only 
He had come at once, when the message 
reached Him, Lazarus need not have died. 
And then she and Mary would have been 
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spared their heavy loss. But Martha's last 
words show that even now she was not with- 
out a dim hope that He might yet do some- 
thing for them. 

Jesus said to her, — 
** Thy brother shall rise again.'* 
Martha said she knew that Lazarus should 
rise again in the Last Day. Her first words 
seemed to show some kind of faint hope in 
her heart, but she had no clear thought that 
her brother could rise again at that time. 
Jesus spoke to her a little about rising again 
from the dead, and then asked her if she 
could believe what He said. Martha's 
answer came at once, — 

** Yea, Lord ; I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come 
into the world." 

Martha's belief in Jesus was not shaken, 
although the Lord had stayed away when 
they longed for Him so much. It is a happy 
thing to be able to go on trusting in the 
midst of darkness and trouble. 

She now left Jesus, and went back to her 
home. Mary still sat there ^oxve Ssv Nnk^ 
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grief, but Martha came up and said to her 
in secret, — 

" The Master is come and calleth for thee." 

We are not told what Jesus had said, but 
He must have spoken of Mary, or Martha 
could not have taken such a message. When 
Mary heard this she rose up and went 
quickly to meet her Lord. 

Jesus had not yet come into Bethany, but 
was still in the same place where Martha had 
talked with Him. When, the Jews, who were 
trying to comfort Mary, saw her leave the 
house in this hurried way, they said, — 

** She goeth unto the grave, to weep 
there." And they all came out after her. 

But Mary did not go to the graveyard. 
It was a far better place to which she turned 
her steps, for it was the place where Jesus 
stood. As soon as she reached Him she 
fell at His feet, shedding bitter tears in her 
sorrow, and saying, — 

** Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died." 

How often these words must have been on 
the lips of Martha atvd Mary, for they both 
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used them. " If He had been here ! if He 
had been here!'* they must have said to 
each other over and over again; "if He 
had been here our brother would not have 
died," It was the first thought of each on 
seeing Jesus. 

When Jesus saw Mary weeping at His 
feet, and the Jews around all weeping with 
her, His tender loving heart was touched. 
He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled 
at their sorrow. Then He said, — 

** Where have ye laid him ? " 

They said in answer, ** Lord, come and 



see.'' 



Jesus wept. 

Think of this. Jesus, the Son of God, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, wept at 
the sight of human grief. He knew that in 
a little while that grief was to be changed 
into joy. Yet such was the deep love and 
tender pity of His heart, that He could not 
keep back His own tears when He looked 
upon their sorrow. 

The Jews in wonder said to each other, 
"Behold, how he loved him!" 
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Others asked among themselves, — 

'* Could not this man, which opened the 
eyes of the blind, have caused that even this 
man should not have died?'* 

Then they moved on towards the grave- 
yard. Lazarus was buried there in a cave, 
the mouth of which was shut by a heavy 
stone. Again the Lord groaned in Himself 
as He came to the grave, and then He gave 
a command, — 

" Take ye away the stone. '* 

Martha spoke to remind him that Lazarus had 
been dead four days. You know that when a 
man dies his body soon turns to dust. In a hot 
country like Judea the change begins to take 
place quickly. That was why Martha spoke. 
But the Lord said to her in answer, — 

** Said I not uhto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God?'' 

Then the stone was taken away from the 
cave, within which the dead body of Lazarus 
lay. Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven, and 
prayed aloud, saying, — 

'' Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
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me. And I knew that thou hearest me al- 
ivays : but because of the people which stand 
by I said it, that they may believe that thou 
hast sent me." 

After these words Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, — 

" Lazarus, come forth ! " 

How the crowd must have watched around 
in breathless wonder! How Mary and Martha 
must have dried their tears, and hoped and 
feared by turns. 

But they had not to wait. Hardly had the 
Lord's voice of command died away, before 
Lazarus came forth from the tomb in answer 
to the call. A napkin was about his face, 
and his hands and feet were bound with 
g^rave-clothes. But it was Lazarus himself, — 
living and well once more. 

Can you fancy the joy of his loving sisters 
in having him with them again ? Their 
sorrow and weeping was at an end. Jesus 
said to the people, — 

** Loose him, and let him go." 

Many of the Jews who saw this mighty 
deed learnt from that day to believe cyx 
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Jesus. But others went to the Pharisees, 
and told them all that had been done. 

The Pharisees were not pleased or happy 
to hear of this great miracle. They were 
afraid it would make the power of the Lord's 
name still greater throughout the country. 
They held a meeting among themselves, and 
talked a great deal about how they might 
put Him to death. Then Jesus went away 
into a desert country, with His disciples, and 
stayed beyond their reach. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE SABBATH-DAY. 

AS the Lord Jesus was teaching, one Sab- 
bath-day, in a synagogue of Galilee, a 
poor woman was present who was in a very 
sad state. She could not stand upright as you 
can do. For eighteen long years she had been 
bowed down, never able to raise herself up. 

But when Jesus saw her. He called her to 
Him, and He said to her, — 

** Woman, thou art loosed from thine in- 
firmity." 

Infirmity means weakness, or illness. As 
Jesus spoke He laid His hands upon her. In 
a moment she was made well, and stood up- 
right, praising God for His mercy. 

But the ruler of the synagogue was angry 
when he saw this done. Like the Pharisees, 
he would not, if he could help it, allow even a 
kindness upon the Sabbath-day. HfcdvixsJ^\. 
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dare to find fault with the deed to the Lord 
Jesus Himself, but he said to the people, — 

'* There are six days in which men ought 
to work ; in them therefore come and be 
healed, and not on the Sabbath-day/' 

But Jesus did not pass over these words of 
the ruler without a grave rebuke. He said 
to him, — 

** Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of 
you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass 
from the stall, and lead him away to water- 
ing ? And ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath-day ? ' ' 

A hypocrite is a man who says one thing 
meaning something else, and tries to make 
himself seem what he is not. The Lord, 
looking into this man's heart, saw that it was 
from no true and honest wish to keep the 
Sabbath that he spoke, but only from a wish 
to hinder His holy work. 

The ruler and those that thought with 
him were filled with shame at the words of 
Jesus, and had nothing to say in answer. 
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But the people around were filled with joy at 
the mighty things which were done by Him. 

Not long after this, Jesus went one Sab- 
bath-day into the house of one of the Phari- 
sees, to eat bread with him. A man was 
there who had a very bad kind of illness, 
called the dropsy. 

The Pharisees, knowing how Jesus always 
loved to heal those who stood in need of 
healing, watched Him closely, to see if He 
would do a miracle on the Sabbath-day. 
And I think the poor man himself must have 
watched also, though not at all with the same 
feelings and wishes. 

Jesus saw how the Pharisees and the law- 
yers watched Him, and He knew what they 
were thinking about. So He asked them, — 

**Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath-day?" 

By "is it lawful?" our Lord meant to say, 
** is it right ? " You have heard of the Law 
of Moses, given by God to the children of 
Israel, through Moses. Jesus asked the 
Pharisees if this law would allow a man to 
be made well on the Sabbath-day? This 
was the meaning of the word *' lawful," 
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The Pharisees and lawyers were silent. 
They could not say that it was not lawful, 
and they would not say that it wais. Then 
Jesus took the man, and made him well from 
his illness, and let him go. And then again 
He asked the Pharisees and the lawyers, — 

* ' Which of you shall have an ass or an ox 
fallen into a pit, and will not straightway 
pull him out on the Sabbath-day ? ' * 

But as before they were silent, for they 
had no answer to give. They knew well 
that they were in the wrong, though they 
were too proud to say so. 

As the Lord Jesus was on His way towards 
Jerusalem with His disciples. He went through 
Samaria and Galilee. As He came to a vil- 
lage, the name of which we do not know, 
there met Him ten lepers. They did not dare 
to come near, for lepers were made to keep 
at a distance from other men. But they 
stood apart, and cried aloud, — 

*' Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 
Jesus heard their prayer, and at once said — 
" Go, shew yourselves unto the priests." 
The men went to do as they were told. 
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ftit xm their way they were made quite well. 
They found themselves to be lepers no more. 

Nine of the men still went on to show 
themselves to the priests. But the other one, 
who was a man of Samaria, and not a Jew, 
left them, and turned back again. When he 
was come to Jesus, he fell down on the ground 
at His feet, praising God and giving thanks, 
in a loud voice, for the great mercy done to 
him that day. 

Then Jesus said, **Were there not ten 
cleansed ? but where are the nine ? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger.'* 

And He said to the man, ** Arise, go thy 
way : thy faith hath made thee whole." 

Of all these ten men who were thus cleansed 
by Jesus, one alone showed a thankful heart 
in return. The other nine went on their way 
happy and glad enough, but not grateful. 
This is a very common fault, and it is one 
which we should all try to guard against. 
When Grod has given us an answer to any 
prayer of ours, we should never forget to 
thank and praise Him for His goodness. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

LITTLE CHILDREN BLESSED BY THE SAVIOUR. 

ONE day there were brought to the 
Lord Jesus a number of little children. 
They were brought that He might lay His 
hands upon them, and pray over them. No 
wonder the mothers and friends longed for 
the touch of the Saviour's hands upon their 
little ones. 

But when the disciples saw it they were 
vexed, for they did not want their Master's 
time to be taken up in this way. Perhaps 
they thought it would trouble Him, or per- 
haps they thought only of themselves. They 
began to rebuke those who brought the 
children, and to tell them to stay away. 

When Jesus saw what was being done, He 
was not at all pleased with the disciples, and 
He said, — 

''Suffer little children, and forbid them 
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not, to come unto me, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.'* 

After this command to the disciples, to 
allow little children to come, and not to keep 
them away, the disciples would not dare to 
hinder them any more. But if they had 
been of the same loving spirit as their Mas- 
ter, they would have wished the little ones 
to come from the first, instead of trying to 
prevent them. 

Then the Lord Jesus took up the little 
children in His arms, and put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them. 

I think that all little boys and girls, who hear 
this sweet story of the Saviour's love, must 
feel in the words of the well-known hymn, — 

'' I wish that His hands had been placed on my head, 

That His arm had been thrown around me^ 
And that /might have seen His kind look when He said, 
* Let the little ones come unto Me.* " 

As Jesus and His disciples were still on 
their way to Jerusalem the Lord went on 
before the rest, as if in haste to reach Jeru- 
salem. The disciples on seeing this were 
filled with wonder and with fear, for they 
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knew the wish of the Jews at Jerusalem was 
that their Master should be put to death. 

Then Jesus walked again with the twelve, 
and began to tell them of those things which 
were soon to happen to Him. He told them 
that the Son of man, meaning Himself, was 
to be given up to the chief priests and scribes 
at Jerusalem. He said that the chief priests 
and scribes would condemn Him to death, 
and give Him into the hands of the Gentiles. 
And the Gentiles would then mock Him, 
and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and 
kill Him ; and the third day after He should 
rise again from the dead. 

This all seems quite clear to us now. But 
the disciples could not see the meaning of our 
Lord's words. Although Jesus had told them 
all so plainly before, yet the things of which 
He spoke came upon them quite as a surprise. 

They were now not far from Jericho. 
After going through the city on their jour- 
ney, they passed a poor blind man, sitting 
by the side of the road, begging. The name 
of the man was Bartimaeus. 

A great number of people had come out 
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of Jericho, and were walking after Jesus and 
His disciples. When the blind man heard 
the crowd going by, he asked what it was 
about. They told him that Jesus of Naza- 
reth was passing along the road. 

The man did not need to be told any more. 
He knew the name of Jesus, and had heard of 
His power. He did not wait or lose^ time in 
any further questions, but he cried aloud, — 

** Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me.*' 

No answer came. The Lord was walking 
on, and those people who were near the 
blind man found fault with him for calling 
out so loud, and told him to be quiet. 

But Bartimaeus was not to be put to silence. 
He knew it was his only hope of being able to 
see. And he cried out again, all the louder 
for being told to hold his peace : — 

" Thou Son of David, have mercy on me." 

An answer came now. Jesus stood still, 
and gave a command that the blind man 
should be brought to Him. Then the peo- 
ple said to Bartimaeus, — 

* ' Be of good comfort, rise ; he calletivtixs.^ J ' 
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Bartimaeus did not wait a moment after 
that. In his haste he threw aside his outer 
garment, which would hinder hi,s speed, and 
went to Jesus. As soon as he came near, 
Jesus said to him, — 

** What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee?'' 

Bartimaeus said, — 

** Lord, that I might receive my sight." 

Jesus said to him, — 

** Go thy way ; thy faith hath made thee 
whole." 

In an instant the man was cured from his 
blindness, and was able to see. He went 
after Jesus, giving glory to God, and all the 
people around, who saw what was done, 
joined him in praising God. 

You see that this man did not have an 
answer to his prayers at once. He had to 
call and call again for mercy. He could not 
see the Lord, for he was blind, but he knew 
that He was there. He felt quite sure that 
Jesus was able to give him his sight, and he 
went on crying for help till it came. That is 
just what we should do. We. should go on 
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praying for what we want, even though for a 
time it may seem to be of no use. We may 
be quite sure that, sooner or later, God will 
hear and answer us. 

Bartimaeus threw down his garment, that 
he might the more quickly come to Jesus. 
Here, too, we may learn something. Like 
Bartimaeus, we should throw away all which 
may hinder us from keeping near to Jesus, 
whether it be pleasure or work or dress or 
play. Our only wish should be to follow 
closely after the Lord. 

There was a rich man, named Zacchaeus, 
who was a chief among the publicans. The 
publicans were looked down upon with much 
contempt by other Jews. Zacchaeus wanted 
very much to see the Lord Jesus, but he was 
a little man, and there was such a crowd 
round Jfssus, that he could not manage to 
get even a glimpse. 

At last he thought of a plan. He ran on 
before, in front of the crowd, and there he 
climbed up into a sycamore tree. Sitting 
up among the branches, he waited for Jesus 
to pass by. Nearer and nearer tKe ij^o^V^ 
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came. There in the crowd walked One 
whom Zacchaeus had wished to see. How 
Zacchaeus must have looked and looked, and 
longed to hear Him speak. 

Zacchaeus had no hope of any words being 
said to himself. All he had thought of was 
to see the Lord. He did not know that each 
feeling and wish of his was known to Jesus. 
Great must have been his wonder and 
delight when Jesus, passing under the tree, 
looked up at him and said, — 

** Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, 
for to-day I must abide at thy house." 

Zacchaeus was quickly down on the 
ground, and gave the Lord a joyful wel- 
come to his house. But the people around 
were not pleased, for they began to mur- 
mur, and to say of Jesus, ** That he was 
gone to be guest with a man that is a 
sinner." 

All men, as you know, are alike sinners in 
the sight of God. Still Zacchaeus may in 
his outward conduct have seemed more 
wicked than many men. But the gracious 
kindness of the Lord Vv^d tvow touched his 
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heart, and made him sorry for the past. 
We see that this Wcts so, for Zacchaeus said 
to the Lord, — 

" Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor ; and if I have taken any- 
thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold/* 

Zacchaeus, you see, made a promise that 
from that time he would put aside half of 
what he had, and would give it to the poor. 
He seems to have felt that he had some- 

■ 

times made money in wrong and unjust 
ways. So he said that, in such cases, he 
would pay back four times as much money 
as the people had lost by him before. 

These things showed that Zacchaeus felt 
sorry for his bad doings in the past. And 
Jesus, looking into the heart of the man, 
saw that the sorrow was true and real. He 
said, — 

** This day is salvation come to this house, 
forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost." 



CHAPTER XXV. 

COMING INTO JERUSALEM. 

SIX days before the time of the Jewish 
Passover, Jesus and His disciples came 
again to the little village of Bethany. They 
•went into the house of Simon the leper. 
Simon was still called the leper, because he 
had once been one, but no doubt, if he was 
still living, he had been long ago cured by 
the Lord. 

In this house they made a supper for the 
Lord Jesus, and many people were present. 
Amongst them was Lazarus, who had been 
raised from the dead, sitting at the table with 
Jesus. But Martha, the sister of Lazarus, 
stood and served. 

As they sat at meat, Mary, the sister of 
Martha, brought in her hand a box, in which 
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was a pound of very precious and costly oint- 
ment. She went up to Jesus, and broke the 
box, and poured the ointment on His head. 
Then she began to anoint His feet, and to 
wipe them with her hair. The sweet strong 
smell of the ointment filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 

Does not this remind you of something of 
the same kind, which took place nearly three 
years before? Look at the twelfth chapter in 
this little book, and you will find the account. 
It is very like in many ways to this, and yet 
very unlike in others. There the ointment 
was brought by a poor woman, who was a 
great sinner, weeping and praying for par- 
don. Here it Wcts brought by one who had 
long known and loved the Saviour. You 
had better read the two stories, and try to 
find out in how many things they are unlike. 

When the disciples saw what Mary had 
done, they were angry, and began to com- 
plain against her, saying, — 

** To what purpose is this waste ? " 

Judas Iscariot, too, who was soon to betray 
the Lord Jesus, asked, — 
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**Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor ? " 

Judas did not say this because he cared at 
all about the poor, or wanted to help them. It 
was because he had in his charge the bag in 
which the money for the poor Wcts kept, and 
because he was a thief and used to steal 
from the bag. 

When Jesus heard these complaints against 
the woman, He said, — 

**Why trouble ye the woman? for she 
hath wrought a good work upon me. For 
ye have the poor always with you ; but me ye 
have not always. For in that she hath 
poured this ointment on my body, she did 
it for my burial." 

This gentle rebuke must have put them all 
to shame, and if Mary had been troubled 
before by their words, she must now have 
been joyful at His praise. The Lord then 
told them that in all places throughout the 
world, where the gospel should be preached, 
Mary's deed should also be made known. 
We all know how this has come true, by its 
heing written in tVve Bible. 
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Many of the Jews heard that the Lord 
Jesus was at Bethany. Numbers of them 
came to see Him and also to see Lazarus, 
who had been raised by Him from the dead. 
But the chief priests were not pleased at 
this. They even began to talk how they 
might put Lazarus to death ; for they found 
that a great many Jews were led, by seeing 
him and hearing his story, to believe on 

Jesus. 

The next day, when Jesus and His dis- 
ciples came to the Mount of Olives, on their 
way to Jerusalem, the Lord said to two of 
His disciples, — 

** Go your way into the village over 
against you : and as soon as ye be entered 
into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon 
never man sat ; loose him, and bring him. 
And if c^ny man say unto you. Why do ye 
this ? say ye that the Lord hath need of him ; 
and straightway he will send him hither." 

The disciples went their way, as they were 
told, into the village. There they quickly 
found the colt — ^which you know is a young 
ass — ^tied outside a door, in a ijla.ee ^\nsx^ 
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two roads met. As they loosed the colt, the 
people who owned it looked on in surprise. 
No doubt they thought it rather strange 
to see their colt taken away like this from 
before their eyes, and they asked, — 
** What do ye loosing the colt ?" 
The two disciples said, — 
** The Lord hath need of him/' 
That was quite enough, and the owners of 
the colt at once let him go. The disciples 
brought him to Jesus, cis He had bidden 
them. 

There was no saddle upon the ass, but 
the disciples took off their outer garments, 
and put them on his back, for the Lord to 
sit upon. Then a very great crowd of people 
took off their garments also, and spread 
them out in the path before the Saviour as 
He rode. Others cut branches from the 
trees, and strewed them in the way. 

They came down the side of the Mount of 
Olives, near to Jerusalem. The crowds that 
went before, and the crowds that came after, 
began to praise God for all the mighty works 
which they had seen, atvd to shout aloud, — 
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" Hosanna, to the Son of David ! Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ! 
Hosanna in the highest." 

Some of the Pharisees, who were present, 
did not like these sounds of praise, and they 
said to Jesus, — 

** Master, rebuke thy disciples." 

But He said to them in answer, — 

** I tell you that if these should hold their 
peace, the stones would immediately cry 
out.*' 

It must have been while the shouts of 
praise and " Hosanna !" were yet ringing in 
His ears, that Jesus came to a spot upon the 
mount, looking over the city of Jerusalem. 
Here they most likely stood still a little. 
For, as the Lord looked upon the city, 
which He loved so deeply, and which gave 
Him back so little love. He wept over the 
thought of its sad future, and said, — 

** If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
m this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes/' 

After these sad tender words ov^x \3w^ ^vc^- 
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ful city, which was Ccisting away its Saviour 
and its King, the Lord went on to tell some 
of the evils which were to come upon it. 

The foes of Jerusalem were to surround it 
on all sides, and to keep the people within 
the walls, and at last to lay the whole city 
level with the ground. Not many years 
after, these things came to pass. And 
dreadful was the state of the starving people 
of Jerusalem at that time, shut in by a 
mighty army, and able to get no food. 

When the Lord came in this way into 
Jerusalem, the city was all moved, and 
wanted to know what it meant, saying, — 

'* Who is this?" And the people who 
came with Jesus said, — 

** This is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee." 

Jesus then went into the temple, where 
there were brought to Him people who were 
blind and lame, all of whom He cured. 
The chief priests and scribes were angry 
when they saw this, and still more when 
they heard* the children in the temple crying 
aioud, — 
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" Hosanna to the Son of David ! '* 

They wanted to stop the children, and 
they said to Jesus, — 

** Hearest thou what these say?*' 

Jesus said to them, — 

** Yea ; have ye never read. Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast 
perfected praise ? ' ' 

The Lord Jesus loved to hear the voices 
of the children crying hosanna to His name, 
and He would not have them put to silence. 
He loves no less now to hear little ones 
singing and praising Him, if only they 
praise Him from their heart, like the child- 
ren in the temple. 

About this time there were some Greeks 
who had come to worship at the feast of the 
Passover, and who wanted to see Jesus. 
They found Philip, one of the twelve, and 
said to him, — 

".Sir, we would see Jesus.'* 

Philip came and told Andrew and both 
Andrew and Philip told Jesus. Nothing more 
is said of the Greeks, but we maybe very sure 
that they had their wish and sa^ \ivfc\-art^* 
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When Andrew and Philip came about this 
to Jesus, He said in answer, — 

** The hour is come that the Son of man 
should be glorified/' 

Then, as He went on speaking, there 
seemed to come a dark shadow over His 
spirit, and He said, — 

"Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this 
hour; but for this cause came I unto this 
hour. Father, glorify thy name." 

As Jesus spoke these words, there came a 
voice from heaven, saying, — 

" I have both glorified it, and will glorify 
it again." 

The people that stood by, and heard the 
voice, could not believe their ears. Some said 
it was thunder. Others said an angel had 
spoken to Jesus. Then Jesus said to them,— 

'* This voice came not because of me, but 
for your sakes." 

After a few more words the Lord left the 
temple, and went with the twelve away from 
Jerusalem to the village of Bethany, where 
they lodged that mght. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



THE TRIBUTE MONEY. 



THE next morning, as the Lord and 
His disciples came from Bethany to 
Jerusalem, Jesus was hungry by the way. 
And seeing at a distance a fig tree. He came 
near, to look if there might happen to be 
any fruit upon it. But there were only leaves, 
and no figs. Then Jesus said to the tree, — 

** Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward 
for ever.'' 

In a little while the fig tree, which had 
before been so healthy and full of green 
leaves, dried up, and died. When the disci- 
ples saw it they felt great wonder, and said, — 

** How soon is the fig tree withered away ! *' 

Jesus said to them, — 

** Verily I say unto you. If ye have faith 
and doubt not, ye shall not only do t\v\%^\v\0^ 
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is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea ; it shall be done/' 

On the same day Jesus went into the tem- 
ple. I told you of what took place two or 
three years before, when the Lord found 
people buying and selling in the temple. On 
this day the very same things were going on 
again. Instead of praying, and praising 
God, they were trying to make money. 

But Jesus put a stop quickly to these 
wicked doings. He sent out of the temple 
all those who bought and sold, and He 
threw over the tables at which the changers 
of money sat. He would not allow them to 
carry even any kind of vessel through the 
temple. And He said to the people, — 

"It is written, My house shall be called 
the house of prayer ; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves." 

The scribes and chief priests heard what 
had been done by Jesus. But instead of 
being glad that such doings had been stopped 
in the temple, they only talked the more of 
the best way of putting Him to death. They 
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were afraid of His mighty power over the 
hearts and minds of the people. 

When the evening of this second day came, 
Jesus and His disciples again went out of 
Jerusalem. 

The next morning Jesus came once more 
into the temple, and stayed there long, teach- 
ing the people and preaching to them the 
words of life. He told also many parables, 
in the midst of which the chief priests and 
scribes and Pharisees sought to lay hands 
upon Him, and to take Him away. 

But even at the moment of doing so they 
were afraid to go on with their wicked plan, 
for they knew that the people all took Jesus 
for a prophet, and they feared the anger of 
the people. 

Instead therefore of touching Him they 
went away, and again talked in secret of 
what they could do. Little they thought that 
all their talking and plans were known to the 
Lord Jesus. But so it was, for He saw then, 
no less than He sees now, into the hearts of 
all men throughout the world. 

At last the Phctrisees and their wicked 



196 The Tribute Money. 

friends made up their minds to watch closely 
what He said, and to try to make Him say 
something- which they could take as a reason 
for putting Him to death. 

So they sent spies into the temple. These 
were to pretend to be good men, but they 
were to do their best to lead the Lord to say 
words which could be used against Him. 

Shall I tell you how they first tried, and 
how they found it to be of no use ? 

The men came up to Jesus and said, — 

" Master, we know that thou art true, and 
teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest thou for any man ; for thou regardest 
not the person of man." 

By not caring for any man, they meant that 
Jesus would not do or say that which was 
not right to please any man. This was 
true. But the men did not care whether 
it were true or not. All they wanted was to 
deceive Jesus by smooth words, and make Him 
think them His friends. They little dreamt 
that all the while He was looking straight 
into their hearts. Then they went on, — 

" Tell us therefore,^Vva\.\.Vawk.est thou ? Is 
it ia wful to give tribute urvt-o C^'Si^x ot \v^\>:' 
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I must tell you that Caesar was the Emperor 
of Rome. There was no king of the Jews at 
this time. Judea was under the power of 
Rome. The Jews would not have the only- 
King who could have saved them from the 
Romans, — the Lord Jesus, who was "bom 
King of the Jews." 

In asking this question, the men knew that 
an answer was not easy. The tribute, of 
which they spoke, was the money paid by 
the Jews to Caesar^ to show that they were 
ruled by him. The Jews hated paying it, 
for they hated the Romans to rule over them. 

If Jesus had said it was lawful to give tribute 
to Caesar, the Jews would have been angry 
with Him. If He had said it was not lawful. 
He might have been taken up, for speaking 
against Caesar, and have been put in prison, 
or even put to death by the Romans. 

What answer do you think Jesus gave to 
the question of these wicked men, "Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesar or not? '* 

He said, "Why tempt ye me, ye hypo- 
crites ? Show me the tribute money." 

Then they brought to H\\xv ^ ^vb^^ ^*v 
money. It was a Romatv pexva^ , ^xsSi. x^^^'^ 
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it were Roman words and a head of the 
Roman emperor, just as you will find upon 
an English penny some English words and 
the head of our English queen. 

When the penny was shown to Jesus, He 
asked, — 

" Whose is this image and superscription? '* 
Image means picture, and superscription 
means words in writing or printing. 

They said to Him, " Caesar's.'* 

Then the Lord said, — 

" Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar's, and unto Grod the things 
that are God's." To ** render" a thing 
means to give it. 

The men had nothing more to say. They 
had had an answer which they little looked 
for. And filled with wonder at the wisdom of 
Jesus, they held their peace and went away. 

The scribes and Pharisees did not yet 
give up their plan of catching Jesus in His 
speech, that they might put Him to death. 
They sent other men, and yet others, to 
make fresh trials. But each time their 
wicked efforts were bTou^x. \.o xvckilaitig by 
the wisdom and knovj\ed^e ol xJc^^X^^x^s.. 
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In the temple there was a treasury. This 
treasury was a place where people put the 
money that they wished to give for the ser- 
vice of the Lord. 

Jesus sat near the treasury, and watched 
the people who were casting in their gifts. 
There were many rich people passing by, 
who threw large sums into the treasury. I 
wonder if any of these wealthy men had the 
least thought that the Lord Himself, to whom 
these gifts were given, was sitting at so short 
a distance, watching their deeds and looking 
into their hearts ? 

Amongst these rich and well-dressed peo- 
ple there came humbly up a poor widow. She 
was very poor, and lonely, and plainly dressed, 
and with hardly any money of her own. 

But she could not be happy without giving 
something. So among the gold and silver 
which were poured into the treasury, she- 
dropped meekly in two mites, which make 
one farthing, and went her way. 

When the Lord saw what she had done, 
He called to Him His disciples and said, — 

** Verily I say unto you, T\Ya.\. xJcvss. ^^<^^ 
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widow hath cast more in than all they which 
have cast into the treasury ; for all they did 
cast in of their abundance, but she of her 
want did cast in all that she had, even all 
her living." 

Do you find it hard to see the meaning of 
this ? Jesus said the poor widow had cast in 
more than all the other people. You would 
not think one little farthing worth more than 
hundreds of gold and silver coins ? Ah, but 
•that is not the way God values our gifts. 

Shall I tell you how God counts the worth 
of what we spend in His service ? First, He 
looks at the heart. If the gift is given from 
love to God, and a wish to serve Him, then it 
is worth something. If it is given because 
we want to be praised, or because we think 
we must do it, then it is worth nothing at all. 

Again : God does not think only of how 
much we have given, but of how much we 
might give. I will tell you what I mean. 

There were two little girls, one of whom had 

ten shillings, and the other had only sixpence 

of her own. Help was wanted for sOme poor 

person, who was very "b^.^^ . o%. T\ve first 
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little girl gave two shillings and sixpence. 
The second gave sixpence. 

You would think that the first gave the 
most, would you not? No, she gave the 
least. For she gave only a quarter of what 
she had, and kept the other three-quarters to 
spend upon herself. But the second little 
girl gave the whole of what -she had, and 
kept nothing at all to spend upon herself. 
One gave a whole, the other gave only a 
part. The one that gave the whole gave 
the most. That is the way in which the Lord 
counted the worth of the widow's mites. 

Soon after this, when the Lord had spoken 
a great deal more to the people, He went out 
of the temple. His disciples came after Him, 
and began showing Him the splendid build- 
ings of the temple. Then Jesus said, — 

** Seest thou these great buildings? There 
shall not be left one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.*' 

And just as the Lord foretold, so it came 
to pass. Not many years after, the mighty 
temple was thrown down, and its stones laid 
low upon the ground. 



CHAPTER XXVIL 



THE LAST PASSOVER. 



TWO days later, the Feast of the Pass- 
over was to take place. 
Again the chief priests and scribes began 
to talk how they might kill Jesus. They 

said, — 

* * Not on the feast day, lest there be an 

uproar among the people." 

In their fear of the people, they wanted to 
take Him and put Him to death in some 
quick quiet way, so that there would not be 
time for His many disciples to try and save 
Him from their hands. 

If the right time had not now come, in 
which the Lord would lay down His life for 
the world, their wishes would still have been 
vain, as so often before. But the time had 
come, and they were now to have power 
given them to carry ouX. \\\^vc ^kkad desire. 
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As they sought how they might kill Jesus, 
there came help for which they had not 
looked. Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve 
apostles, went to the chief priests and cap- 
tains, and made an offer to betray or give 
up to them his Master. He said to them, — 

** What will ye give me, and I will deliver 
him unto you ? ' ' 

The chief priests and captains were very 
glad when they heard this. They agreed to 
give Judas thirty pieces of silver as a reward, 
if he would betray the Lord to them, when 
He was somewhere away from the people. 

Between four and five hundred years be- 
fore our Saviour's life upon earth, the Lord 
had written about this, by the hand of one 
of His prophets, — 

** So they weighed for my price thirty 
pieces of silver. And the Lord said unto 
me, Cast it unto the potter : a goodly price 
that I was prized at of them. And I took 
the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to 
the potter in the house of the Lord."* 

I will tell you by-and-by about the 

• Zech. xi. 13. 
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money being cast to the potter, and wha;t it 
means. But you see how very long before 
it was said that Judas should betray the 
Lord for this money. 

Thirty pieces of silver, — not more than 
four pounds of our money ! A goodly price 
indeed, at which they prized the Lord of 
glory ! A goodly price, for which Judas cast 
away his life and hope and salvation, that 
he might betray his Master to death ! 

You have heard before how Judas loved 
money, and how he kept the bag, and how 
he stole from it. His love of money was 
leading him now into the blackest and most 
fearful of sins. 

On the first day of the Passover, when the 
lamb was to be killed and eaten, the disciples 
came to Jesus, and said, — 

"Where wilt thou that we go and pre- 
pare, that thou mayest eat the passover? '' 

Then Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare, 
saying to them, — 

** Go ye into the city, and there shall meet 
you a man, bearing a pitcher of water : fol- 
low him. And >N\ve.T^^o^ver he shall go in, 
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say ye to the goodman of the house, The 
Master saith, Where is the guest-chamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disci- 
ples ? And he will show you a large upper 
room, furnished and prepared : there make 
ready for us." 

Then Peter and John went into the city, 
and found all just as Jesus had told them. 
They saw the man with the pitcher, and 
went after him into the house, and gave their 
Master's message. And they were shown 
into the large upper room, in which they 
made ready. 

When the evening came, the Lord Jesus 
and His twelve disciples sat down in this 
room, to eat the Passover. 

Before a Jewish feast, those who were 
going to eat used always to have their feet 
washed. This was done by the servants or 
slaves of a house, and was seen to by the 
host, — that is, by the man who had asked 
his friends to take the feast with him. 

But there was no host here, for Jesus and 
His disciples were by themselves in a strange 
house, and the master of the house was not 
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there. Neither were there any servants or 
slaves at hand. Who do you think did this 
work, which was thought so mean and low 
as to be only fit for slaves ? 

Not the disciples. No, it was the Lord 
Himself. He rose from supper, laid aside 
His upper garment, and girded Himself 
with a towel. Then He poured water into 
a bcLsin, and began in turn to wash each of the 
disciples' feet, and to dry them with the towel. 

The disciples must at first have been 
struck almost dumb, at the sight of their 
Lord doing this humble and lowly work. 
At first they only looked on in silence. But 
when Jesus came to Peter, he could not keep 
in his wonder, and he asked, — 

** Lord, dost thou wash my feet ? " 

Jesus said, — 

** What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter." 

Peter said, warmly, — 

** Thou shalt never wash my feet.*' 

Jesus said, — 

** If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me. 
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I do not think these words show at all that 
Peter was wrong in his dislike to seeing his 
Master doing the work of a servant. But 
he saw at once the Lord's meaning, that this 
outward washing of the feet was a picture of 
the inward washing of the soul. And he 
now said, — 

" Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head." 

Jesus said to him, — 

" He that is washed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit : and 
ye are clean, but not all." The last three 
words were spoken of Judas, whose soul, even 
at that moment filled with a dark and fear- 
ful resolve to betray his Master, was far in- 
deed from being clean. 

After Jesus had washed the feet of all, 
and had again put on His garments, and was 
seated among them. He said, — 

" Know ye what I have done to you ? Ye 
call me Master and Lord ; and ye say well ; 
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Mas- 
ter, have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet. For I have given 
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you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The servant is not greater than his Lord; 
neither is he that is sent greater than he that 
sent him. If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." 

The Lord here gave an example to all who 
love Him, that they should do like Him, An 
example means something for us to copy. 
We have to copy Jesus, in being humble and 
meek and lowly. 

There is a great deal of wicked pride in 
the world. Sometimes we do not like to do 
what we ought to do, because we think it is 
beneath us. At such a time we ought to 
think of those words : ** The servant is not 
greater than his Lord." If our Lord Him- 
self would wash His disciples' feet, we ought 
to let no pride stand in our way to keep us 
from doing what is right. 



•« 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



THE lord's supper. 



IN the last chapter I began to tell you 
about the Lord Jesus and His disciples 
eating the Passover, in the large upper 
room. I will tell you more about it now. 

As they were eating, Jesus became 
troubled in His spirit, and He said to His 
disciples, — 

" Verily, I say unto you. One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me." 

These words filled the disciples with 
sorrow. Betray their Master to the Jews ! 
They could hardly bear to think of such a 
thing. They looked at each other, with 
wonder as to who He could mean. And 
then they began to ask, one at a time, " Is 
it I?'' "Lord, is it I?" 

The apostle John, who always wrote of 
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himself as " the disciple whom Jesus loved," 
was close to Jesus, and leaning upon His 
bosom. Simon Peter made signs to John 
that he should ask Jesus of whom He was 
speaking. Then John said, — 

**Lord, who is it?'' 

Jesus said, ** He it is, to whom I shall give 
a sop when I have dipped it." 

When the Lord had dipped the sop, He 
gave it to Judas. And at that moment 
.Satan came into the heart of Judas, to help 
him in his wicked work. He said to Jesus, — 

** Master, is it I?" 

Jesus made him the answer, — 

"Thou hast said." 

These two questions and answers must 
have been spoken low, so that the rest could 
not hear. When Jesus had given the sop, 
He said to Judas, — 

" That thou doest do quickly." 

Judas at once rose and left the room. 
The disciples did not know why Jesus had 
sent him away. They thought it was 
because Judas kept the bag of money, and 
that the Lord wished to remind him of 
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something he had to buy, either for the 
poor, or for the next day's feast. If they 
had heard the questions of John and Judas, 
and the answers of Jesus, they could not 
have made this mistake. 

It was about this time that something else 
took place, about which I am going now 
to tell you. I cannot quite tell you whether 
it was before or after Jesus gave the sop to 
Judas, and sent him away. The story of 
the Last Supper is told four times over in 
the Bible, and it is not quite easy to say just 
how each of these things came to pass, one 
after the other, — ^which was first, and which 
was last. . 

As they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed it, and broke it, and gave to 
His disciples, saying, — 

**Take, eat; this is my body which is 
broken for you : this do in remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper He took the cup of 
wine, and gave thanks, and handed it round 
to them, saying, — 

'' Drink ye all of it.'' As tKey dT^.TJ«.^¥^^ 
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went on, "This is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many/' 

Those who love the Lord Jesus still keep 
up the habit of eating bread and drinking 
wine, at certain times, to remind them of all 
that the Lord bore for them. He gave 
command here that it should be so. You 
will hear more about this when you are older. 
Some day I hope that you also will love to 
go to the blessed Supper of the Lord. 

When Jesus said of the bread, ** This is 
my body," and of the wine, **This is my 
blood," He meant that they were pictures of 
His body and of His blood. 

If I were to show you a picture, and say, 
** That is my father," you would not think I 
meant that my real father was there in a frame- 
You would know my meaning at once. 

So when the Lord said also, " I am the 
Door," He meant it only as a picture. He 
meant that, as a door opens the way into a 
room, so He has made open for us the way 
into heaven. 

And just in the same way the bread and 
wfne are pictures o^ H.v& bod^ and blood, 
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which were given for us. While we eat the 
bread, and drink the wine, we are to feed 
upon His love in our spirit. And then He 
will feed our souls with His grace, just as 
the bread and wine feed and strengthen the 
body. 

Night came on, but still Jesus sat long 
with His disciples. He talked to them a 
great deal, and said many sweet things, which 
would help and comfort them when He had 
gone away from them. 

After a time they sang a hymn, and then 
they left the house. They went through the 
streets of Jerusalem in the dark, down into 
the valley of the brook Cedron, across the 
brook, and up the lonely Mount of Olives on 
the other side. 

On the way Jesus said to His disciples, — 

" All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night, for it is written, I will smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall 
be scattered abroad. But after I am risen 
again, I will go before you into Galilee." 

The disciples were grieved at these words, 
and Peter, with his quick speee\v, ^^alviL^ — 
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** Though all men shall be offended be- 
cause of thee, yet will I never be offended." 

Peter thought a great deal of his own 
strength, and little knew his own weakness. 
Jesus said to him, — 

* * Verily, I say unto thee. That this day, 
even in this night, before the cock crow twice 
thou shalt deny me thrice." 

These words only made Peter the more 
hot and eager. He felt quite certain he 
could never do such a shameful and wicked 
deed, as to deny that he knew and loved his 
Master. With much warmth, he said, — 

" If I should die with thee, I will not deny 
thee in anywise." And all the other dis- 
ciples said the same words. 

They soon came, on the Mount of Olives, 
to a garden, where Jesus was in the habit 
of often going with His disciples. The place 
was called the Garden of Gethsemane. 

When they were in the garden, Jesus said 
to His disciples, — 

** Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder." 

Then leaving all the disciples, except 
Peter and James and ^oVvyv^ W^^^wt farther on 
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with the three. A heavy weight of grief and 
sorrow was pressing upon the spirit of the 
Saviour. The sins of the whole world were 
resting upon Him, and a foretaste of the 
anguish of the cross had come over Him. 
He said to the three who were with Him, — 

"My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death : tarry ye here, and watch with me." 

Then, leaving them where they were, Jesus 
went a little farther, and knelt down, and fell 
upon His face on the cold ground, praying, — 

** Father, if thou be willing remove this 
cup from me ; nevertheless not my will but 
thine be done." 

A cup of .something to drink was often 
spoken of as a picture of a heavy grief to be 
borne. In the deep and fearful trouble of 
the Lord, an angel was sent from heaven to 
strengthen Him. In the anguish of that 
moment He prayed yet more earnest prayer, 
while instead of sweat great drops of blood 
fell from Him to the ground. 

At length He arose, and came to the three 
disciples. But all three were sleeping, and 
He said to Peter, — 
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" Simon, sleepest thou ? couldest not thou 
watch one hour? " 

A few more words to Peter, and again He 
went away to pray, as he had done before, 
yet with a change in His prayer, — 

** O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it, thy will be 
done.'* 

Again He came to the disciples, as if long- 
ing for human love and comfort in this hour 
of sore distress. But again they were sleep- 
ing, and this time the Lord did not arouse 
them. Or if He spoke, they were so heavy 
with slumber that they knew not what to 
answer Him. 

A third time the Lord went away, and 
prayed the same words. A third time He 
came back to His disciples, and this time He 
said to them, — 

** Sleep on now, and take your rest; it is 
enough ; the hour is come ; behold, the Son 
of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Rise up, let us go ; lo, he that betrayeth me 
is at hand." 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

JUDAS BETRAYS HIS MASTER. 

WHILE Jesus was speaking to His disci- 
ples, there came a great crowd, led by 
Judas, and having lanterns and torches, and 
swords and staves. They had been sent by 
the chief priests and scribes to look for Jesus. 
Judas well knew the garden on the Mount of 
Olives, to which he and the other disciples 
had so often gone with their Master. 

The crowd came through the garden, look- 
ing about on all sides for Him whom they 
were seeking. The light from their lanterns 
and torches shone upon the dark trees, as 
they passed on, and Judas was walking at 
their head. All at once Jesus Himself 
stepped out from the shade, and asked, — 

** Whom seek ye ? " 

They said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 

Jesus said to them, ** I am he." 

As these words passed the li^s* of ^^^n^s.^^ 
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strange thing took place. * The whole band of . 
men and officers standing before Him, went 
backwards and fell flat upon the ground. 

What a sight that must have been ! Jesus 
standing calmly in the midst of the garden ; 
His disciples behind ; the stars shining over 
His head ; darkness all around ; and the band 
of men, who had come to take Him, lying 
helpless at His feet. 

But they quickly rose again, and as they 
stood before Him, no doubt feeling both shame 
and fear, Jesus asked them a second time, — 

"Whom seek ye? " 

A second time the men made answer, — 

** Jesus of Nazareth." 

The Lord then said, — 

" I have told you that I am he ; if there- 
fore ye seek me, let these go their way." 

Jesus was here speaking of His disciples. 
He was willing to give up Himself, but he 
did not forget to care for the safety of those 
who were with Him. 

Now Judas had given a sign to those whom 
he had brought, by which they might know 
Jesus. He had said to tVv^ta, — 
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' * * Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he ; 
:ake him, and lead him away safely." 

As soon therefore as he had come up, he 
^ent close to Jesus, and said, ** Master, 
Master!" and kissed Him. 

Do you not think that Jesus drove away 
;he wicked traitor, who thus chose by a kiss 
— ^by the sign of love — to give Him over to 
ieath ? Ah, no, there was no anger in the 
jentle Saviour. He only asked with patient 
:almness, — 

** Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
^ith a kiss ? ' ' 

The disciples now came forward. They 
tiad borne as much as they could bear in 
silence. They asked their Master, — eager to 
save Him from being taken, — 

** Lord, shall we smite with the sword ? " 

And Peter, without waiting for an answer, 
drew his sword, and at one blow struck off 
the ear of the high priest's servant, whose 
name was Malchus. But the Lord, who had 
:ome to save and to heal, would not have a 
>word used in His defence. 

" Suffer ye thus far," He ^^.\d^ — \sw<^^ 



222 Jtulas Betrays his Master. 

" If I have spoken evil, bear witness of 
the evil ; but if well, why smitest thou me ? " 

The chief priests and elders now tried to 
find some people to bear witness against 
Jesus, that they might put Him to death. 
To bear witness against a person, means to 
tell of something wrong that he has done. 
To bear false witness, means to say that a 
person hcis done something wrong which he 
has not done. 

But the chief priests could not find what 
they wanted. Many came forward to bear 
false witness, — that is, to say that Jesus had 
done things which He had not done, — ^but 
no two of them could agree in what they 
said. What the chief priests wanted was to 
find two men who would tell just the same 
story. The witness of one man alone was 
of no use. 

After a time came two men, bearing false 
witness, and saying, — 

"We heard him say, I will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and within 
three days I will build another, made with- 
out hands." 
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But this was quite untrue, for Jesus had 
only said, " Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up." He had 
spoken of His body, not of the stone temple. 

Even these two men could not agree, — 
that is, they could not tell just the same 
story, — so their false witness was of no use. 
All this time Jesus stood quiet and silent in 
their midst, hearing these false things said 
about Him, but saying not one word Him- 
self. Then the high priest rose and asked, — 

"Answerest thou nothing? what is it 
which these witness against thee ? ' ' 

Still Jesus was silent, and the high priest 
asked, — 

**Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?'' 

The high priest did not believe this him- 
self. He only wanted Jesus to say some- 
thing which they might use against Him. 
And Jesus did what the high priest wanted. 
He said, — 

** I am : and ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven.' ' 
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At these words the high priest rent or 
tore his clothes, and asked what need they 
had of an;^ other witness, after hearing His 
own words. One and all, they said He was 
guilty of death. To be guilty of death, 
means to deserve death. 

And then a cruel scene took place. The 
men who held Jesus began to mock Him, 
and to strike Him, and to spit in His face. 
Others put a cover over His eyes, and then 
smote Him with their hands, saying, — 

"Prophesy; who is it that smote thee?" 

Rough unkind words came upon Him 
from all sides, and the very servants came 
up to add their blows. 

But through all the Lord stood meek and 
silent, bearing all these cruel words and 
cruel blows without a murmur, without a 
complaint. Patient as a lamb He stood, — led 
like a lamb to the slaughter. Not a sound 
passed His gentle lips. Not a thought of 
anger was in the holy heart of Jesus. 

Little children, think what must have been 
the love which could make Him bear all 
this for your sake atvd ioi mm^ I 



CHAPTER XXX. 

PETER DENIES HIS MASTER. 

ALL this time Peter was present in the 
high-priest's house, but at a distance. 
A fire had been lighted in the hall, and there 
he sat among the servants to warm himself, 
for it was cold. From where he sat he could 
see all that went on, while Jesus was being 
tried by the high-priest. 

But Peter was sullen and angry. He was 
taken by surprise, as were all the disciples, 
at their Master having given Himself up in 
this quiet way. They knew so well His mighty 
power. They could not think why He had 
not used it; Jesus had often told them of 
what would happen to Him, and how He must 
die, but they were still taken by surprise. 

It could not have been fear alone which 
made them all flee away from Jesus, Pe.t^ti 
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was no coward, yet he too had fled. He 
would have fought gladly with his sword, in 
his Master's defence. But he would not 
stand by and see his Master taken and bound. 
It hurt his pride. 

The truth is, the disciples had set their 
hearts on seeing their Master a king. Not 
all that He had so often said had yet shown 
them that He came to suffer for the world, 
and not to rule over it, — to die for men, and 
not to fight for them. 

As Peter sat warming himself, and hear- 
ing what went on, the woman who kept the 
door came up. As soon as she saw Peter, 
she looked at him more closely, and said, — 

** Art not thou also one of this man's dis- 
ciples ? " 

Peter at once said, ** Woman, I know him 
not." 

To stop further questions, Peter arose and 
went out into the porch. At that moment 
the cock crowed, yet even this did not bring 
him to his senses. As he stood in the porch 
a maid saw him, and began to say to those 
that stood around, — 
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" This fellow was also with Jesus of Naza- 
reth." 

A second time, and now with a wickecj 
oath, Peter said, — 

** I do not know the man." 

About an hour now passed away, during 
which the trial of the Lord was going on. All 
through this hour Peter did not wake up to 
any sorrow for his sin. At length, for the 
third time, some one standing by said, — 

** Of a truth this fellow also was with him; 
for he is a Galilean." 

Then Peter began to curse and to swear, 
saying for the third time, — 

** I know not this man of whom ye speak." 

While Peter was yet speaking these fearful 
words, the cock again crowed. And the 
Lord Himself, from the further end of the 
hall, turned to look upon Peter. 

What a look that must have been ! How 
searching, how full of reproach, — yet how 
tender, how full of pity and love ! As Peter 
met that look of his Master, the words of 
Jesus came into his mind : ** Before the cock 
crow twice, thou shall deny me \)M\c.er tsXN&. 
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going out of the high-priest's house, into the 
dark night, he wept bitter tears of sorrow for 
his sin. 

When morning came, and while it was still 
early, the chief priests and elders again bound 
Jesus, and took Him to Pontius Pilate. The 
reason of this was that the Jews were under 
the power of the Romans, and were not able 
to put any man to death without leave from 
the Roman ruler. The Jews were now going 
to ask his leave. 

It was about this time that Judas, seeing 
the chief priests condemn his Master to death, 
began to repent of his wicked deed. He 
brought the thirty pieces of silver, which had 
been paid him, back to the chief priests and 
elders, saying, — 

** I have sinned, in that I have betrayed 
'the innocent blood." 

But the hard hearts of the priests were little 
troubled by his distress, and they only said, — 

*' What is that to us ? see thou to that." 

Without more words Judas flung the money 

down on the floor of the temple, and went 

away, and hanged \v\m^e\l- "^q»q>t wretched 
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man ! The weight of remorse for his fearful 
sin was more than he could bear, and in the 
vain wish to escape from it, he put an end 
to his black and sinful life. 

With the money that he left upon the tem- 
ple floor, the chief priests bought the potter's 
field, to bury strangers in. This was what 
the prophet meant when he said — 

** I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast 
them to the potter in the house of the Lord." 

When the chief priests and scribes brought 
Jesus to Pilate, they would not themselves go 
into the judgment-hall. The Jews did not 
enter the houses of Gentiles at the time of the 
passover. Pilate came out to them, and asked 
them of what they had to accuse Jesus. To 
accuse a person, means to tell of wrong that 
he has done. 

The chief priests told Pilate that if Jesus 
had not done wrong, they would not have 
brought Him to be judged. This short answer 
did not please Pilate, and he gave them an 
answer as short, — 

** Take ye him, and judge him according 
to your law.'* 
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The Jews said, ** It is not lawful for us to 
put any man to death." 

Then Pilate went into the judgment-hall, 
and calling Jesus to him, away from the 
Jews, he asked Him, — 

" Art thou the King of the Jews ? '' 

Instead of giving an answer, the Lord 
asked Pilate, — 

" Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did 
these tell it thee of me ? '* 

Pilate seems not to have liked this. He 
did not answer the question, but said, — 

** Am I a Jew ? Thine own nation, and the 
chief priests, have delivered thee unto me: 
what hast thou done ?" 

Still giving no answer, the Lord said, — 

** My kingdom is not of this world," adding 
that had His kingdom been of this world. 
His servants would have fought for Him 
against the Jews. 

Pilate asked Him, ** Art thou a king, 
then ? " And Jesus said, — 

** Thou sayest that I am a king. To this 
end was I bom, and for this cause came I 
into the world,- that 1 ^\vo\v!A X^^-ax ^ttiess 
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unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice/' 

Pilate said, '' What is truth ? " 

But without waiting for a reply to this 
question, — a reply which might have led to 
his being made happy for ever, — he went out 
again to the Jews. Feeling quite sure now 
that there was no fear of Jesus setting Him- 
self up as a king against his master Caesar, 
Pilate said to them, — 

** I find in him no fault at all." 

But the chief priests and scribes were very 
angry when they heard this, and began to 
accuse Jesus of many things. Pilate tried 
to defend and set Him free, but this only made 
the Jews more fierce and more eager to have 
His death. All this time Jesus stood silent 
in their midst ; and at last Pilate said,^ — 

** Hearest thou not how many things they 
witness against thee ? ' ' 

But even this brought no defence of Him- 
self from the patient lips of Jesus. 

Among other things, the Jews said, ** He 
stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all 
Jewry, beginning from Ga\\\ee Xo \.\v\^^\a.^^!' 
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Herod, the ruler of Galilee, was at that 
time in Jerusalem. Pilate no sooner heard 
that Jesus came from Galilee, than he sent 
Him off to Herod. 

He hoped that Herod would save him 
from having to do what the Jews wished. 
He had had a quarrel, too, with Herod, and 
perhaps he thought this would be a good way 
of making up their quarrel. They became 
friends after this day. 

Herod was very glad to see Jesus. He 
had often heard of Him, and he wanted to 
see some miracle done by 'Him. But the 
Lord would do no miracle only just to please 
this godless man. Herod's idle questions 
were met by a calm grave silence, which 
nothing could break. 

The chief priests and scribes did not cease 
to accuse Him of many things, but not a word 
passed His lips. Then Herod dressed Him 
in a rich robe, and with his soldiers mocked 
Him, and treated Him with scorn, — but still 
He never spoke. 

Herod did not tell the Jews what to do, as 
Pilate had hoped, bu\. ^exvX. "^^^xi.^ V^^ck again. 
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Each year, at the feast, the Roman ruler 
used to set free from prison any one man 
there who was chosen by the people. At 
that time there was in prison a man named 
Barabbas, — ^a robber, and a murderer. 

Pilate now thought he would let the people 
choose between him and the Lord Jesus. He 
thought they could not wish to have the wicked 
robber free among them again. He said, — 

** Whom will ye that I release unto you ? 
Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? " 

The chief priests and elders hated Jesus 
far more than they feared the robber. They 
went about all among the crowd, trying to 
persuade the people to ask that the robber 
should be set free from prison, and that the 
Lord Jesus should be put to death. 

Nor did they try in vain. Pilate again asked, 
** Whether of the twain will ye that I release 
unto you ? " He gave them their choice 
between the two, feeling little doubt of whom 
they Avould choose. 

If he indeed thought that they would choose 
Jesus, he soon found his mistake. All at 
once a cry burst from the crowd befot^VvvKs.^ — 
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" Away with this man, and release unto us 
Barabbas.'* 

Then Pilate asked, '' What will ye then 
that I shall do unto him whom ye call the 
King of the Jews ? ' ' 

A shout arose from the people, — 

'' Crucify him ! Crucify him ! '* 

Again Pilate asked, **Why, what evil 
hath he done? '* But louder and louder still 
pealed the shout from the angry crowd, all 
voices joining in the one fierce cry, — 

**Let him be crucified." 

When Pilate saw how little power he had 
to quiet the tumult, he washed his hands in 
water before them, saying, ** I am innocent 
of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.'* 

Little good was it to wash his hands while 
his heart was still uncleansed. But the 
people made answer with one voice, — 

" His blood be on us and on our children." 

And truly, as they wished. His pure and 
holy blood has been borne by them and their 
children. For eighteen hundred years the Jews 
have been left to wander through the world, 
with no country o^ t\ve\T o^xv \.o Ivve in. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



THE CRUCIFIXION. 



PILATE at last gave way weakly to the 
wishes of the people. He set Barabbas 
free. And though he knew that Jesus had 
done no evil, he said that He was to be put 
to death. 

Then the Roman soldiers led Jesus away 
into the common hall. After scourging or 
beating Him, they took off His own clothes, 
and dressed Him in a purple robe, as Herod 
had done. 

Then they wove a crown of sharp thorns, 
and put it upon His head. And after placing 
a reed in His hand, to take the place of the 
sceptre which is held by a king, they knelt 
before Him in mocking worship, saying, — 

"Hail, King of the Jews !'* 

King-like, in His calm, patient silence, even 
amidst those rude mocking soldiers^, ^t.ocyilW. 
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Lord ! No word or sound was heard from 
Him. He had given Himself into the hands 
of wicked men, that they might work their ' 
will upon Him. And what a will it was 1 

The soldiers then began aga^in to spit upon 
Him, as the Jews had done before. They 
took the reed from His hand, and struck Him 
on the head with it, and again bent their 
knees before Him in scornful worship. 

Even now Pilate did not quite give up the 
hope of saving Jesus. He went out to the 
Jews and said to them, — 

" Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye 
may know that I find no fault in him." 

Then Jesus came out of the hall. He wore 
still the purple kingly robe. And the sharp 
thorns of His crown were still piercing His 
weary brow, which for so many hours had 
known no rest from cruel toil and insult. 
But no softer thoughts came into the hard 
hearts of that Jewish crowd. Pilate said, — 

^^ Behold the man I" 

Behold Him, indeed I Standing there so 
meek and gentle and lowly, waiting to be led 
to the slaughter. ^^XvexvX. ^xv^ silent as a 
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lamb, with power to crush all around Him at 
a glance, yet dying for sinful man, in the 
hands of sinful men. 

Again the shout arose, — 

** Crucify him ! crucify him ! '* 

Pilate said to them, — 

** Take ye him and crucify him ; for I find 
no fault in him." 

The Jews said, ** We have a law, and by 
our law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God." 

Pilate was still more afraid on hearing 
this. No wonder he dreaded to have the 
blood of One so holy and sinless resting upon 
him. But he had no power now to draw 
back. Again he went, and put questions to 
Jesus ; again he tried to move the Jews to set 
Jesus free, — in vain. The Jews cried out, — 

** If thou let this man go, thou art not 
Caesar's friend ; whosoever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against Caesar." 

Pilate then said to the Jews, — 

** Behold your king ! " 

But they cried aloud, ** Away with him I 
away with him ! Crucify him I " 
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Once more Pilate asked, ** Shall I. crucify 
your king? " 

They said, ** We have no king* but Caesar." 

Pilate then gave up trying to save Jesus. 
And when they had taken off the purple robe, 
and put on Him His own clothes, they led 
Him away to crucify Him. With Him were 
taken also two thieves, who were to die in the 
same manner. 

Worn out with the tortures of the last few 
hours, Jesus had not strength to carry His 
heavy cross, as was always done. The sol- 
diers therefore found a man called Simon, 
whom they forced to help in bearing it. 

On the way a great crowd of people and of 
weeping women came after Jesus. But He 
turned and told them to weep for themselves, 
and not for Him, because great troubles 
were coming upon their country. 

When they had reached the spot called 
Calvary, they gave to Jesus wine mingled 
with myrrh, but after tasting it He would not 
drink. Then they crucified Jesus and the 
two thieves, — ^Jesus in the midst, and a thief 
on either hatvd. 
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Do you know how a man was crucified ? 

He was made to lie upon a great wooden 
cross upon the ground. Nails were driven 
through his hands into the wood, and a 
great nail was driven through both feet 
into the wood also. Then the cross was 
lifted upright by the soldiers, and the lower 
end was made to fall with a jerk into the hole 
which had been dug for it in the ground. 

But in all this fearful pain, not one word 
of complaint or anger was heard from the 
lips of Jesus. He only prayed for the rough 
soldiers who were putting Him to such 
anguish, — 

"Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.'' 

Could the patient, loving pardon of wrong 
go farther than this ? 

Then the four soldiers, who had crucified 
Jesus, took His garments, and made them 
into four parts, one for each of themselves. 
But they did not know how to divide the 
coat, which was woven from top to bottom, 
without any seams. At length they said, — 

" Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it 
whose it shall be.'* 
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This they did, little knowing that it had 
been foretold long before by one of God*s 
prophets, who said, — 

" They parted my raiment among them, 
and for my vesture they did cast lots." 

Jesus was crucified at the third hour, which 
is about the same as our nine o'clock in the 
morning. And when the soldiers had parted 
the clothes, they sat down to watch. 

Pilate wrote a title, and put it upon the 
cross. It was written in three languages, 
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. This was the 
title which he wrote, — 

" Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews." 

But the chief priests did not at all like to 
see such a title on the cross, and they said 
to Pilate, — 

*' Write not. The King of the Jews, but 
that he said, I am King of the Jews." 

Pilate was not to be moved. 

He said, '' What I have written, I have 
written." And the title was left, so that all 
who came by might read it. 

Many of the ^ews n^\\o were passing by, 
stopped when t\vey sa^ ^^^>3l^ >\^ow^^ ^\<^^^^ 
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and railed at Him. That means they used 
hard and scornful words. Some of them 
stood shaking their heads, and saying, — 

" Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and 
buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou 
be the Son of Grod, come down from the cross." 

The chief priests and scribes also mocked 
at Him, saying, — 

" He saved others, himself he cannot 
save. Let Christ, the King of Israel, de- 
scend now from the cross, that we may see 
and believe." 

The very soldiers said to Him, " If thou 
be the King of the Jews, save thyself." 

And even one of the thieves, hanging upon 
a cross by His side, began also to revile the 
gentle One, who bore all these taunts and 
insults with such holy patient silence. 

But the other thief found fault with the 
one who first spoke, saying, — 

" Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation ? And we indeed 
justly, for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds ; but this man hath done nothing amiss." 

Then turning to Jesus, he said, — 
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** Lord remember me, when thou comest 
into thy kingdom." 
Jesus said to him, — 

*' Verily I say unto thee. To-day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise." 

One moment a wretched, dying, hopeless 
thief, with the present full of pain, and the 
future full of woe. The next moment a 
saved child of God, sealed with the pardon 
of Jesus, and speeding on his way to glory. 
What a change was this ! wrought by a 
few trusting words of prayer. How plain it 
is that the Lord is indeed more ready to 
hear us than we are to pray to Him. 

Near to the cross of Jesus stood His 
mother Mary, and His disciple John. When 
Jesus saw them. He said to His mother, — 

'' Woman, behold thy son." 

Then He said to John, — 

'' Behold thy mother." 

And from that hour John took Mary to 
live with him at his own home. How kind 
and tender Jesus ever showed Himself in 
the care of others. Even at such a time as 
this. He did tvot fot^el to take care for the 
comfort of His mo\}cvet • 
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The sixth hour came — twelve o'clock in the 
day with us, — and sudden heavy darkness 
settled down over the whole land. There 
was no reason for this darkness that man 
could find. It was sent from the hand of 
God, and for three long hours it lay like a 
black veil upon all around. 

Nothing was seen and heard of the Lord 
during that time. The sins of the world 
were resting upon Him, and God had with- 
drawn His face from Him. But of the deep 
anguish of those hours we know nothing, 
except from the loud and bitter cry which 
broke from the lips of the Saviour, as the 
darkness rolled away, — 

** Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani," the mean- 
ing of which is, " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ? " 

Some of the people, when they heard this 
cry, said, **This man calleth for Elias." 

Then hearing Jesus say, " I thirst,'* one 
man filled a sponge full of vinegar, and put- 
ting it on a reed, held it to His mouth to see 
if He would drink. Others said, — 

** Let alone; let us see whetlver EAias.^^ 
come to take him dovm,'' 



244 ^^ Crucifixion. 

But the end was near. Once again Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, — 

'' It is finished/' 

Then, with the gentle words, — 

" Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit ; ' ' He bowed His sacred head, and 
died. 

Yes, it was finished now ! Finished the 
long years of life, with all their toil and 
sadness ! Finished the cruel death, with all 
the shame and scorn and insult ! Finished 
the work for which He came to earth ! 

Little children, do you know that the 
Lord bore all these things from love to you, 
and to me, and to all the world ? Do you 
love Him for the pain and anguish that He 
came to suffer for your sake ? 

As the Lord died, the veil of the temple, 
which shut out the Holy of Holies from the 
eyes of men, was torn in two from the top to 
the bottom. No hand of man did this. An 
earthquake also shook the earth, and rent 
the rocks. The Jews, who were looking on, 
feared greatly, and said, — 

*^ Truly, this matv ^a.'s. \ivfi. Sou of God! '' 
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The next day was the Sabbath, and the 
bodies could not therefore be left upon the 
crosses. The soldiers came ^nd broke the 
legs of the two thieves, who were still alive. 

But finding Jesus dead, they did not break 
His legs. Only one of the soldiers, who had 
a spear, thrust it into His side, and from the 
side there poured out blood and water. 
Long before it had been foretold by the pro- 
phets of the Lord, " A bone of him shall 
not be broken." 

Then a rich man named Joseph, who was 
a disciple of Jesus, went boldly to Pilate, and 
begged leave to take away the body of Jesus. 
Leave was given, and Joseph went upon his 
sad task. 

But he did not go alone. With him was 
Nicodemus, who had once gone to see Jesus 
by night. He had been a coward then, but 
he was brave now. He felt no fear or shame 
in coming forward as a disciple of Jesus at 
a time when even the apostles had fled, and 
were hiding themselves. 

Then Joseph and Nicodemus took down 
the bodj of Jesus from \)cifc cxo's*^. "^Nns?^ 
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wrapped It round with white linen and spices, 
and laid it in a new tomb of Joseph's, which 
he had cut out of the rock. And after roll- 
ing a great stone to the door of the tomb, 
they went away. 

The disciples forgot the promise of their 
Lord, that He would rise again in three days. 
But the chief priests and Pharisees did not for- 
get. They told Pilate that they were afraid the 
disciples would steal away the body of Jesus, 
and pretend that He had risen from the dead. 

Pilate said to them, — 

" Ye have a watch ; go your way, make it 
as sure as ye can." 

A watch meant a certain number of Ro- 
man soldiers. The chief priests and Phari- 
sees went away, and made it as sure as they 
could. They put a seal upon the stone, so 
that it could not be moved without the seal 
being broken. They placed the Roman soldiers 
round the tomb, to watch over it all night. 

But of what use were a seal and Roman 
soldiers, when the Lord of glory cast aside 
the bonds of death, and rose in triumph from 
the tomb ? 
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CHRIST RISING FROM THE DEAD. 

THE Sabbath-day passed away In sorrow 
and distress to all those who had 
known and loved the Lord Jesus. But joy 
was soon to come. 

Very early in the morning of the first day 
of the week some women came to the tomb, 
bringing with them spices to anoint the body 
of Jesus. Their names were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Salome. 

But before they reached the spot a mighty 
change had taken place. A great earth- 
quake shook the ground. Then the angel 
of the Lord came down from heaven, and 
rolled away the great stone from the door of 
the tomb, and sat upon it. His face shone 
like lightning, and his dress was white 
as snow. At the sight of him the Roman 
soldiers trembled with terror, and became 
like dead men. 
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As the women were on their way, they 
said to each other, — "Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre ? " 

For it was far too heavy for them to be able 
to move by themselves. But when they came 
to the spot, they found the stone rolled away. 

Then they went into the tomb, and saw a 
young man, sitting on the right side, wearing 
a long white garment. They feared at the sight 
of this bright angel, but the angel said, — 

** Be not affrighted : ye seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, which was crucified : he is risen : 
he is not here : behold the place where they 
laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: 
there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.'' 

Then the women went quickly out, and 
fled away, in great fear. 

About this time the Roman soldiers also 
left the tomb, and going to the chief priests 
told them what had taken place. The chief 
priests gave to the soldiers large sums of 
money, saying to them, — 

" Say ye, His disciples came by night, and 
stolt him away vj\vi\e ^e ^\e:^\.r 
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They also made the soldiers a promise, 
that if this story came to the ears of Pilate, 
they would persuade him not to punish them 
for sleeping. This false and wicked story 
was told all about by the soldiers. It was 
thought to be true by all the nation of the 
Jews, except the disciples of Jesus. 

It seems that, even after seeing the angel, 
Mary Magdalene could not believe the truth. 
On coming away from the tomb, she found 
Peter and John, and said to them, — 

" They have taken away the Lord out of 
the sepulchre, and we know not where they 
have laid him." 

Then Peter and John set off to go to the 
tomb. They ran as quickly as they could, 
but John ran the fastest. He reached the 
place first, and stooped down to look into 
the tomb. There he saw the linen clothes, 
in which the body of the Lord had been 
wrapped, but nothing else. 

Then Peter came up, and went straight 
into the sepulchre. When Peter did this, 
John went in after him. They looked round, 
and saw the linen clothes, and the napkin. 
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also, which had been round the Saviour's 
head, folded up neatly, and laid apart by itself. 

John saw these things, and believed in the 
rising of Jesus from the dead. The two disciples 
then went away again to their own home. 

But Mary Magdalene did not go. Her 
heart was too full of sorrow for her to leave 
the spot. She stood weeping outside, and, 
as she wept, she stooped to look into the 
tomb. There she saw two bright white- 
robed angels sitting, one at each end, where 
the head and the feet of Jesus had lain. 
Mary's grief was too deep for her even to 
feel fear at this sight. The angels said, — 

** Woman, why weepest thou ? " 

Mary said, — 

** Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid him." 

As she spoke she turned away, and saw 
One standing near her. Mary's eyes were 
dim with weeping, and, instead of knowing 
Him, she thought He was the gardener. 
When He asked, — 

** Woman, why weepest thou? whom 
seekest thou? '' s\ve ^av^, — 
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*' Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell 
me where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
him away.'* 

He said to her, — 

*'Mary!'' 

What a word and tone was that, — ^how 
gracious and full of love ! Mary's tears 
were checked, and in rapture she turned to 
exclaim, — 

** Rabboni ! " which means, ** Master ! *' 

Jesus said to her, — 

" Touch me not ; for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father ; but go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and 
your Father; and to my God and your God." 

Then Mary went with this sweet message 
of comfort to the disciples, who were mourn- 
ing and weeping for their Lord. But when 
they had heard her story, they did not be- 
lieve that it could be true. 

The same day there were two disciples 
walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, — a 
distance of between seven and eight miles. 
On their way they talked of the sad things 
which had taken place, of live die^^k o^C ^^^s. 
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Master, and of the story of the women at 
the tomb, which they had heard. 

As they talked thus, the Lord Himself 
came and walked with them. But their eyes 
were kept from knowing who He was. 
Jesus asked what they were speaking- about 
so sadly as they walked. One of them, 
called Cleopas, said, — 

"Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, 
and hast not known the things which are 
come to pass there in these days ? " 

Jesus said, " What things ? '* 

The disciples told the Lord about His 
own trial and death, and about the story of 
the women that morning, at which they felt 
surprise, but which they did not believe. 

Then Jesus in His turn spoke to the dis- 
ciples. He told them how slow they were 
to believe what the prophets had foretold. 
He began at Moses, and went through the 
prophets' writings, telling all things about 
Himself, yet without saying who He was. 

How short the road must have seemed to 
the disciples, with such a Teacher by the way ! 
With hearts fuW oi v^oxAex \5c^^^ \sa.^.td all 



Christ Rising from the Dead. ^253 

He had to say, until they reached the village 
of Emmaus. There the Lord seemed as if 
He were going farther, but the disciples 
besought Him to stay, saying, — 

** Abide with us ; for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent/' 

Then Jesus went in to stay with them. 
But in a little while, as they were sitting at 
meat, He took some bread into His hands, 
and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to 
the disciples. 

This showed them in whose presence they 
were seated. One moment they knew Him. 
The next He had passed away from their sight. 

Full of joy — too full of joy to stay where 
they were — the disciples arose, and went 
quickly back to Jerusalem, thinking not for 
a moment of the long dark walk. When 
they came to Jerusalem, they found the 
disciples all in one room, no less full of joy 
than themselves, and saying, — 

** The Lord is risen indeed, and hath ap- 
peared to Simon.'* 

Yes, to Simon Peter himself, — to Peter, 
the weak, the fallen, — to Peter, the first to 
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deny His Master, — ^to Peter had the Lord 
shown Himself! What loving pity was this 
for the sorrow felt by Peter, and what loving 
pardon for his sin ! 

The doors of the room were closely shut, 
for fear of the Jews. But as they thus 
spoke to each other, all at once the Lord 
Himself stood in their midst, and said, — 

** Peace be unto you." 

Strange to say, although they knew that 
He was risen from the dead, yet they were 
filled with terror, and thought He was a 
spirit. Then Jesus said to them, — 

**Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself : handle 
me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see me have." 

After these words Jesus showed to them 
the prints in His hands and feet, where the 
nails had been driven through into the cross, 
and the hole in His side which had been 
pierced by the soldier's spear. 

Even now, for very joy and gladness, the 
disciples could YvaidN^j \3^\^m^ \!c\s^vt eyes. To 
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show them still more plainly who He was, the 
Lord said, — 

" Have ye here any meat ? " 

They gave Him some boiled fish and a 
piece of honeycomb. Both of these the Lord 
ate before them, that Jhey might no longer 
fancy Him to be a spirit. Then He said 
again, — 

" Peace be unto you." 

And after a few more words. He breathed 
upon them, saying, — 

** Receive ye the Holy Ghost.*' 

But one of the disciples, named Thomas, 
was not in the room at this time. When the 
disciples next saw him, they said to him, — 

" We have seen the Lord.*' 

But Thomas said, — 

** Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.'* 

No, he would not believe. Not could not, 
but would not. Foolish, wilful Thomas ! 
What if the Lord had left him to live and die 
in this faithless state of mind I 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



THE ASCENSION. 



FOR eight long days Thomas was left to 
himself. Others were full of joy and 
hope. He alone was wretched. Others 
could rejoice over a risen Lord. He alone 
still mourned his dead Master. And all for 
what ? Only because he would not believe. 

Eight days passed, and again the disciples 
sat in a room with their doors closely shut. 
Once more the Lord stood all at once in 
their midst, saying, — 

** Peace be unto you." 

Then turning to Thomas, He said, — 

** Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless, 
but believing.'* 

No longer faithless, at the sight of his 
Master's face, atvd ^.X. \!a^ ^oMwd of his Mas- 
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ter's voice, the words burst from Thomas, — 
" My Lord and my Gk>d ! '' 

But Jesus said to him, — 

"Thomas, because thou hast seen me thou 
hast believed : blessed are they that have not 
seen and yet have believed." 

rt was a happy thing for the disciples who 
saw the Lord, and then were able to believe. 
But we, who have not seen Him, and yet 
believe, are still more blessed, for the Lord 
Himself has said so. 

Soon after these things the disciples all 
went away to Galilee. The Lord Jesus had 
told them that He would meet them upon a 
certain mountain. 

There He came, as they waited for Him, 
and spoke many things to them. He said 
that all power was given -to Him, in heaven 
and in earth. He told them that they were 
to go out into all the world, to teach all 
nations, and to baptize them, in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
He ended with a promise, which must have 
been full of comfort to them, and ought to 
be full of comfort to us also : — 
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" And, lo, I am with you alway, even unt 
the end of the world/* 

Though soon they would no longer S€ 
Him, yet He would always be with then 
Though we cannot see Him, yet He is a 
ways with us. He will never leave or fo: 
sake those who cling to Him. 

One day, about this time, some of tl 
disciples were upon the shore of the Lake ( 
Galilee. Peter, who was among them, said,- 

"I go a fishing." 

It was a long time since they had had 1 
do with their old work of fishing. But tl 
others at once seized on the plan, and said,- 

" We also go with thee." 

Then they went into a ship, and spent a 
the night in trying to catch fish, but withoi 
taking any. When morning came they he 
caught nothing at all. They were now con 
ing near the shore, and they could see som< 
one standing there, but they did not kno 
that it was Jesus. As they came on, Jesi 
spoke to them, and asked, — 

" Children, have ye any meat ? " 

They said, ''No." 
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Then Jesus said, " Cast the net oh the 
right side of the ship, and ye shall find." 

So the disciples went to the right side of 
their little vessel, and cast out the net into 
the water. They did not yet know who was 
speaking to them, but they were quite ready 
to try once more. And now the net became 
at once so full of fishes, that they were not 
able to draw it up. As soon as John, the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, saw what was 
done, he said to Peter, — 

** It is the Lord." 

When Peter heard this, he was in such 
haste to reach the shore, that he girt his coat 
round him, and threw himself into the sea. 
The rest of the disciples came in the boat, 
draggingwith them the heavy net, full of fishes. 

When they came to land they found there 
a fire of coals, and fish cooking upon it, and 
bread ready to be eaten. Jesus said to them, — 

** Bring of the fish which ye have now 
caught." 

Simon Peter went and drew in the net. In 
it were a hundred and fifty- three great fishes, 
yet the net was not broken. I told you lon^ 
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ago of the first miracle of the same kind, 
which took place about three years before. 
Then the net was broken, and Peter asked 
the Lord to depart from him. Peter did not 
ask such a thing now, for he had learnt to 
know better. 

When the net had been drawn to land, 
Jesus said, — 

** Come and dine.'* 

The disciples came, none of them asking 
** Who art thou ? " for they well knew that it 
was the Lord. Jesus then gave them bread 
and fish to eat. 

After they had dined, the Lord Jesus asked 
Peter a question. He said, — 

*' Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? " 

On the night of the passover Peter had 
boasted, ** Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be offended." 
Perhaps the Lord wished to remind Peter of 
these words, and to ask if he would still think 
his own love stronger than that of others. 
But Peter had learnt more wisdom and meek- 
ness by his sad sm, ^.w^^^fc ot\^ 's.-5l\^^ — 
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** Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee." 

Jesus said to him, — 

** Feed my lambs." 

A second time the Lord asked him, — 

** Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? " 

Again Peter made the same answer, — 

** Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I love 
thee." 

Jesus said to him, — 

"Feed my sheep." 

A third time the Lord asked him, — 

** Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? " 

Peter was grieved to the heart at the ques- 
tion being put a third time. Three times he 
had denied his Master. Three times his 
Master asked if he loved Him. Sadly, this 
time, he made answer, — 

" Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee." 

A third time the Lord said to him, — 

** Feed my sheep." 

You know that the Lord is often spoken of 
in the Bible as a Shepherd. He said of Him- 
self, ** I am the Good Slxe^-^Vv^x^" ^sss&.xsw 
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one place He is called " That Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep/' 

The flock of Jesus means all those who 
love Him and believe in Him. The sheep 
are the grown people, and the lambs are the 
little children. There are many lambs in the 
Saviour's fold. Will not you, too, be among 
them ? 

Forty days passed from the time when the 
Lord rose from the dead. Jesus led out His 
disciples upon the Mount of Olives, as far as 
Bethany, and spoke to them about the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, which was soon to 
take place. 

Then He lifted His hands and blessed 
them. And while He was blessing them He 
was parted from them, and borne upwards 
into heaven, there to sit down upon the right 
hand of God. 

The disciples below gazed upwards, and 
saw Him rising through the air, towards the 
far blue sky, till He passed into a cloud, and 
they saw Him no more. But still they gazed, 
as if hardly able to believe that He was gone, 
nniA all at otvee two xoexv ^\ac>$).\s^ tkem^ in 
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bright white clothing. They said to the dis- 
ciples, — 

** Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven ? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven." 

Then the disciples went back to Jerusalem 
with great joy, and spent their time in the 
temple, praising and blessing God. 

Little children, I have told you the story of 
the First Coming of our Lord. The Second 
Coming of our Lord has not yet taken place, 
but it may take place soon. No one can tell 
when it will be. At any time we may hear 
the last great trumpet sound, which will tell 
of the coming of the Lord. 

When Jesus came before. He came as a 
poor and lowly man. When He comes again, 
it will be as a King. When He came before. 
He came in mercy. When He comes again, 
it will be in judgment. When He came 
before, only a few saw Him, and fewer knew 
Him. When He comes again, all eyes shall 
see Him, and all hearts shall know Hitn. 



